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eing in publicoffice
ofteninvolves
making difficult
decisions and balancing _"é} o~
nextyear’s council budget
has been no easy task after b
the council was handed the
worst financial settlement g
possible fromthe
government.

Inline with our pledge to putthe
community first, we remain committed to
providing a first class education for all the
borough’s children, supporting the vulnerable
and making sure our environmental and street
based services are amongstthe bestin London.

To minimise the impactthatgovernment
underfunding has on ourschoolsand front
lineservices we have had no choice buttoraise
council tax and to make efficiency savingsin
other areas of the council.

On abrighter note, lam delighted that
results achieved by Barnet’'s GCSE students are
once again amongstthe bestin the country
and thattwo more of oursecondary schools,
Ravenscroft and Christ’s College, have
achieved specialiststatus. The government’s
education watchdog OFSTED has also praised
our Education Development Plan, which will
help us work with schools toraise standards
even further.

Finally, we want to know whatyou think of
BarnetFirst. Sotake thetime to enter our
competition on page 3 and letusknow what
youwanttoreadaboutin future editions of
your council magazine.

03

06

08

11

12

14

17

21

21



Councilagrees

Hudgetand councll

taxrisefor2003/04

governmentunderfunding while

maintaining key services, Barnet
Council has been forced to raise the
average Band D council tax bill by
22.75% in 2003/04.

The council was faced with a huge
shortfall on nextyears budgetwhen
itreceived the worst financial
settlement possible from the
government—theincrease of3.5%
wasthe minimum thatthe
government could have given
Barnet and the lowest for any
council inthe country.

Atthesame time, the
governmenttold Barnetthatit must
increase its funding toschoolsby £14
million nextyear while giving the
council an overall budgetincrease of
only £13million —to spread across all
of itsservices.

In order to balance nextyear’s
budget, take accountof government
underfunding and to protect
education—one of Barnet’s key
objectives—the council hasdecided
to increase the schools budget by
£13million, make £11million of
efficiency savings across the council
and also to raise council tax.

Despite these difficult
circumstances, the council has also
decided toincrease funding for
Looked After Children by
£6.5million and Special Educational
Needs by over £2million nextyear.

Barnet’s Band D council tax bill
willrise from £741.50in 2002/03 to
£910.21in 2003/04, an increase of
£168.71. Anincrease in the Mayor of
London’s precept will mean a further

I n abid to plug the gap leftby

£224.40is also added to council tax
bills.

Many councilsin London are
facingsignificant council taxrises
nextyear because of area cost
adjustment, which has switched
government funding away from the
South East.

Barnet’s financial position was
made worse by anumber of other
issues including:

» Losingouton £7million of
funding because of the census
figures released by the Office of
National Statistics, which showed
areductioninBarnet’s
population of 30,000.

» Theincreasein National
Insurance contributions payable
by employers will cost the council
an extra £ 1million nextyear.

» Af22millionincreaseinLondon-
wide levies.

» Af4.4millionincreaseinthe
employers’ contribution to the
teachers’ pensionscheme.

The budget proposals for 2003/04
were agreed by a meeting of the full
councilon 4 March.

Council Leader Victor Lyon said:
“This has been a very difficult
budgetto balance. We have
minimised the damage thatthe
government’ssettiement, which has
shifted much needed resources away
from London to other parts of the
country, could have done to our
schools by making efficiency savings
in other parts of the council and by
raising council tax.”
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Barnet First
orize draw

elluswhatyouthink
I aboutBarnetFirst
andenterourfree
prize draw. To entersimply
fillin thisquestionnaireandreturnitto
the address below. We have three prizes
to give away sponsored by Holmes Place

Health Clubs. Each prize consists of:

» Three months HolmesPlace
membership (branchesineither
Hendon, Elstree or Cricklewood)

» Sixresults based trainingsessionsand

» AHolmesPlace Health Club goody
bag.

1) Overall what do you think of
BarnetFirst? Please tick one of the
following:

[] Excellent
[JGood
[JAverage
[JPoor

[JveryPoor

2)Whatdo you like about BarnetFirst?

3)Isthere anything youdisiike about
BarnetFirst?

4) What could we do to further
improve the magazine?

5) Any other comments?

Name:
Address:

Please cutout and return this questionnaire to:
Barnet First Readers Competition

Room 46, Town Hall, The Burroughs

Hendon, London, NW4 4BG
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Barnetlibrary
service gets a new
setof wheels

A new mobile library launched by
Barnet Council will ensure even those
people notliving nearto a permanent
library continue to have access to first
classlibrary services.

The new vehicle, which replaces
onethatistenyearsold, wasunveiled
by Barnet’s Cabinet Member for
Community Development Clir Peter
Davis when it visited Homefield Close
sheltered housing complexin East
Finchley.

The mobilelibrary —one of two
which operatein the borough-hasa
wheelchair lift and is fully equipped
for people with disabilities.

Decorated with illustrations by
acclaimed artist Quentin Blakeiit
houses asimilarrange ofservices
residents could expectto find in the
borough’s main library buildings.

Transportboost for
the borough’s
disabled people

A newdeal brokered by the councilis
setto bring more freedom to disabled
residentsin the borough who find it
difficultorimpossible to use public
transport.

For the firsttime it will be possible
forresidentsto use Transport for
London’s black cab scheme as well as
Barnet’s own local mini-cab service.

Barnet Council'snew mobile library decorated with illustrations by famous artist Quentin Blake

. Acton ey

Thisshould greatly increase the
number of vehicles which disabl¢-¢j
peoplecan callupon.

Councillor Maureen Braun,
Cabinet Member for Social Services,
has welcomed the new scheme.She
said, "This isgood news for the
borough’s disabled. Barnetis acutely
aware of the problems faced by many
disabled residents in using public
transport and isdeterminedtoensure
they have access to the transport they
need.”

Those who take partin the Taxicard
scheme buy vouchers at a nominal fee
and pay towards their journeys
according to the distance travelled.
Taxicard users will also have accessto
Freedom Passes.

Freedom Pass

The Freedom Pass, which allows free
travelon London‘s buses, tubes, train-
and trams for Barnet's elderly and
disabled, is getting even better.
From 1 April, men as wellaswom:
will now be eligible for travel
concessions at 60 instead of 65 and

Id'er peopleshould apply fora passat
r?enr l~ocal post office while people with
isabilities should contact the council's
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disabled people will be able to use
their passes 24 hours aday bringing
theminto line with concessions
offered to blind people.

Concessionsto the elderly will
continue towork from9.30amon
trainsand 9.00am on buses and tubes.
Barnet, togetherwith all the other
London boroughs, pays forthe
Transportfortondonrunscheme
which thisyear will cost £170 million.
The passes are valid for twoyears and
nearly 47,000 Barnetresidents will
benefit.

