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ythetimeyoureceive this

magazine council

representatives,
headteachers and parents will
have marched on Number 10
Downing Streetinan effortto
securevital extrafunding for
Barnet'sschools.

The councilhasmanagedto
increase schools’ budgets by all
the grantithasreceived plus
£421,000, butafterreceivingthe
worst financial settlement
possible from the Treasury this
has only been achieved by taking
thedifficultdecisiontoincrease
counciltaxand make efficiency
savings across otherservices.

Evenso, increased staffing costs
andcutsindirect Government
grantshavestillleftourschools
outof pocket. Heads have told us
thatunlessthisshortfallis
addressed, itcouldlead to
teacherredundanciesand
ultimately adeclineinstandards.
We are committed to makingsure
ourschoolsremain among the
very bestinthe countryandwe
will continue towork with them
anddo everything in our power
to makesure educationinthe
borough is protected.

Onapositive notetam
delightedtobeabletoreportthe
extension of the council’s CCTV
with two newschemesin East
Barnetand Hampden Square.
Also, inthisedition of BarnetFirst,
youcanread aboutthe launch of
our new Corporate Planwhich s
the council’sblueprintfor
improvingservices overthe next
fiveyears.
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Schools funding battle
takento Number 10

he battle to secure more
| funding for Barnet’'s cash
strapped schools has been
taken to Number 10 Downing
Street.

The council joined forces with
the borough’sheadteachersto
presenta petitionto Prime
Minister Tony Blairurging himto
intervene andreviewthe budget
settlementBarnetreceived this
yearfromthe Government.

At3.5percentBarnetreceived
the lowest possible grantincrease
the Governmentcould have given
the borough. Atthesametimethe
councilisbeing asked toincrease
itsspending on educationby £14.5
million, despite only receivingan
extra £7 millioninfundingto
spend across all council services.

The councilhasmanagedto
increaseschoolsbudgetsby the
amountthe Governmentexpects,
butonly aftertakingthetough
decisiontoincrease council tax by
22.75 percentand making
efficiencysavingsworth £11
million across otherservices.

Butincreasesinstaffing costs,
such asnationalinsurance
contributionsandteachers
pensions, togetherwith cutsin

direct Governmentgrants for
schools, meansheadteachersare
stillbeing hitinthe pocket
financially. Headswarn thatunless
thislack of fundsisaddressed
urgently Barnet'sschoolswill
sufferteacherredundancies, cuts
inservices, lossofsupportstaffand
aninevitabledeclineinstandards.

Morethan 3,000 teachersand
parentssigned the petitionanda
delegation of 70 teachersand
parents made thetripto
Westminstertodeliveriton
April 30th.

Petition organiserand
secretary of Barnet’s Headteacher
Conference, Sheila Abbott, said:
“ManyofBarnet’sschoolsare
facing financialcrisis. Inspite of all
our appealstonational
Government, we have been
unsuccessfulinsecuringany
additional money forthe
borough. Headteacherssupported
bythe council, LEA, governorsand
parentsfeititwastimetoinform
the Prime Ministerdirectly of our
position. Asimilar pattern of
underfundingisappearingin
schoolsall overthe country. An
urgentandimmediatereview of
thesituationisrequired and we
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Barnet’s Cabinet Member for Education Clir Lynne Hillan and Barnet Council leader Clir Victor Lyon, march
with headteachers Nick Christou from East Barnetschool, Colindale primaryschool headleuan Renowden
andsecretary of Barnet headteachers conference and headteacher at Brookland Infant School Sheila Abbott

hope MrBlairwill respond
accordingly.”

Barnet’s Cabinet Member for
Education, Children and Lifelong
Learning, ClirLynne Hillan, added:
“lamimmensely proud ofthe
work of ourschoolsand currently
they areamongthebestinthe
country. Butmany parents and
teachersareworriedthatthe
currentfundingsituation will
hampertheir abilitytodeliver the
firstclass education they have
cometoexpect.

“Thatiswhywewentto
Downing Street-to passonthe
fearsofBarnet’sschoolcommunity
andtoaskthe Governmentto
urgently reconsiderBarnet’s
budgetsettlementto protect
educationinourborough.”

arnet Councithasthrown open
sbooksforinspection,
ltowingclaims by Education
ecretary Charles Clarke that

me local authorities are not
assing on Government funds

schools. Barnettotally

futes this, believing instead
atthe Government hasleft
hoolsin financial crisis
ecause it has miscalculated the

ountofmoney needed. To

ow thatitpassed allthe

nding it possibly couldto
hools, the council asked Rita
ale, anindependent financial
perttoexaminethisyear’s
udgetandshehasconfirmed .,
at all of the council’s decisions i
ere correct.
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News in bret

Library closes for
refurbishment

Hendon library closes for major
refurbishmentwork from
Monday, July 21st.

Atthe end ofthis £1.4 million
modernisation, residentscan
expecttosee aflagshiplibrary
providing firstclass services and
equipped with firstclass
facilities, includingimproved
disabled access, new fixtures and
fittings, lifts to every floor and
more computers.

The work will take several
monthstocomplete and to find
outalternative arrangements for
borrowing andreturningitems
during theclosure simply pick up
aleafletfromanyBarnetlibrary
or council Action Point. You can
alsocall the library service on 020
8359 3166.

Updates on the progress of
the work will be available at
regularintervals from the
borough’sotherlibraries.

Councillaunches
new on-line contact
service

Barnetresidentscan now take
advantage of a new, improved
on-lineservice that provides
quick, easy accesstoinformation
aboutthe council.

The Mew ‘Contact Us’ section
of BarnetOnline (Barnet Council’s
website) featuresa new
dedicated, user-friendly page
containingasimple to use form.

By completing the form people
will be able torequestaservice
from the council, ask for
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information, register acomplaint,
take partinconsultation exercises,
or justcommentonourservices.
Anindividual response will then
be e-mailed back.

The ‘ContactUs’ pagereplaced
the ‘consultation forum’andcan
be found by following the links
from Barnet Online’shome page
atwww.barnet.gov.uk

Plansto protect
nature conservation

area

Plansto ensure a Barnetnature
reserve remains a wildlife haven
foryearstocomeareduetogo
before residents and interested
groupsforconsultation.

Urgentactionisneededto
preventthe coliapse ofadam at
Darlands Lake Nature Reserve that
would causessilt, which has built
up overtheyears, to be deposited
downstream.

To easethe pressure on the
dam, Barnet Council is proposing
todivertthe Folly Brook which
feedsthe lake. Aswellasrelieving
the pressure onthe dam, diverting
the brook will preventthe
continued build up of siltand turn
the areainto awetland habitat.

Thumbsup forthe
website

Barnet Council’s website has
received praise from the Society of
Information Technology
Management (SOCTIM). The
society ismade up of managers
and consultants from 450
different organisations, including
90% of local authorities across the
UK. Intheirannualreport, SOCTIM
rated the Barnet website asan
‘advancedsite’, which means it
provides useful content, has
advanced featuresandis highly
interactive. The website also
received aspecial mention for
information relating to helping
elderly residents.

Why nottake alook yourself?
Visitwww.barnet.gov.uk.

Quitsmoking and
stay healthy

Theseventh edition ofthe ‘Eat
Smoke-freein Barnet’ guide was
launched ata Health Fair at Brent
Crossshoppingcentreon No
Smoking Day. The guideis a free
listing magazine of restaurants,
cafésand eating placesinthe
borough, which operateano
smoking policy.

G mo e-freeinBarnet’
atyourlocallibrary or Action Point. For
advice onstopping smokingcall the
Smoking Quitline on freephone
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Young add colourtoTally Ho

his wonderful drawing comes courtesy of Frith Manor School
I and Chalgrove School. They were set the challenge of
brighteningup the hoarding around the new artsdepot
complexcurrently being built at Tally Ho Corner.

The youngsters chose to explore the history of the area fromiits
early days as aresting pointfor horses and carriages, right through
tothe 1930's when it was home to the GaumontCinema. The
artwork hasbecome a welcome and colourful attraction to the area
andyoucanseeitondisplay now.

Above: the caption on thisdrawing reads "During Queen Victoria’sreign, towns like North Finchley began
to emerge around the country. Large increasesin the local populationcreated a need for more houses,

roads, shops, churches and schools, and of course increased the demand forlocal transport

Shopkeepersfined
forunderage
alcoholsales

Three Barnetshopkeepers have
been fined forselling alcopops
toa 16yearoldfollowing an
undercover operation by Barnet
Trading Standards officers and
police.

The licensees of Kemptons,
272 EastBarnetRoad, The Corner
Supermarket, 2 Hendon Lane,
and ofthe Oakleigh
Supermarket, 241 Oakleigh Road
North, were togetherfined a
total of £710 and ordered to pay

£699 costs.

The council regardsselling
alcoholtochildren as aserious
offence and works closely with
the police to catch those who
persistin flouting the law.

Traders are beingurged thatif
they have any doubts about the
age of their customers they
should ask for proofand, if not
satisfied, should refuse tosellto
them.



celebrity John Fashanuisthe
I new face of fosteringinthe
London Borough of Barnet.

Ex-footballer Fash flew back
from the Australian wilderness
where he wasstarringinthehitTV
series’I’m A Celebrity Get Me Out
Of Here!’to host Fostering
Fortnightin BarnetatPizza
Expressin Whetstone.

Launching the new Andy-
Warhol type artwork, which
featuresthe faces of fostercarers
acrossthe borough, he talked
about hisexperienceswhen atthe
age of four he and hisbrother
were adopted. Now heis
appealing for people fromall
walks of life tocome forward and
offerthechance ofahome,
whethertemporaryor
permanent, to aBarnetchild.

Around 370 childreninthe
borough have no parentstocare
forthem, and the councilis
hopingthat people of allagesand
experience willcome forward to
become foster carers. Potential
carerswill have accessto high
quality advice and information
fromthestartand be abletojoina
mutual support network.

—ashisthe face
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John Fashanu withone of the stars of the new fostering artwork, Dominic Taylor-Bartram



Fast London man prosecuted
for flytipping in Barnet

arnet Council’sdrive tokeep
B the boroughclean and

green hasreceived aboost
with the prosecution of another
flytipper.

Terence Mackman of Highams
Park London E4 was given asix
month conditionaldischarge and
ordered to pay £300 costs at
Hendon Magistrates Court for
breaching the Environmental
Protection Act 1990.

Mr Mackman was prosecuted
fordumping bags of rubbishin
Luther Closein Edgware in July
lastyear. Mackman was traced
after officers from the council’s
Environmental and

Neighbourhood service found
documentsin the rubbish
relatingto an addressin the
same road. Theresident had
asked Mackman to dispose of
the bagsin acouncilskipina
nearby street butinstead he just
dumpedthe rubbishin Luther
Close.

Cabinet Member for
EnvironmentClirBrian Coleman
said: “lhope thiscaseservesasa
warningto anyone who thinks
they can abuse Barnet’sstreets by
dumpingtheirrubbish. Theycan
besurethatif we hearaboutitwe
willtrack them down and
prosecute.”

An ex-payroll officer from Barnet
Councilhasbeenjailed for
eighteen months for fraud.

Julie Swain stole over £210,000
from the council by stagingan
elaborate scheme of deception.
She wascaught after anti-fraud
investigation officers from the
councillaunched anundercover
operation -code named Operation
Eagle-inconjunction with local
police officerslast October.

Swain pleaded guilty to twenty
counts of False Accounting, with a
further 126 to be takeninto
consideration. All the offences
occurred between August 2000
and October 2002, whenshe was
dismissed from her job as a Payroll
Officer.She wassentenced at
Harrow Crown Courtto three
yearson each count, whichareto

be served concurrently.

Now Barnet Council is
appealingdirectly to the Secretary
ofStatetore-direct her council
pension fund back tothem, so that
some ofthe moneycanbe
recouped.