Hitthe funroad toc
fitnessin 2003

Around 100 Barnetresidents decided
togettheir blood pumping and get fit
when they took partinthe tenth
Rockport Mile Day at Copthall
Stadium.

The event, run by Fitness for Life—a
scheme funded by Barnet Counciland
BarnetPrimary Care Trust-gives
residentsthe chancetodetermine
their level of fitness.

Allthose taking parthadtodowas
walk atimed mile. Inlinewith the
‘Rockport’ fitness testsystem their
age, gender, weight, finishing heart
rate and time werethentakeninto
accountand participantsweregiven a
score indicating just how fitthey
were.

Forinformation on getting more active call j
Fitness for Lifeon

Kung Hei Fat Choy!

P

Traditional Chinese dragon dancing at Oriental City!'

Happy New Year —or Kung Hei Fat
Choy-toyoualll February 1st was the
start of the Chinese New Year —and
thisyearisthe Year of the Ram. As
Barnetis hometothelargest Chinese
community in London, the
celebrations were the most exciting
and colourfulthan anywhere elsein
London! Atthe Oriental City Chinese
Centre, the Barnet Chinese
Community Association treated
shopperstotraditional New Year
celebrationsincluding alLion Dance
(pictured)—-whichissaidtobring
good luck to every place in whichitis
performed.

Borough Guide

The latest full colour edition of the
BarnetBorough Guideisjustout
packed with up-to-date information
oneverythingyou need to know
aboutthe borough fromschools and
jobopportunities tolocal history and
leisure. An AtoZindexgivesresidents
andvisitorsdetailsonthe work of the
counciland theservicesit provides.
Copiesofthe Barnet Borough Guide
are available free from local libraries
and council Action Points.



hentwelve-year-old Anne
Frank started keepinga
diary, she could never have

known theimpactitwouldstillbe
making on ourlives almostsixty years
later. Tocommemorate Holocaust
Memorial Day, Barnet Councilsecured a
visitby the Anne Frank : A History For
Today Exhibitionto Brent Cross
Shopping Centre. Hundreds of people
visited the exhibition, which explored
thelivesof Anne and other Holocaust
survivors, aswell aslooking atsome of
theissuesfacingyoungsterstoday—
such asracism, humanrightsand

Eva Schloss, Anne Frank'sstepsister speaks of her
experiences of the Holocaust

The Mayor of Barnet presents Narinder with abowl of
commemorative snowdrops

tolerance.

The exhibition alsoincluded aspecial
sectiondedicatedtothelife of London
teenager Stephen Lawrence, whowas
brutally murderedin aracist attack.

The Mayor of Barnet, Councillor
Joan Scannellopenedthe exhibition
with Big Brother celebrity Narinder.
Therewere alsoguestappearances by
Nicky Gavron, the Deputy Mayor of
London, and Anne Frank’s stepsister,
EvaSchloss.

Residents pay tribute

Nearly a thousand people attendeda
service to mark Holocaust Memorial
Day atHendon Park on 26th January.
The Mayor of Barnet, CouncillorJoan
scannell and Councillor Peter Davis,
Cabinet Member for Community
Developmentand Youth Services,
joinedresidentsand representatives
from a variety ofreligious and disability
groupsto rememberthevictimsofthe
Holocaust.

Taking partintheservice werethe
London Cantorial Singersand pupils
from Moss Hall Junior Schooland
CopthallSecondary School. They were
joined by local Holocaust survivor Lady
Jakobovits, who spoke of the
extraordinary experiences of herself
and herfamily—andtheirremarkable
struggle forsurvival.

Aftertheservice, Lady Jakobovits
was joined by local schoolchildren to
launch Barnet Council’s Children of the
Holocaust Memorial Project. The aim of
the projectistoplantenough
snowdrops, over time, across the
boroughtorepresentthelives of the
1.5 million children who losttheir lives
during the Holocaust.

Youcanseeimagesfromthe
Holocaust Memorial Day, and find out
moreinformation aboutthe Holocaust
bylooking atthe Community section of
the Barnet Council website at:
www.barnet.gov.uk.

Children ofthe Holocaust Memorial Project

Inmemoryofthe 1.5 million children
who losttheirlivesduring the
Holocaust, Barnet Council has
launched the Children of the
Holocaust Memorial Project. The aim
ofthe projectisto plant, overtime,
enough snowdropstorepresentthe
life of every childthatdied.

If you‘d like to establish your own
special memorialgarden, thenyou

canregisteryourdetailsonthe Barnet
Council website:
www.barnet.gov.uk/snowdrop.
Certificates will be issued to all those
who contribute to the project and we
willbe keepingarunning total ofthe
exactnumber of snowdropsthat have
been planted acrossthe borough.
Therewillalso beregularupdates on
how to maintainyourgarden, along

with handy hints and tips from expert
gardeners.




New

Grahame

—ark

Police Office

Inabidtobeatcrime and reduce the fear of crime
Barnet Police have established a new base in the

heartof Grahame Park.

arnet'scommunity beat officers
B moved into their new
headquaterslast February.

The media, membersofthe public
and localdignitarieswere invited to
attend as Chairperson of the Grahame
Park Residents Association, Mr Eyo
Nkune, MBE, and Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Sir John Stevens
officially openedthe new police base.

Therenovation project hasreceived
financial backing from the
government funded Communities
Against Drugs-Barnet (CAD-B) project
andisthelatestsuccessful partnership
scheme undertaken by Barnet Police
andBarnet Council.

By locating the police officeinthe
heart of the community Barnet Police
wanttoimpressonthelocal
community thatahigh visibility
presence will be maintainedinthe area
to targetdrugdealersandanyoneelse
involved inillegal activities.

Thiscentral base forthe westside of
the borough will allow officersto have
briefings atthe beginning andend of
eachshiftand enablethem to access
facilitiesthatwill helpthemtocarry
out essentialadministrative duties
more efficiently. Thisin turn will
maximise the amount of time officers

spend outon patrol.

The patrolswill operate fromthe
new office onadaily basis between
8am and midnight. The 17 community
beat officersundertakingthem will be
made up of onelnspector, two
sergeants, and 14 constablesand cover
home beatsaround Burnt Oak
Edgware, Mill Hill, West Hendon and
the Grahame Park estate itself.

SuperintendentSimon O’Briensaid
"This converted business premises will
allow officerstoregularly patrol the
area from the office. Such close contact
with the local community willenable
officersto formlinks with people they
meetwhen outonduty. Itishopedthat
theselinks will encourage local
residentstoinform police aboutthe
activitiesofdrugdealersinand around
the estate.”