Councillor Mike Freer, Cabinet
Member for Value and
Effectivenesssaid: “ Thanksto
new monitoring procedures
introduced by the council, this
problem was highlighted
efficiently and effectively. We
will continue to actively pursue
any misappropriation of funds,
fraud or deception using our
own anti-fraud investigation
team and working closely with
the police and taking action to
ensure thatthisdoes nothappen
again.”

Barnet celebrates
threeinarow

arnet Councilis celebrating
B afterreceiving Beacon

status forits work with
different cultures and
communities within the borough.
The award for ‘Community
Cohasion’is the third Beacon title
to be won by the council, and
recognises the work undertaken
to tackle social and racistissues
within the borough.

Work with young people was
alsosingled out—andin particular
thehandling of events around the
terrorist attacks on September
11th. Annual eventssuchas
Holocaust Memorial Day and Black
History Month also helped scoop
the award, along with specific
facilities offered by the council to
differentcommunitiessuch asthe
Chinese book collection within
Barnetlibraries.

Work carried outwithinthe
council also contributed tothe
award—and thisincluded
speciality training for Housing
Officersand Neighbourhood
Wardens, atelephone
interpretationservice, and work
with organisationssuch asBrent
Cross Shopping Centretoimprove
community cohesion. Earlier this
year, the council alsolaunched the
Barnet Equality Policy which
provides guidance onissues
concerning equality withinthe
local community.

TheBeacon Awardsisa
governmentinitiative that
recognisescouncilsthathave
performed exceptionally wellin
certain areas. Barnet Council
already hastwo Beacon Awards
for ‘Improving Urban Green
Spaces’and’Libraries As A
Community Resource’.



arnetCouncil has publisheq its

new Corporate Plan which g

the council’s blueprintfor
improvingits service performance
overthe nextfiveyears.

called ”“Putting the Customer First~
the plansetsdown all of Ba.rnet's
strategic, high-level objectives from
2003 to 2007, with the overa'll aim of
improving the council’sservices, A
buildingits capacity and modermsing
systemsand processes. .

The plansetsoutindetailwhatthe
council needstodo toimprove services
forlocal people. These actionsare
structured around Barnet'sfive key
priorities: ) )

» A firstclass educationservice

» Tacklingcrime

» Supporting the vulnerable

» Acleaner, greenerBarnet

» Repairingroadsandpavements

Performance measures forevery
service are included withinthe new
Corporate Plan and these will alsobe
regularly monitoredto ensure progress
isbeing made.

The council willupdate the
Corporate Plan every year, and publisha
full progressreportsothatresidentscan
monitor how the council is performing
againstitssettargets.

Theplanalsosetsouttheinternal
changesthe council will make to deliver
improvement, including investingir
infrastructure, developingstaff,
modernising systems and improvin
accountability.

Some ofthe waysin whichthe
councilplanstoimprove servicesa-
outlined onthe next page undere-
ourkey priorities.

Togetholdofa copy of our new
Corporate Plan telephone
02083597022 or email
claire.johnston@barnet.gov.uk
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Provide new and refurbished schools using PF I eind other schemas

Expand choice by reviewing and extending places for girls and pursuing our
commitmentto provide a single sex girls'school with the School Organisation
Committee as part of the review of secondary provision

Fulluse of the People’s Network of ICT facilities through our libraries
increase the number of statemented pupils educatedinlocalmainstream
schools by 10%

v

v

v

v

Reduce streetrobbery by 2005

v

Reduce the number of repeat victims of racially motivated crime by 2005

v

Reduce the number of repeat victims of domestic violence by 2005
» Reducere-offendingrates of young people

v

implementing atleastone new Closed Circuit TV scheme per year

| Reduce the number of properties not meetingt e é&ce mes

Regenerate priority estates such as Stonegrove, Dollis Valley, West Hendon
and Grahame Park by March 2004

v

» Reducethe numberofchildren enteringcare

v

Maintainthe number of delayed discharges of people from hospitalto acare
place

v

Increase the number of childrenin care living locally

A\

v

Remove 90% of graffitiin town centres served by town keepers by the end of
the nextworking day

v

Increase percentage of waste recycled by 2008

v

Increase satisfaction levels with streetcleanliness

v

Maintain removal of fly tips within half aday

v

There willbe noincursions on the green belt

v

Aimfor 56% of the public to use the boroughs green spaces

Increasing the percentage of principal roads which meet nationally defined
standards

, » Increase the percentage of classified roads which meet national standards

4 » Increase the percentage of non-classified local roads which meet national
k standards

\‘ » Repairreported dangerous potholes within 48 hours by May 2003



One in four people will experience some kind
of mental health problem in the course ofa
year.Friends and family can also feel helpless
and isolated.For supportand information call
SANELINE for Barnet. Ifyour firstlanguage

is not English,we can provideinterpreters.

SANELINE is the national out of hours telephone
helpline providing information and support for
anyone affected by mental health problems,including
families & carers. All calls are treated in absolute
confidence and your details will not be shared;in fact
you don’t even have to tell us your name if you want

to remain anonymous.

SANELINE is now supported by Barnet Counciland
Barnet PCT to provided a listening ear,reassurance
during times of crisis,up to the minute information
on treatment,and detailed information on services

and supportboth locally and nationally.