Thelaunch ofthe new police base is
the latest project from the innovative
Real Time Community Change
initiative. Although the office will not
be manned fulltime, the local
community can bereassured by the
frequentdaily police patrols from their
new base onthe Grahame Park Estate.
Members ofthe public will still be
encouraged to attend Colindale Police
Station forgeneral enquiries.




» Thisyearswinnerscollect the awards from the Mayor of
Barnet (fromlefttoright) Kurt Weinberg, David Ford, the
Mayor of Barnet, Daulat Jiwa, June Briveau and Ann Ray

Congratulations to the
five Barnetresidents
who are this years Civic
Awards winners

Barnet recognises

local heroes

he annual Barnet Civic Awards
I recognise thelocal people who

make an outstanding
contribution to the local community —
often withoutrecognition. Asusual,
there was an enormous number of
nominations anditwasanincredibly
difficult task to find just five worthy
winners. However, attheceremonyin
January, the following individuals
collected their awards:

Ann Ray has worked with Homeless
ActioninBarnet(HAB)since itstarted
in 1997.She helped establishadrop-in
centre that provides food and
clothing tothe homeless, and helped
puttogetherarehabilitationservice
thatworksto puthomeless people
back into society by helping them get

homes and jobs.

David Ford is the Vice Chair of the
Princess Royal Trust for Carersin
Barnet, and co-founder of the Friends
of Brook Farm Open Space which
looksto prevent unsociable activity in
the areasuch as flytipping, poilution
and graffiti. The group also organises
environmental andsocial events, as
well as establishing working partiesto
tackle much-needed work inthe area.

DaulatJiwahasbeen workingsince
the mid-eighties to improve and
enrich thelivesof Asianwomeninthe
UK.Sheestablished Barnet Asian
Women's Association which provides
local Asian women with a meeting
point, and helpsthemtolearn new
skills. The association also works

closely with social workers to provide
support forwomen with domestic
problems and advice on mental health
problems.

KurtWeinberg fled Nazi Germany
during the Second World War and
used hisexperiences as arefugeeto
establish the Nansen Village in
Woodside Park. The ethos of the
villageis to further humanitarian
ideals by enabling individuals from
differentbackgroundsto meetand
exchangeideas, beliefsand
experiences.

June Briveau formed The Friends of
Barnet Hospital after aroad accident
ended hercareerasaspecial needs
teacher. The group organises eventsto
raise much needed funds for
equipmentandrunsashop within
BarnetHospital. June alsoruns a social
clubfortheelderly, works forthe
Good Neighbours Scheme —which
offersavariety ofservices from
shopping for the elderly to driving
peopleto hospital, and chairsthe
BarnetOld People’s Welfare.



Get on your bike for charity

Summer’snearly hereandit'stimeto
think aboutgettinginshape! Soifyou
fancy getting fitaswell asraising
money for charity, Barnet Council may
havethe answer!

The Mayor’s Charity is looking for
riderstotake partintheirannual
Charity Cycle Ride around the
beautifulBarnetand Hertfordshire
countryside. Theride will take place on
Sunday April 13th 2003, and all the
moneyraised will go to the Mayor's
Charity Appeal whichis helping local
people with diabetes and cancer.

Thisisn'tarace—and everybody is
welcometo come along and take part.
There aretworoutesthatriderscan
take partin, and both take acircular
routethatwillbeginandendin
Barnet. The firstroute of thirty miles
goes across cycle tracks, country lanes
and back roads between Barnetand
Stanborough Lakesin Hatfield. But for
those that feel thirty milesisalittle
daunting, thereisasecond option of
ten miles—which may be a little easier
onthelegs!

There areseveral refreshmentstops
enroute and participantswill be
accompanied by members from the
Barnet Cyclists Club. There will also be

amobile bicycle mechanicon hand just
incase of any technical problems!

Children under the age of sixteen
mustbe accompanied by an adult
throughoutthe wholeride, and
everyone wishing to take part must
registerin advance. Forregistration
detailsand more information, contact
Nick Baker atthe Accident Prevention
Centreon 0208906 8028.

\ =

You pedal and I'll take the lead! Just two of the
contestantsin lastyearscharitycycleride

Mayor invites residents to get surfing

For those of youwho have never
metthe Mayor of Barnet
CouncillorJoan Scannell, you
mightlike to know thatshe’s now
only amouseclick away!

By visiting the Barnet Council
website —www.barnet.gov.uk —you
can use the navigationtoolstotake
you tothe ‘Mayor’s Webpage’. There
you can see pictures of eventsshe has
recently attended as well as finding
outwhereshe’llbeinthe future.

There’s also aspecialsection
dedicated tothe 'Crown Jewels’ of
Barnetentitled ‘The Robes Show’
which featuresthe mayoral chains,
macesandrobesthataccompany
the Mayor on her official functions.

Youcan also find outwhere to
take partinthelatesteventstoraise
money forthe Mayor’s Charity
Appeal, and find outwhich
websitesshe lovestovisitwhenshe
gets awell-earned day off!
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Professional
HypnotherapistCentre

Established 30years Registered

“Iwishlhad phoned yousooner..." spoken by so many gratefulclients
PSYCHOLOGIST/HYPNOTHERAPIST (P.J. MILLINA HP.H.C)
of Harley Streetis nowavailablein Cockfostersand EastBarnet

CONFIDENCE PHOBIA

BLUSHING INSOMNIA

OVERWEIGHT TENSION

SMOKING INCREASESELFESTEEM
STRESS SPIRITUALDEVELOPMENT

DEPRESSION
SEXPROBLEMS

OVERCOME JEALOUSY

Alsofinesttrainingto become
HYPNOTHERAPIST/PSYCHOLOGIST
(Diploma). Available Sunday mornings andWeekdays.
Freeinitialassessment

Tel: 02084419685

www.hypnotherapyuk.f9.co.uk

Become a member of
Barnet Consumer Support
Network (CSN)

Representatives of the Voluntary Sector involved in providing
or funding consumer information and advice, and those from
gateway agencies are invited to join us in helping to improve
consumer access to expert and accurate legal advice.

Barnet consumers need your help.

By linking together all those involved in consumer advice we

aim to:

® Provide a fair trading environment

® Improve the quality of goods and services

® Encourage good practice

@ Encourage constructive negotiation (alternative dispute
resolution)

For further information contact: Gary Edel,
Moderator, Barnet CSN on 020 8359 6038
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AS_ 7 A LEVELS Preview Evening
GRAHAME PARK CENTRE WOO0D STREET CENTRE
24 June, 4.30 - 8pm 26 June, 4.30 - 8pm

ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS, LAW, MANAGEMEN
MARKETING, SECRETARIAL
RUSSELL LANE CENTRE GRAHAME PARK CENTRE

6 - 8pm 5-7pm
13 May 11 June 20 May
3 July 19 Aug 25 June

CHILDCARE & EARLY YEARS EDUC £
NURSING, SOCIAL WORK ATion, cA
RUSSELL LANE CENTRE

LA GRAHAME PARK CENTRE
11 June, 6 - 8Bpm

8 April, 6 - 8pm

24 June, 2 - 4.30pm

For a prospectus call: 020 8266 4050,/4046/
or 020 8275 281 6/7

info@barnet.ac.uk
www.barnet.ac.uk




ith 28 million tonnes of

waste being produced every

yearinthe UK, residents
wholiveinBarnetflats are beingurged
tohelptheenvironmentbyusinga
servicethatmakesrecycling easy.

Aspartofthe council’sbidtocreatea
greener borough, the Flats Recycling
Service offersresidentslivingin
medium and high-rise flatsthe chance
torecycle alltheir paper, glassandcans
by using specialrecycling containers
placed near theirhomes.

Over 55 estates have alreadysigned
uptothescheme whichisprovided by
Barnet Councilin partnership with ECT,
the UK’s largest community recycling
organisation.

Mr Simmonds, aresidentfrom
Mulberry Close flatswho already uses
theschemesaid: "Alotofushavebeen
thinking about how we coulddo ourbit
forthe environmentbut, because of
elderlyresidents within our block, we
needed aservice whichwaseasy to
reach andeasytouse.

Conguering the rubbish mountain. Barnet’s flats
recycling schemeis helpingresidents cut down onwaste.

"AmanfromECT camealongto
explain exactly how the Flats Recycling
Scheme worked; hetook our adviceon
wherethe containersshould be putand
theysentleafletstoeveryflattoletus
knowwhatwe could and couldn’t
recycle.

"lwasn’tsure how much people
would use theservice butwithinthe
firstweek we were recyclingso much,
we hadto ask forextracontainers.

"Andtheservice hasalso proved
popularbecausethe containersare
emptied every week -sotheydon’t
overflow-andtheyaredifficultto
vandalise."

Doyouthinkthatyour flatsmight
benefitfromthe Flats Recycling Service?
Ifso, thencall ECTon 02083713670 or
email:info@ectrecycling.co.uk

To find outmore aboutrecyclingin
Barnetsee the council'swebsite at:
www.barnet.gov.uk



You can contact the council in anumber of ways:
Forgeneral enquiries, of ifyouknowthe nameofthe
personorsectionyouwanttospeak to,

call0208359 2000

Visit the council's website at www.barnet.gov.uk for
information on allservicesincluding contact details
andtelephone numbers. For more detailed
enquiries on council services call into one of our
Action Points. The council has four Action Points at:
Hendon Town Hall ChippingBarnetLibrary
Edgware Library Golders Green Library
Action Points can alsobe contacted by:

Telephone: 02083594000 Fax:02083592197
Minicom: 02082038942
Email:info.centre@barnet.gov.uk

Contacting your local Councillor
(Surgery appointments are not necessary.
Atbank holidays, surgery times may change so

pleasering beforehand to check)
Con=Conservative, Lab=Labour, LibDem= Liberal Democrat

| BrRUNSWICK PARK WARD

LYNNE HILLAN (Con)

(020)84455101  clirl.hilan@barnet gov.uk

2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
ParkRd ,N11, 10.30am-12noon

DANIEL HOPE (Con)

(020)83689005 clird hope@barnet gov.uk

2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
Park Rd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

ANDREAS TAMBOURIDES (Con)

DEPUTY MAYOR

(020)83685417  clir.a tambourides@barnet.gov uk
2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
Park Rd ,N11, 10.30am-12noon

| BURNT OAK WARD

LINDA McFADYEN (Lab)

(020)83648782 clir .mcfadyen@barnet.gov uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave ., HAS,
10.30am-12noon

ALLAN TURNER (Lab)

(020)89522106 clir a turner@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HAS,
10.30am-12noon

ALAN WILLIAMS (Lab)

(020)8906 0576 clira wilhams@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HAS8,
10.30am-12noon

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, LABOUR GROUP.LEADER

I CHILDS HILL WARD

(02084467940 cliIrj.cohen@barnet.gov.uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

MONROE PALMER (LibDem)

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GROUP LEADER
(020)84555140 clirm palmer@barnet gov uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

(020)84555140  clir.s palmer@barnet. gov uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane,

Nw2, 7-8pm

I COLINDALE WARD

(020)84493231 clir.d chopra@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,

DANISH CHOPRA (Lab)
NW9, 10-11am

GILLSARGEANT (Lab)

(020)8455 1070  clir.g.sargeant@barnet.gov uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,
NW9, 10-11am

(020)8381 3919 clir.a sloam@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,
NW9, 10-11am

lALAN SLOAM (Lab)

COPPETTS WARD

BARRY RAWLINGS (Lab)

(020)84456416  clirb rawhngs@barnet.gov.uk

1st and 3rd Saturday every month, South Friern Library,
Colney Hatch tane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern Barnet
Library, Friern Barnet Road, N11, 10.30am-12noon

PAUL ROGERS (Lab)

(020)8368 1427  clir.p.rogers@barnet gov uk
1stand 3rd Saturday every manth, South Friern Library,
Colney Hatch Lane, N10 Other Saturdays, Friern Barnet
Library, Friern Barnet Road, N11, 10.30am-12noon

SOON-HOE TEH (Lab)

(020)84929489 clirs.h.teh@barnet.gov.uk

1stand 3rd Saturday of the month, South Friern Library,
ColneyHatch Lane, N10. Other Saturdays, Fnern Barnet
Library, Friern BarnetRoad, N11, 10.30am-12noon

EAST BARNET WARD

(020)83687366 clirt.burton@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85
BrookhillRoad, EN4, 10.30am-12noon

OLWEN EVANS (Con)

(020)8368 1986 clir o.evans@barnet.gov.uk
1stSaturday every month, The Community Centre,
VictonaRd , New Barnet, 10.30am-12noon. Also 3rd
Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85 Brookhill
Rd., EN4, 10.30am-12noon

SUSAN STEINBERG (Con)

(020)84414498 clirs.steinberg@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, EastBarnet Library, 85
BrookhillRd., EN4, 10 30am-12noon

EAST FINCHLEY WARD

|
|
| TERENCE C BURTON (Con)

ALISON MOORE (Lab)
(020)83430306  cllr a.moore@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,

COLIN ROGERS (Lab)

(020)84447150 clir.c rogers@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,
Church Lane, N2,

10-11.30am

pHIL YEOMAN (Lab)

DEPUTY LEADEROF THE LABOUR GROUP
(020)84449216 clir.p yeoman@barnet gov uk
Saturdays, EastFinchley Ne:ghbourhood Centre,
Church Lane, N2, 10-11 30am