Barnet [lZZEi

Primary Care Trust
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JFS at Jarvis, Kenton
Near Kingsbury Circus

NOW AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Open Day Sunday June 15th

for Clubs to view Facilities.
For details call David Lerneron
02082063178o0r email lerner@]fs.brent.sch.uk
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Hypnotherapist Centre

Established 30years Registered

“Jwishlhad phoned yousooner...” spoken by so many gratefulclients
PSYCHOLOGIST,/HYPNOTHERAPIST(P.J MILLINA HPH.C)
of Harley Streetisnow availablein Cockfosters and East Barnet

CONFIDENCE

PHOBIA
BLUSHING INSOMNIA
OVERWEIGHT TENSION
SMOKING INCREASESELFESTEEM
STRESS

SPIRITUALDEVELOPMENT

DEPRESSION OVERCOMEJEALOUSY

SEXPROBLEMS

Alsofinesttrainingtobecome
HYPNOTHERAPIST/PSYCHOLOGIST
(Diploma). Available Sunday mornings andWeekdays.
Freeinitialassessment

Tel:0208441 9685
www.hypnotherapyuk.f9.co.uk
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asked youtotelluswhatyou

liked and disliked about the
magazine and whatwe could do to
furtherimproveit. Many readers
sentback their questionnaires and
wereenteredintoourfreedraw
forthree prizessponsored by
Holmes Place Health Clubs.

| nthelastissue of BarnetFirstwe

Whatyou like

With the exception of a few
readers, the overwhelming
majority of yourated Barnet First
aseithergood orexcellent. You
told us thatyouliked the local
news and information and
coverage of events. You alsosaid
thatyou liked the clear format
andthatyoufoundthe ‘wantto
know more boxes’ really useful.
You also liked the snappy easy to
read stories. Overall, yousaid that
BarnetFirstwas agoodreadand
the ‘'What'son’ page was areal hit
with readers:

“Keep up the goodwork -we
like the ‘what'son’and are going
to Hendon Museum today
because weread aboutitin
BarnetFirst”.

Whatyoudislike

When we asked whatyoudisliked
aboutBarnetFirst, manyreaders
highlighted distribution asan

—rize Draw

issue saying they had notseen the
previousissues. We are currently
looking athow we canimprove
distribution of future issues of
BarnetFirstto ensure thatitgets
delivered to everysingle
householdinthe borough.

How to improve
BarnetFirst

We asked for yourideas to
improve BarnetFirstand your
suggestionsincluded having more
competitions, puzzlesand
crosswords, more features with
localandyoung people, aletters
page, improveddistribution and
more advertsinthe magazine. We
will take on board your
suggestionsthrough future
editions.

Allofourreaderswhosent
back aquestionnaire were
entered into our prizedraw and
the winners are Georgina
Malcolm of Hampstead Garden
Suburb, RobBarham from
Finchley and Natalie Kennard of
Whetstone.

Congratulationsto allof our
prizedraw winnerswho will each
receive three months Holmes
Place membership, sixresults
basedtrainingsessionsanda
Holmes Place Health Club
goodybag.
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arnet Councilhas acted
B quickly todrive forward

improvementsinitsbid to
create afirstclass Youth Service.

Theserviceisresponsible for
managing the borough’syouth
centres, detachedyouth work team
and educationinitiativessuch as the
Oasis projectwhichcatersforyear
11 pupils‘atrisk’ of academic
underachievement.

Anaction plantotaketheyouth
service forward hasbeen putin
place following aninspection by
Governmentwatchdog OFSTED
which made anumber of
recommendationstoimprove the
service.

Duringtheirvisitinspectors
praisedthe achievementsof
youngsters taking partinspecialist
drama, dance, musicand football
projectsrun by the Youth Service.
They also acknowledged thatthe
councilnow hastherightteamto
taketheservice forward andthat
majorstepsare already being taken
tomeetthediverse needsof all

Barnet'syoung people.

These include gettingmore
youngsterstousetheserviceson
offer, particularly those from
minority ethnicgroups and those
with disabilities, making Barnet'’s
youthcentresmore appealingand
accessible foryoung peopleand
consulting them tosee what they
want fromthe Youth Service.

New projects alreadyinplace
includethe Princes Trust Volunteers
programme and a partnership with
the local Connexions Service.

Links are alsobeing
strengthenedwith localsecondan
schools, the community safety unit
and housingandsocialservicesto
ensure those young peopleinthe
greatestneed have accesstoa
broadrange ofsupportservices.

Inadditionthe appointmentof
fournew detached youth workers
anda fulltimeyouthworkerfor
Grahame Park willenable the
service to furtherdevelop itswork

withyoungpeople acrossthe
borough.



siNng up for

Around 1,500 children from 50
schoolssangtheir hearts outatthe
third annual Barnet Primary
Schools’ Music Festival.

StagedintheSimpson Hall at
Hendon’'s Peel Centre, the children
sangtoanaudience of parentsand
invited dignitariesoverfour
nights.

Thetheme for thisyear’s festival
was'One World’, reflecting the
multi-cultural nature of the
borough’sschools. Songsincluded
numberssungin Arabicand
Hebrew, while African drummers,
orchestrasandajazzbandall
addedto the cosmopolitan mix.

The performances atthe end of
March were the resultof three
months hard work and rehearsals,
with each school performing their
own musicalitemaswellassinging
asamassed choir.

Sarnet

Children fromschools across the borough
performed at Barnet primary schools’ music festival

Pupils from Mill Hill County High
Schoolhave joined forces with
leading sports and leisurewear
manufacturer Pentland.

TheFinchley based company
which designs and manufactures
well known brandssuch asSpeedo,
Kickersand Red or Dead, guided
studentsthrougha‘reallife’ design
briefaspartoftheir Designand
Technology GCSE.

With the help of Pentland’s
marketing andcreative
departmentsstudentswere invited
tocomeupwithdesignideasfora
new logotobeusedbytheBarnet
Education Business Partnership

(EBP)which organised the project.

Studentsunveiled theirfinal
designstoBarnetEBPin aspecial
presentation at Pentlands, with the
winner gettinga £50voucherto
spendinthefirm’sshop.

BarnetEBPisacharitabletrust
partfunded by the counciland
worksin partnership with local
businessesto deliver education
business activitiestoschoolsand
colleges.

Getout
to Play!

Friary Parkis getting ready to be
transformed into a magical,
interactive playground that’s sure
to thrilltheyoungandyoung at
heart.

The parkinFriernBarnetisthe
venue forthePlay! Children’s Arts
Festival on Sunday, July 13th. The
extravaganza, organised by Barnet
Council’s ArtsService and
artsdepot, celebrates all aspects of
children’s play and will feature just
abouteveryartformimaginable.

Therewill bestory tellinginside
agiantwillowspider, thechanceto
exploretheinsidesofagiant
whale, secret trailstoexploreanda
mainstage hostingthebestin
theatre, fashion, musicanddance.

Thestar attraction will be
‘Colourscape’ - agiantinteractive
structure thatwill be atthe parkon
both Saturday (entry £1 children,
£2 adults) and Sunday (entry £2
children and £4 adults). This
podlikecreationis a magical world
ofradiantcoloursandlightwhere
musicians andstory tellers lead
adventurersofallagesthrougha
labyrinth of multicoloured
chambers.

Withthe exception of
Colourscape, entry tothe Play!
Festivalisabsolutely free. There will
alsobethechancetomeetand
learnfrom artistsin aseries of
roadshowsthatwill bestaged
duringthe weeks leadinguptothe
mainevent.



he council has already
I unveiledits state-of-the-art

CCTV control centre to tackle
graffitiand othercriminal
behaviour. Barnethasalso
announcedits plans to extend the
council’s network of crime-busting
surveillance cameras toseven more
town centres.

Now the council’spledgeto
crack down on graffitihastakenits
next majorstep forward with the
introduction of wide-ranging
measurestoruboutthisstainonour
environment.

It meansforthe firsttime that
reported graffitiwill becleared free
ofcharge from buildings facing
main roadssuch asthe A1000within
48 hours. The council will also
remove graffiti freefrom
propertiesfacingthe mainstreetin
town keeperzonesand allracist
and offensive graffitiwithinone
dayofitbeingreported.

Thecrack downwillsee the
creationofanotherfastreaction,
in-house graffitiremovalteam
bringingto three the total number
ofspecialist crews.

Other measuresin the graffiti-
busting campaigninclude:

» Investmentinapilotprogramme
totreat council street furniture
with anti-graffiti paintin
Edgvwvare and North Finchley
town centres.

The appointmentofaco-
ordinator to work with the police
and publicon graffiti prevention
andthedevelopmentofaspecial
anti-graffitipack to help
communitiesand businesses.

v

» Encouraging moretraderstosign
uptothevoluntarycodeof
conductenablingthemtoban
the sale of aerosolspray cansand
large marker penstounder-18s,
making itharder forgraffiti
vandalstogettheirhandson
these materials.
Developing aneducation
programmeforschooiswhich
raises children’s awareness of the
costtothe environmentof
graffitivandalism.
These sweeping measures
foliow anothersuccessful
prosecution of agraffitivandalwho
was broughttojusticein March
thankstothe pioneering
intelligence-led approach used by
Barnet Councilandthe local police.
Cabinet Member for
EnvironmentClirBrian Coleman
said: “These new measuresarethe
next majorstage in our effortstorid
the borough of graffitiand will
complementour new CCTV
technology whichisalready
successfully targeting vandalism
andstreetcrime. Residentsand
businessesshould not have to put
up with the blight of graffitiand
our actionwill ensure the probler
isquickly dealt with so thatwe car
allenjoy acleaner, greener
environment.”

v



New CCTVin East Barnet and
Hampden Square

onew CCTVschemeshave
beenlaunchedinthe
borough as partof Barnet

Council’scrackdown on crime and
anti-social behaviour.

Deputy Chair of the Metropolitan
Police Authority Richard Barneswas
joined by Cabinet Member for
EnvironmentClirBrian Colemanand
ward members forthe official
unveiling of the crime-busting
surveillancecamerasin EastBarnet
towncentreand Hampden Squarein
Brunswick Park.

Theseven-camera EastBarnet
scheme willmonitor all parts of the
towncentre, includingthe
shopping areas, car park and
footpath linking both. Thetwo
extra crime-fightingcamerasin
Hampden Square will be ableto
keep awatch onallshop fronts.

Afibreopticlink will channel
images from bothschemesto
Barnet Council’'snew 24-hour CCTV

controlroom

where
J_—%_-;.:« operatorscan
ccTv ONE | usethehigh-
- tech equipment
T tozoominon
the activities of
EastBarnet vandalsand
criminals.

CCTVzone

) Cabinet Member

for EnvironmentClir
Brian

¢

v

Richard Barnes, Deputy Chair of the Metropolitan Police Authority (Left)and Cabinet Member for Environment,
ClirBrian Coleman (Second right) joinlocal tradersand councillors for thelaunch of CCTV inEast Barnet

Colemansaid: “Everyoneliving,
working or visiting these shopping
areashasarighttogo abouttheir
business free from crime and the
fear of crime. Theintroduction of
the two new CCTV schemes will
significantly improve security by
helpingtodrive outanycriminal
and nuisance behaviourthat
blights these communities. They
arethe nextphaseinour CCTV
coverageinthe boroughand
underline once againour
commitmenttotacklingcrimeand
making ourstreetssafer.”
CCTVisanimportanttoolin
detecting and deterringcrime, and
isvery effective incombating and

reducing enviro-crimesuch as
graffiti.

Theintroduction ofthe East
Barnetand Hampden Square
schemes followstherecent
announcementofextra
surveillance camerasalongthe AS
andthecouncil’'splansto extendits
network ofstaticCCTV camerasto
coverseven more town centres.




You told us what you think

e are always very keen
W to know what

residents think of us —
infactsince 1995 the council has
been conducting annual surveys
to see whatresidents think about
the services the council provides.

Theresultsofthe 2002/3
Residents Attitude Survey have
justbeen compiled and over the
next few monthswe’ll be looking
atthemtoseewhatwecandoto
improve life foreveryone living in
the borough.

When asked abouttheservices
thatthe council provides, Barnet
residents gave the following
comments:

» Education-The majority of
people were extremely
satisfied with the education
service and 53% said that
secondary educationinthe
borough was between good
and excellent.
Barnetlibraries and adult
educationservicesgotthe
thumbs up —over 70% of
residentsrated the services
highly.

» Environment—Mostresidents
thoughtthatthe council’s
recycling andrefuseservice
wasvery good, and just over
halfthoughtthat parksand

openspaceswere excellent—
that’s 10% more than last year.

» Roads—only32% ofresidents
rated the roads and pavements
intheirareahighly.