_EDGWARE WARD
HELENA HART (Con)
(020)83710658  clir h.hart@barnet.gov.uk
Tuesdays (excluding religious andbank holidays),
Ed wareLibra Haletane HA8 5.30-6.30 m

MALCOLMLESTER (Con)

(020)82033144  conservative grp@barnet.gov. i
Tuesdays (excluding religious and bank halidays),
Edgware Library, HalelLane, HAS8, 5 30-6.30pm

JOAN SCANNELL (Con) MAYOR

(020)8959 5921 cllr.j.scannell@barnet.gov uk
Tuesdays (excluding religious and bank holidays),
Edgware Library, Hale Lane, HAS8, 5.30-6.30pm

FINCHLEY CHURCH END WARD

MICHAEL FREER (Con)

(020)8349 2540 clir.m.freer@barnet.gov uk

ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, EastEnd
Rd. N3, 7 30.8.30pm

EVA GREENSPAN (Con)

(020)8203 1598 clir.e.greenspan@barnet.gov « &
st Wednesday every month, Avenue House, Eastt- |
Rd., N3, 7 30-8.30pm

LESLIE SUSSMAN (Con)

(020)83466775  clirl.sussman@barnet.gov.uk
Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, EastErd
Rd., N3, 7.30-8.30pm

GARDEN SUBURB WARD

VANESSA GEARSON (Con)

(020)84558759 clirv.gearson@barnet.gov uk
4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willifiaid
Way, NW11,6-7pm

JOHN MARSHALL (Con)

(020)84452597  cllrj. marshali@barnet.gov.uk
4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willif
Way, NW11,6-7pm

JAZMIN NAGHAR (Con)

(020)84582466 conservative grp@barnet go.

4th Monday every month, Fellowship Ho fhi:
Way, NW11,6-7pm i

lGOLDERS GREEN WARD

MELVIN COHEN (Con
(020)8951 3477 clirm.cohen@barnet.gov.
2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library, 2

3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon $
Centre, 12noon-1 pm

ABA DUNNER {(Con)

(020)84559960  clir.a dunner@barnet gov.uk
2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library,
2 15-3 15pm.

Also 4th Sunday every month,

Hendon Sports Centre,

12noon-1pm
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CHRISTOPHER HARRIS (Con)

(020)87318303 clirc harris@barnet.gov.uk

2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library, 2 15-
3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon Sports
Centre, 12noon-1pm

IHALE WARD

STEVEN BLOMER (Lab)

(020)89597878 clirs.blomer@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Wathng Ave , HAS8,
10.30am-12noon

srian GORDON (Con)

07931300679 conservative grp@barnet.gov.uk
Please contactto arrange a meeting

(020)8364 9309 cllr s.hooker@barnet gov uk
Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave., NW7,
10am-12 noon

J oAKLEIGH WARD

JIM TIERNEY (Lab)

(020)83463359  clirj ierney@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

WESTHENDON WARD

ROBERTNEWTON (Con)

(020)84452879 clirr.newton@barnet gov uk

1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd_ N11.10.30am-12noon

BRIAN SALINGER (Con)

(020)8368 1329 clIrb salinger@barnet.gov.uk

1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd ,N11, 10 30am-12noon

ARUN GHOSH (Lab)

(020)82026841 clira.ghosh@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NWS, 10.30am-12noon

AGNES SLOCOMBE (Lab)

(020)82024074 dlir.a slocombe@barnet.gov uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12noon

RUTHNYMAN (Lab)
(020)8906 1418  clirr.nyman@barnet.gov uk

Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HA8,
10.30am-12noon

GERARD SILVERSTONE (Con)
(020)87318368 clir.g.silverstone@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd ,N11, 10.30am-12noon

JHENDON WARD

TOTTERIDGE WARD

ANSUYA SODHA (Lab)

(020)89596035 clira.sodha@barnet gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Commuruty Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12noon

MAUREEN BRAUN (Con)
(020)8203 1876 ciirm braun@barnet.gov.uk

1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

ANTHONY FINN (Con)

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

(CONSERVATIVE GROUP DEPUTY LEADER)
(020)82029689 clira finn@barnet gov. uk

1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Halt,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

BRIAN COLEMAN (Con)

GREATER LONDON ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR BARNET
& CAMDEN

(020)83492024 clir b.coleman@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Totteridge Library, 109
Totteridge Lane, N20, 10.30am-12noon

WOODHOUSE WARD

ANNE HUTTON (Lab)

(020)88830996 clir.a hutton@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchiey, N12, 10-
11.30am

KEVIN EDSON (Con)

(020)8447 1910  clIr k.edson@barnet gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Totteridge Library, 109
Totteridge Lane, N20, 10.30am-12noon

MARK LANGTON (Lab)

07940461 285 clirm langton@barnet.gov uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11 30am

MATTHEW OFFORD (Con)

(020)82025319 clirm.offord@barnet.gov.uk

1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

IHIGH BARNET WARD

VICTORLYON (Con)

LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

(CONSERVATIVE GROUP LEADER)
(020)84468253  clirviyon@barnet.gov uk
3rd Saturday every month, Totteridge Library, 109
Totternidge Lane, N20, 10 30am-12noon

ALAN SCHNEIDERMAN (Lab)

(020)8731 9680

clir.a schneiderman@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley. N12,
10-11 30am

KATIA DAVID (Con)

(020)8445 1410  clirk david@barnet.gov.uk

3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

KANTIPATEL (Con)

(020)8446 6639 clirk patel@barnet.gov uk

3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

WENDY PRENTICE (Con)

(020)8364 9249 clirw.prentice@barnet gov. uk

3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St , EN5, 2-3.30pm

lMILL HILL WARD

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LIBERALDEMOCRAT GROUP
(020)89068189 clir w.casey@barnet gov uk
Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave , NW7,
10am-12 noon

(020)89596261 clirj.davies@barnet gov uk
Saturdays, Milt Hill Library,

Hartley Ave .,

NW7,

10am-12 noon

UNDERHILLWARD

ANITA CAMPBELL (Lab)

(020)84402703 clira.campbell@barnet.gov.uk
istand 3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Library, 3 Stapyiton Rd., EN5, 2-3pm

FIONA BULMER (Con)

(020)8441 5258 clIr.f.buimer@barnet.gov.uk

3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St, ENS, 2-3 30pm

PETERDAVIS (Con)

(020)84498968 clirp.davis@barnet.gov uk

3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St , EN5, 2-3 30pm

WEST FINCHLEY WARD

KITTYLVONS (Lab)

(020)8346 6843 clirk lyons@barnet. gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11 30am

CONTACTING
YOUR MPs

CHIPPING BARNET

SIRSYDNEY CHAPMAN

Office. 163 High St ,Barnet, ENS 5SU
(020)84497345

FINCHLEY & GOLDERS GREEN

DRRUDIVIS

Office. 38 Church Lane, East Finchley, N2 8DT
(020)88830411

HENDON

ANDREW DISMORE

Office: St George's Lodge, 79 The Burroughs,
Hendon, NW4 4AX

(020)82022122

KATHY McGUIRK (Lab)

(020)83468255 clirk mcguirk@barnet. gov uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane,

North Finchley, N12,

10-11.30am

GREATER LONDON ASSEMBLY

MEMBER FORBARNET AND CAMDEN COUNCILLOR
BRIAN COLEMAN

City Hall, The Queen‘’s Walk,

London, SE1 2AA

(020)7983 4366




London Education Minister Stephen
Twigg’'srecentvisittothe Compton
School marked the school'stenth
anniversary and was recognition for
anoutstanding OFSTED reportlast
year, therenewal ofits’Beacon
Status’ and aninvitationto apply for
‘Advanced School’status which brings
with itthe possibility of further
funding.