» OtherServices —around halfof
residents were satisfied with
social services, council housing
and benefitservices.

As aresult of allthe answersyou
provided us with, we’llnow be
looking to see whatwe candoto
improve our services even further
-and make Barnetan even better
place toliveinthe future.

re's
More information aboutthe 2001
Census hasjustcomein-andit
makes forsome very interesting
reading. This new data provides
us with detailed information
aboutthe borough’s population
and theirliving and working
conditions. Here are the latest
facts and figures to bereleased:

» Thereare 314,564 residentsin
Barnet—which makesitthe
second biggestboroughin
London. The borough hasthe
highest Chinese populationin
London andthe largest
percentage of Jewish residents
in England and Wales.

» The majority of Barnet
residents live in semi-detached

ooKINng atyou

accommodation and justover
13,000residents live in council
accommodation.

68% of Barnetresidentsarein
employment with just over
10% of people working from
home. According tothe new
figures, sixresidents put
‘fishing’ down as their
occupation.

Astaggering 59,224 of
residentsdrive to work
comparedto 33,433 travelling
ontheunderground. Just over
fourthousand people walk to
work, with nearly 1,500 cycling
totheiremployment.

The numberofchildreninthe
borough haschanged little
overthe pastfouryears. Barnet

v

v

v

has 63,756 children under the
ageofi16andthereare 7,850
single parent householdsin
the borough.

Onthewhole we’'re a healthy
bunch —-aroundthree-quarters
ofresidentssaid their health
wasgood—-but7.3% described
their health aspoor. There are
nearly 2,500 residents aged 90
yearsandover—andthree
qQuarters ofthose are women.

v

“You can find out more information
onthe Censusonthe Barnet Council
website : www.barnet.gov.uk or

www.statistics.gov.uk



Dell Field Opens

hefirstof Barnet's new
I generation of care homes
hasbeen completed at Dell
Field Court, Finchley, and
residents are already movingin.
Barnet Community Homes and
the Fremantie Trust was
established when the council
transferred ownership of eleven
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Councillor Maureen Braun (right), Cabinet Member
forSocial Care, and resident Marjorie Dowling who
hasbeen closelyinvolved in developing the new
care home programme

homesto the Ealing Family
Housing Association.

Theirbriefistoreplace
outdated care homes with five
new up todate homes and four
moderndaycarecentresinasix
year, £27 million programme.

Dell Field Courtisastylish
modern building builtonthree
floors, imaginatively designed for
40residents. Ithasensuite toilets
andshowers, spaciouslounges
anddining rooms and also boasts
alaundry, kitchenand
hairdressers.

Councillor Maureen Braun,
Cabinet Member for Social Care,
said: “I believe passionately in
providing the very bestcare for
ourolderresidents and this
excellent partnership will ensure
that 400 of our mostvulnerable
residentscan look forwardtoa
secure future in quality
surroundings.”

Give achild a break,

Barnet Council is currently looking
forlocal people who wantto make
adifference to disabled children
within the borough.

The BarnetLink scheme, which
providesshort breaks fordisabled
youngsters, ishoping torecruit
people ofallagesand
backgroundsto become carers. For
justafew hoursaweek, carers
provide children with the
opportunity to have funand make
new friends, whilstallowing
familiesto enjoy a well-earned
break from fulitime caring.

Shortterm carerstakepartin

everyday activities with the
children, such as playing games,
swimming and visiting parks.
Existing carersare made up of
people of avariety of ages from
manydifferentbackgrounds. A
number ofthemdon‘thave
children of their own, butenjoy
being able toshare their free time
providing care foradisabled
youngster.
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Town Keeper Eric Ndadaye (second from feft) meets
Whetstone Farmers’ Market traders

Barnet'sinnovative town keeper
service hasbeensingledoutina
GovernmentWhite Paperasa
positive exampleof howa
councilcan combaturban
eyesores like graffiti, litter and fly
posting.

Thisrecognition coincided
with the launchin Marchofanew
townkeeperschemein
Whetstone. Currently workingin
ten town centres, the councilis
rollingouttheserviceinto five
moreshopping areasthis
financialyear.

Town keeperscarry outearly
morning patrolstociear anylitter
or graffitithat hasappearedover
night.

TheWhite Paper, called
"Respectand Responsibility —
taking astand againstanti-social
behaviour” praisesBarnetforthe
way town keeperswork closely
with the police, and for leading
thewayingettinglocal tradersto

. makesure graffitiisremoved

fromwindow shutters.



A new guide toservices
available for children and their
families in the borough has been
launched by Barnet Council’s
award winning Children’s
Information team.

The free, comprehensive
booklet called ‘Choices for
Children’ published by the
Children’sInformation Service
(CIS) replacesthe 'Under Fives
Booklet’, which was previously
available from libraries at acost
of £1.

The new, improveddirectory
isnotonly free, but contains
moreinformation than ever
before and now caters fora
wider age group —0-14years.

Families, carers and
professionalswill be able to
instantly accessinformationona
hugerange of subjects.
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T mMmillion for Silk Stream
flood defences

Barnet Councilhasconfirmed that
itwill be contributingover £1mto
the Silk Stream flood alleviation
scheme afterthe Government
announced thatconstructionisdue
tostartnextsummer.

Theschemewill protect
hundredsofhomesin Edgware,
Colindale and BurntOak from
future flooding.

The projectincludesseven flood
storage areas and localised flood
defencesalongSilk Stream and its
tributaries.

Barnet Council, which has

alreadygiven planning permissior
forthe project, hasbeencallingor
the Environment Agency to move
ahead with the scheme as quickly

possible. The Governmentsaysth

negotiations between the agenc,
andlandowners, which have bee:
delayingthe project, are nowclos
tocompletion.



Trading Standards
visit Hungary

Arequestby the Departmentof
Trade and Industry to Barnet’s
Trading Standards team led to the
speedy dispatch of one of their
experts to take partin aproject to
help prepare Hungary forits
imminententryinto the
European Union.

Steve Leighton, who specialises
in productsafety, wassentto
Budapestandthree other centres
to assistintraining customs
officerstolearn howtorecognise
and stopdangerousimports
crossing theirborders.

The move was an attemptto
prevent Hungary becominga
gateway which could allow
unsafe goodsto floodthe UK and

therestof Europe. Awholeraftof
EUregulations will apply to new
states joining the union and
systems mustbe putin placeto
ensure these are enforced.

Steve gave lectures which
included tipson howtoscreen
electrical and gas products,
machinery, toys and other goods
aswellassharing hisexperience in
marketsurveillance techniques.

These willnowbeincludedina
publication which the Hungarian
authoritieswill use asaguide for
theirown officersin whatthey
intend will be, with alittle help
from their friends, as effective and
professional aserviceasanyin
Europe.

Art from Chaville

Noemi Kupfer from the borough’s
twin town of Chaville, asuburb of
Paris, shows off her sculpture
‘ChantdesPossibles’ which won
first prize in a competition for
young artists sponsored by
Barnet’s Cultural Services.

The figurine, carved inwood, is
one of four pieces purchased from
the winning artists. They willgoon
permanent publicdisplayin
council buildings. Chaville is
planning tosponsor asimilar
competition foryoungBarnet
artists laterintheyear.

=

't's the sign of the times

Earlier this year Barnet Council
launched its new look streetsigns
—and eversince then they‘ve
become a familiarsightacross the
borough! These newsigns
incorporate the Barnetcrest
along with the blue surround
adopted as part of the council’s
corporate identity lastyear. This
new style willimprove theimage
of Barnet'sroads and give the
borough aunique identity that
will differentiateitfrom
surrounding areas.

You'll seethe newsigns popping
up across Barnetwhereveran
existingsign needsreplacing, ora
new developmentistaking place.

DEVONSHIRE
CRESCENT nw.
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Getting motivated to
exercise can be
difficultbutBarnet
Council’s Health and
Sports Development
Team ison hand to give
you akick-starttoa
healthierlifestyle.

T he teamrunsarange of
programmes aimed at
encouraging peopleto
improve their health by giving
them the opportunity to take part

insportand physical activity.

Fitness for Life

The Fitness for Life initiative, run
in partnership with Barnet
Primary Care Trust, offers
residents health assessmentsand
supervised exercise sessions under
the watchful eye of professional
instructors.

Activitiesinclude GPreferral
classes for people advised to
exercise by theirdoctoron health
groundsand cardiac
rehabilitation sessions for people
who havesuffered heart
problems.

Forpeoplelookingto become
more active and meet new people
there areinstructorled fitness
walkssuitable for people of all
ages and abilities.

3

Asoccer tournament organised by Barnet's Health and Sports Development Team

Sports and Physical
Activity
Development

The Sports and Physical Activity
Developmentschemerunsawide
range of programmes aimed at
developingsportinthe local
community.

Recenteventshaveincludeda
girls’ footballtournament at
Whitefield School in Cricklewood
andtrialsto pick aBarnetteam for
the FloraLondon Mini Marathon.

Upcoming activitiesinclude
free football coachingsessions,
free exercise classes forthe elderly
on Grahame Park, streetdance
classes, boxing classesand trials
forthe London Heathrow Youth
Gameswhich feature basketball,
athleticsand hockey amongst
many othersports.

Thescheme also offerssports
and activity sessions, training in

sports coaching and advice on
how to access funding for
community groups, schools, clubs
and individuals.

Walk for Life

The wWalk for Life programme
encourages peopletovolunteer as
‘Walk Leaders’ tosupervise guided
health walksintheirown
communities.

Walkingregularly resultsin

reducedrisk of heartdisease, high
blood pressure, stroke, diabetes,
osteoporosis, some forms of
cancer and helpsweightloss.

Fitness for Life 0208202 6458
TheSports and Physical Activity
Development Team 0208202 6830
To Volunteer orgetinformation on
volunteerled walks 020 8202 6057



Say hello
wave goodbye

n May 14th we said
goodbye to Mayor of
Barnet CouncillorJoan

Scannell, and hello to the new
Mayor, Councillor Melvin Cohen.

The pastyear has

been quitean

experience for

Councillor Scannell —and
onethatshe’ll never
forget.Inthe lasttwelve
monthsshe has

attended hundreds of
engagements, raised
thousands of pounds for
charity, visited various
countries, opened

buildings, chaired
meetingsand

corresponded with

people acrossthe world.
Butthe highlightof the
year of course had tobe

the Queen’svisitto

Barnet. Thousands of

people flocked to

Copthall Stadium to see

the Queen and the Duke

of Edinburgh duringa

whistle stop tour ofthe

UK. Asthe firstcitizen of Barnet, it
wasthe Mayor’sjob to look after
theroyal visitors and makesure
thatthe day was asuccess.

The Mayor has also worked
tirelessly toraise funds forthe
Mayor’s Charity Appealand, asa
result, dozens of peopleinthe

borough who suffer from diabetes
and cancer will benefit.

Asshestands down, Counciilor
Melvin Cohentakesonthe
position forthe year, with

a
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The new Mayor of Barnet Clir Melvin Cohen

Councillor Maureen Braun as his
escort. For more informationon
the Mayor of Barnetand the
Mayor-making ceremony, seethe
Mayor’s website at
www.barnet.gov.uk/mayor



children’s arts festival

B 4 Sunday 13 July 11am - 6pm Friary Park Friern BarnetLaneN11

1S g,
N\t ¥ ™

19:

IUUsTTITOr JennY WaTkLns Rec

For furtherinformation at -
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Play! Children’s
Arts Festival-a
seriesof events
forchildren
and famihes.
For detailssee
page 13

Planning a local event? Want free
publicity” Barnet First can help you.