Consistently oversubscribedsince
itopenedtheschooliscurrently
undergoing a £4.7 million expansion
programme.

Teresa Tunnadinewho hasbeen at
the Compton Schoolsinceitwas
openedin 1992, firstasdeputy
headteacherand forthe lastfour
years as headteacher, isdelighted
with the progressthathas been made.

Shesaid: "Thishasbeen arealteam
effort. We are fully staffed with
outstanding specialistteachersin all
areas again. We also have delightful,
mature and very hardworking pupils
and supportive parentsand
Governors. These are essential
ingredients for a successful school. We
alllook forward tothe nexttenyears,
which we know will bring even more
success.”
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pProud headteacher of Compton Technology College
Teresa Tunnadine with two of her pupils

lay! launched

Play! —amajorinteractive Children’s Art FeSt:v:‘l. Ihas
been launched with the help of Barnet school children,

he festival which will celebrate all
I aspectsof children’s play and
feature justabouteveryartform
imaginableisbeing organised by
Barnet Council’s ArtsServicein
partnership with the authority’'sEarly
Yearsteam and Artsdepot
Inthesixmonth runup tothemain
eventatFriary Park onJuly 13 adultsand
youngsterswillgetthechance to meet
andlearnfrom artistsinaseries of
workshops, residencies and road shows
beingstaged throughoutthe borough.
The firstof these, markingthe
launch of the ‘Play! Children’s Arts
Festival’, saw pupils from St Paul’s
Primary School in Mill Hillworking with
children’sauthor andillustratorJenny
Bent.

P

puplils from St Paul’s Primary Schoolin Mill Hil with
children’s author and illustrator Jenny BentandBarnet
Council’s Cabinet Member for Community Development
and Youth Peter Davisatthe launch of the Play! Children’s
Arts Festival

Education Minister visits Barnet

London Education Minister Stephen
Twigg hasvisited three of Barnet’s
secondaryschools.

MrTwiggwasintheboroughto
presentcertificatesto pupilsat Copthall
Schoolin Mill Hill, unveil a new
Connexionsservice atthe Ravenscroft
School and officially openthe Compton
SchoolinFinchley asa Technology
College.

The new ConnexionsCentre and Co-
ordinator at Ravenscroft will provide an
allembracinginformation and support
service for 13-19-year-olds. It will offer
adviceonissuesranging fromcareersto
extra-curricular activites aswell as
providing aforum fordiscussing
personalissues.

Aspartofitsnewtechnologystatus
the Compton School willreceive up to
£500,000in additional funding over the

next fouryears. Thiswill be used to
improve technology facilities for pupils
andthisyeartheschoolhasopenedfour
more |Tsuites, including one for
community use.

~ nne\\| N

l‘ldrnet’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services,
tducation and Lifelong Learning Lynne Hillan with
tondon Education Minister Stephen Twiggwho ope

the new Connexions Service at The Ravenscroft Scho-
hisrecentvisitto Barnet



Education service puts
bestfoot forward

arnet Council iscommitted to
B providing a first class education

foreverychildinthe borough and
makingitsschoolsthe bestin the
country.

To make sure ourschools maintain
their currenthigh standardsand keep
making progress, the council’s
educationservice is constantly looking
atwaystoimprove the supportitoffers
them.

Strategiesforraising standards and
for helping children with special
educational needs aswell astackling
the problem of improving school
buildings are all areas currently under
the microscope.

To help meetthese challengesthe
council hasbeen working closely with
education consultants CAPITA. During
the lastsixmonthsalotofprogresshas
been made thankstothis partnership
and thiswork will now be taken
forward by the council'srecently
appointed Chief Education Officer
Gillian Palmer.

Anexample of this progress has
been there-grading ofthe borough’s
Education DevelopmentPlan (EDP)

froma’5’toamuchimproved ‘3’ by the
Government’s education watchdog
OFSTED.

The EDPisthe main blueprintall
councils use forworking in partnership
with schoolstoraise standards. OFSTED
commented thatBarnet’seEDPwasa
‘sound plan with good features’.

Other areas of progressincludethe
developmentofacode of practice for
therelationship between the council
andschoolsandsignificant
improvementsinInformation
Technology, which have seen allschools
contactable by e-mail for the firsttime.

CabinetMember for Children’s
Services, Educationand Lifelong
Learning ClirLynne Hillansaid: "The
progresswe are making showsour
commitmentto offering firstclass
supporttoall ourschoolsand alsothe
value of using the expertise provided by
CAPITA."

Bamet GCSE students get
top marks in league tables

Results achieved by Barnet’s GCSE
students are amongstthe bestinthe
country.

Latest performance tablesshow that
pupils’ average examresultsarethe
third bestin London andseventhin
£ngland.

Nearly 60 per cent of students
achieved five grades GCSE'satgradesC
orabove—well above the national
average of51.5 percent.

Thisalsomarksa3.3 percent
improvementon lastyear'sfiguresand
comparestoa 1.5 percentnational
improvement.

Although many of the borough'’s
top performing schools are selective
the latestleague tables from the DfES
show thatthe majority of Barnet’sother
schools also managedtoimprovethe
performance of individual pupilsgiven
their previous levels of attainment.

Bametappoints
new Chief
Education Officer

Barnet Council has announced the
appointment of a new Chief Education
Officer.

Gillian Palmer has been Chief
Inspector and Assistant Director for
Education at Hammersmith and
Fulhamsince 1997.

She will be working closely with
headteachers as well as school staff,
governors, parents and children to
make sure the challenges facing the
borough’s educationservice are met
and that all Barnet's children continue
to receive a first class educationin first
classschools.

Looking forward to her new job
Gillian, aformer primary and special
educational needs teacher, said: "lam
delighted to be joining Barnet.lam
impressed by Barnet’sstrong
commitmentto providing the best
possible education for children in the
borough, a commitmentthatlshare.