Send usdetails and we'll publicise it on this page (space
permitting) and we'll also put it on our website at
www.barnet.gov.uk.So, ifyou're holdingan event atyour
local pub, youth club, sportscentre or wherever send the
details (including a contact telephone number) to

Susan Segar, Barnet First Magazine, Town Hall, The
Burroughs, London NWA4 4BG. You can also fax details to
02083592677 oremail to susan.segar@barnet.gov.uk

until 15 june, ‘"Weird and Wonderful
Contraptions’ exhibitton

12 July-7 Sept., exhibition of 19th and
20th Century Artists’ Views of Barnet
borough taken from Barnet Council’s
Archives

Church Farmhouse Museum,
Greyhound Hill, Hendon, NW4.
Open Mon-Thurs 10am-12.30pm
and 1.30pm-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm
and 2-5.30pm; Sun 2-5.30pm
Closed Fri. Free admission.

Girls Football.

Hendon FC training sessions by FA
quaiified female coaches for ages 8+
Tuesdays 6 30-7 30pm

Edson Sports Centre, Pavilion Way,
Edgware. £2 persession. Phone Lou
Pantelion 07941396964 or email:
HendonWFC@aol.com

garden. 15 June 'AliBaba & The Forty
Thieves', 22 June, Phoenix Concert
Band, 29 June, traditional jJazz, 6 July
‘In the Good Old Summertime’; 13 July
‘The Merchant of Venice'; 27 July 'Two
Gentlemen of Verona®' Box Office 020
84554640

26-30 May. Half Term SOS.

Allages cangetinvolved inrealisti
air-sea rescue missions Also
equipment displays, Sea King and
Gnffin helicopter landings (subjectto
availability) and a mobile interactive
exhibrtion on composite maternals (26-
31 May)

RAF Museum, Grahame Park Way,
Hendon, NW9. For more details
phone 0208358 4849 or see website
www rafmuseum.org Free
admission and parking.

25 May, 2-4.30pm. Finchley Arts
Centre Trust Open Day at The Bothy
Gardens (in the grounds of Avenue
House).

Entrance in East End Road, N3 (opp
Holmwood Gardens). Also open air
concerts and plays in the walled

Complementary Therapy Talks
29 May, Native Plant Medicine, 24
June, Shamanism - Native American
behefs, 31 July, Face Reading &
Graphology £5 each talk incl light
refreshments
Greenhill New Church, 177

Leicester Road, New Barnet. For
details phone 0208361 6255.

31 May-7 June. Mill Hill Music
Festival.

See website

www millhillmusicfest .co uk for
details of the 25 different musical
events/booking form

Tickets also from Nomad Travel, 8/
The Broadway, NW7.For more
information phone 02089595013,

13-22June. The Proms at St Jude’s,
Central Square, NWI11.

Music ranges from classical to jazz and
gospel, played by internationally
known artists and cream of the
younger generation
Bookings/enquiries 02084584166
or see website www stjudes.org uk

21 &22June. 12noon-6pm. East
Finchley Community Festival.
Sat. (Strawberry Vale) football
competition, arts workshops,
preparing for festival parade, Sun
(Cherry Tree Woods) fancy dress
parade, live music, stalls, beer tent,
food, fun and games for kids and more
Forinformation phone 0208883
4916 or see website
www.eastfinchley.co.uk

24-26June.1.30-3.30pm.
Midsummer Fayre &
Entertainment.

Stationery, plants, tombola, raffle,
white elephantstall, crafts, jewellery,
refreshments and more Free
admission

Springwood Day Centre,
Springwood Crescent, Edgware.
Tel.02089588123/4.

29June. Cricklewood Community
Festival, Clitterhouse Playing Fields,
NwW2.

Fun for all ages with a massive funfarr,
Chinese hine dancing, African dancing,
self defence, flash musicals, five-a-side
football tournament, stalls, the
unbelievable Michael lackson
impression and much more.

For more information phone 020
84389771.

4 &5 July, 9-12 July. Hampstead
Garden Theatre present 'Roaring

Girl’, Littlewood Open Air Theatre,
Hampstead Garden Suburb.
Evening performances 7 30pm plus
matinees Sats. 5th & 12th, 3pm
Tickets (notadvance booking) £7
adults, £5.50 children/conc. More
details phone 0208908 2548.

5 July. Regenerate! West Hendon
Community Festival, York Park,
Marsh Drive, NW9.

Celebraung forthcoming regeneration
of West Hendon. Music stage,
children’s arts activities/workshops,
stalis, boatrides and more
Forinformation phone 0208976
1171

S & 6 July, East Barnet Community
Festival, Oak Hill Park, EN4.

Theme 'Glory Days’, music and dance
of the 50s, 60s and 70s. Women's and
Girls’ Football Tournament(Sat 5th,
for detailsphone 0208359 6536)
Many craft, chanty and business stalls.
Arenaevents

Forinformation phone 07071
781745 orsee website
www.eastbarnetfestival.org

11-13July. Grahame Park Festival
Community Centre, The Concourse,
NwW9 Community festival with stalls
Sat. morning (12th)

Fordetails phone 0208205 9865.

16-20 July. Pentland Finchley
Carnival, Victona Park, Ballards Lane, N3
Fri 18th Senior Citizens’ Hospitality Day,
Sat 19th Procession from Avenue House
inEastEnd Road, arena entertainments,
charity and craftstalls, dog show, Sun
20th Family Day, baby show.
Formoreinformation phone 020
83499691

Edinburgh Previews: 18 July 8pm,
Aftertherrlastyear's award winning
Edinburgh hit, Peepolykus with their
newshow ‘Mental’, 19 July 8pm,
comedy acts Jessica McCloud & Laura
Black then Rhys Darby with his new
show 'AManof Qur Times', 26 July
8pm, sisters Lauretta and Sharon Gavin,
aka Gavinand Gavin then AlexHorne
with his new show ‘Making Fish Laugh®
Tickets £6. The Bull, 68 High Street,
Barnet, ENS 55J). Box Office 020
B449 0048. Visit website
www.thebull.org.uk for details of
theatre, dance, music, comedy,
community and children’sevents at
TheBull.
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Contactuson 8444 6789 (4pm-9pm)or at
www.phoenixcinema.co.uk

For weekly updates by email contact us at
friends@phoenixcinema.co.uk

Full disabled access. Advanced Bookings. Coffeebar.
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