"The high standards achieved
already provide a firm base on which
we can buildso that Barnetis
recognised forits excellentschools
andservices.”

Gillian Palmer



Sarnet launches

equality blueprint

arnet Council hasupdated its
B Equalities Policy and sentastrong

message outtothe community —
thatracism and prejudice will never be
tolerated.

Thelaunch of the Policy inJanuary
was an exciting eventwith pupils from
Copthall School performing onsteel
drums, Holly Park School children on
African Drumsand Moss Hall Infants
Choirserenadingvisitors. An enormous
number of people from across the
borough attended the event—from
employers and residents, toworkers and
volunteers.

The Leader of the Council, Councillor
Victor Lyon and Councillor Katia David,
Cabinet Member for Human Resources
and Social Inclusion, praised the
numerous groups across the borough
that contributed to the Policy, which
spellsoutthe equalities guide for staff,
residents and council service users.

Local organisationssuch asBarnet

]

Pupils from Copthall School
entertain visitorsonsteeldrums

Youth Against Racism, Disability Action,
Barnet Voluntary Services Council,
Barnet Multicultural Centre and the
council’s Black Staff Support Group have
all contributed to the Policy. They were
alsogiventhe opportunity to talk about
the importance of the new Equalities
Policy and their experiences of dealing
with diverse communities within the
borough.

The newly launched Barnet Equality
Policy willbe used as areference point
for council staff, employers, councillors,
unions andresidents. Alongwitha
Statement of Commitment from Barnet
Council, itprovidesguidance onissues
concerning equality within the local
community.

ERd B
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Pupils from Holly Park School Prepare for another session on their African drums!



Crime busti
‘ control
centre opened

or e-mailtom.morrissey@barnet.gov.uk



Overview and Scutiny
your guestions answered

CouncillorJohn Marshall, Chairman of the Council Policy
Conference, answers your questions on overview and
scrutiny committees and urges residents to play their parttoo

Q Whatare scrutiny committees?

A They are the council’swatchdogs,
monitoringits performance,
investigating majorissuesand
makingsureits policiesdeliver the
quality services promised.

Q Whatdo theydo?

A Theyhave adutytochallenge the
decisions of Cabinet, the way the
council's policies, servicesand
financesare operatingandreportany
problemsto those whose task itisto
putthemright.

Q Whatsortofthings are scrutinised?

A Theyscrutinise policy, service delivery,
performance, finance and review
major decisions. Rents paid by private

tenants, Barnet FC, provision of
nursery places, home care, planning
and the publicare among nearly 60
issuescurrently up forscrutiny.

Q Whosits onthem and how do they
work?

AThereareninecommitteeseach
coveringdifferentareasofthe
council’'swork.They have arolling
programme of topicstobe
investigated and can also tackle
urgentissueswheneverand wherever
they arise. Councillors from all parties,
co-optedresidentsand various
expertsserve onthese committees.

Q Isn’titjustcouncillors policing
themselves?

causein P re
A :\:ZI :c?ed. Forthatreason the-y will
work even betterifmore residents
join in.Theyarean important_Wanyr
residentsand othersto Yvork in
partnership with councillors. They
hold the councilto accognt anq they
meetopenly andin public. Cat?mQt
membersarenot allowedtositon

scrutiny committees.

Q Whyis jtimportantforresidentsto
play abigger part?

AThe council spends morethan £1
million aday of your money. By N
putting council decisionsanfd policies
underthe microscope, scrutiny
committees helpto ensurethatthisis
wellspentandonthe services )
residentswantand need. Thisisvital
to make ourborougha better,
cleaner, safer placeinwhich tolive

and work.

Q Howdolfind outmore?

A Check outthetimetable for future
meetings on the council’swebsite, call
the Scrutiny Officeon 0208359 2750.

Talentec

Fouryoung artists from Barnetare
among 12 from north London to be
awarded prizesin aunique
competitiondesigned to give up and
coming young talentachance.

The Apthorp Fund for Young

Artists, which wassetupin 1993, aims
to help artists preparing
to try and make aliving
from their talent, by
buying their work.

By offering to
purchase selected
efforts atpricesranging
from £200- £2,000 and
arrangingtheiriong
termdisplayin public
buildings, thescheme
helpsto establish a

artists revwarded

promisingyoung artists while giving a
wider audience the opportunity to
see their work. A special award of
£5,000is paid for any work considered
to be truly outstanding.

Ten piecesofartwork were
selected forconsiderationin each of
the borough’staking part
—Barnet, Brent, Haringey,
Enfield and Harrow —
before a panel of judges
selected the winners. The
panel ofjudgesincluded
John Moores prize winner
David Leapman.

Thesuccessful Barnet
artists were Peter de

Santis, Kristina

Innocence Consurmed by Peter de Santis . . .
-oneofthewinningentriesinthisyear’s o Donnell, Katie David

permanentcollection by apthorpFundfor Young Artists

and Monica Haddad.

Before goingon permanent
display in public buildings across
North London an exhibition of the
winners’ work will tour the following
North London venues:

Gallery Fore, 107 Fore Street,
Edmonton, N18, March 19 - April 10
The Bull Arts Centre, 68 High Street,
Barnet, ENS5, June 12 —July 1

Fovea Studio and Gallery, 140
Vaughan Road, Harrow, HA1,

July 5-1July 20



Children’s INnformation
Service honoured

arnet’saward winning Children’s
B Information Service (CIS) has been

recognised ataspecial ceremony
atthe Guildhallin London.

Theeventmarkedthe achievements
of Children’sInformation Servicesfrom
all overthe country that have received
the National Quality Award for
Excellence.

Attheceremonyleader of Barnet
Council Victor Lyon was
invited to speak about
Barnet’'sCISwhichis now
regarded asamodel for
othersto foliow.

He emphasised that
theserviceisnowseenas
"aonestopshop" where
parents, careworkers,
teachers, childminders
andemployerscan
obtain free, reliable,
comprehensive
information and
guidanceonallservicesavailable for
children.

Thisincludes everythingfromgiving
advice on pre-school placesand
childmindersto advising aboutcareers
inchildcare. The CIS also promote
Working Families Tax Creditand family
friendly policiestolocal employers.

The National Quality Award shows
thatBarnet’'sClSisoperating atahigher
level than national standardssetby the
government. Performancein areas such
as accessibility, equal opportunitiesand
publicity are alltakeninto
consideration.

Receiving the National Quality
Award for Excellence in a period of just
15 months from December 2001 shows
otherlocal authorities how muchcan
be achievedinashort periodifthereis

thewilland professionalinputtodoit.

Theservice isnow manned by awell
trained, permanentstaffteam, hasits
ownweb-site and leafletsand employs
anoutreachworkertotargethardto
reach groupsinthe borough.Italso
holdssurgeries and information
sessionsthroughoutBarnetonwhat
childcare and services are available for
parentsandcarers.

—
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The Leader of Barnet Council, Victor
Lyonsaid: "Makingsure parents know
wheretogotoreceivethe best quality
childcareavailable whentheyreturnto
work isjustone example ofthevaluable
service provided by the CIS.

"The National Quality Awardis
recognition forallthe hard work
carried outbystaff which hasseen
Barnet’s CISgainareputationfor
excellence, offeringinformationon
much morethanjustchildcare.”

Call08003898312; e-mail
childrens.info@barnet.gov.uk; visit
www.barnet.gov.uk/education/childrens-
infoorminicom 0208359 3624
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Cash help for
disadvantaged
children

children’s fund

Vulnerable children and their
familiesin Barnetwillsoon be able
tobenefitfrom a £700,000 Children’s
Fund governmentgrant.

The Children’s Fundis a national
programme designed to provide
additional resources over and above
those already provided. It targets the
voluntary sector, community and
religious groups and getsthem to
work in partnership with local
councils.

The aimisto tackle child poverty
amongthe 5to 13 yearoldswithin
families beforeitbecomes a way of
life.

The fund wassetup to pluggaps
and complement existing services. It
will be used to enable vulnerable
children and young people toplaya
full role in theircommunities,
supporttheir parentsand families,
promote their healthand well being
andreduce youth crime.

The Family Welfare Association
will lead the scheme on behalf ofthe
council. The fundingisdue to be
released in April.

—ostering update

T ndstocome
nelatest figures from Barnets CUIturacldbarfdkg;ngience achallenging
hugely successful forward a

fostering

andrewarding
campaignshow a

experience.
Local people have
250 percent
increasein

already
as: responded well
enquiries from tothisappeal
people yvho but morecarers
wouldlike to
become foster

are needed.
carersinthenine

Potential carers
monthssince the will have accessto
campaign began.

high quality advice
Like every other andinformation
partofthe UK Barnet fromthestartand be
has ashortage of able to join a mutual support
fostercarers. Inthe past

network.

this has meantchildren
beingsentoutofthe
borough away from their
schools, friends and extended family,
toreceivethe care they need.

Barnet'sresponse hasbeen tocut
the bureaucracy and make it easier for
localsingle people or couplesfrom all

The councilcloses
N onN fraudsters

Barnet Councilisclamping down on
those who fraudulently claim
benefits -thankstoitsvery own
Anti-Fraud Investigation Service.

Over the pasttwelve months, over
fourteen people within the borough ra
have been taken to court for benefit
fraud-andthere are a number of
casesstillinthe pipeline. Prosecution
for fraud oftenresultsin aprison
sentence.

) en lyclaiming benefitsistheft-and
ifyouwishto reportsomeoneyou think may
bereceiving benefits they are notentitledto
thencall the Fraud Hotline on 02083592007
Allcallsare treatedin totalconfidence.




Ourmanin North Finchley

wn keeper Paul Cursonsisthe
I man makingsure North Finchley

shoppingareaisclearof
problems.

Workingclosely with traders and
local people, Paulisleading the fight
back against graffitivandals and
litterbugsinthe area.

Heisreadytorespond quickly toany
environmental problemshespotsor
reportedtohim.

To help him deliver the goods Paul
has priority access to one of the council’s
new high-tech sweeping machines,
designed to vacuumup larger pieces of
rubbish.

Paulsaid: “Peoplewanttheirtown
centreclean andtidy and I’'mdoing my
very bestto makesureitis. I'moutand
aboutinthetowncentre every morning
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-~ North Finchley Town Keeper Paul Cursons getting to
know local traders with Neighbourhood Management
Officer Sue Gaye

« Outand about with North Finchley Town Keeper Paul
Cursons

-ifyousee aproblem, letme knowso
thatlcan makesureit'scleared.”

Cleaner borough

Barnet'stown centres are being
cleaned up like never before asthe
council continuestorolloutthe town
keeperscheme across the borough.

In February Colindale became the
latest town centre to benefitfrom this
popularschemewhichiskeeping
shopping areas and surrounding
streets graffiti and litter free.

It follows the unveiling of the
Cricklewood town keeperservicein
December lastyear. Whetstone willbe
the eleventh town centretogetthe
clean up treatmentwhentheschemeis
launched later thismonth.

Town keeperscarry outearly
morning patrols of their patchsorting
outrepairsorarranging forthemtobe
done.

They are equipped with the very
latestincleaningequipmentanda
specially programmed mobile phone
ensuring fast accessto Barnet Council
cleansing and repairservices.

Barnet’stown keepersservice also
work closely with neighbourhood
management officersonremoving
abandoned vehicles and taking
enforcementaction againstgraffiti
vandals and litterbugs.

Cabinet Member for Environment
Cllr Coleman, who launched the
Colindalescheme, said: "Our
introduction of town keepers hasbeen
agreatsuccess. Theyareimproving the
appearance of town centres making
life better forshoppers, workersand
people enjoying a nightout.”

Colindale streets get a thoroughclean up
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arts

The Bull Arts Centre in High Barnet will be moving into artsdepot at the beginning of 2004, andis currently planninga
programme of events to take place there from May 2004. in the meantime, artsdepot will be running The Bull from this
April, and continuing to provide a wide range of theatre, dance, arts education, comedy, children’s shows and musicto
regularand new audiences.

As well as the packed programme at The Bull, artsdepot will be involved in events happening around the Borough of
Barnet which will offer opportunities for residents to become more involved in arts activity in the run up to artsdepot’s
opening.

Just one of the highlights that artsdepot will be involved with this spring and summeris the Play! Festival on Sunday 13
July which will offer a fun packed and creative day for all the family in Friern Barnet’s Friary Park. Look out for
Colourscape, a huge interactive podlike structure, which will be descending on Barnet for ten days in July as part of Play!

artsdepot will provide two brand new theatre spaces, one with 400 seats and the other with 150 seats, suitable for a wide
range of live performance, alongside a dedicated gallery, rehearsal and studio spaces. Thisis a major development for
north London, located in the heart of your Borough. We hope thatyou will getinvolved with the run up to opening and
that we can welcome youthrough the doorsof artsdepotinjustover ayear from now!

artsdepot has just launched a fantastic new sponsorship scheme called Buy a Brick which gives commercial companiesthe
opportunity to reach around 150,000 people per year in a unique and innovative way. Businesses can invest in the future
of the arts in North Finchley by buying an eye catching resin brick. Each brick incorporates a chosen object and the
company’s name or logo and will be part of a prominentwalllocated in the main publicentrance foyer of artsdepot.

For more details of how to get involved with this exciting project for north London visit our website at
www.artsdepot.co.uk forup to date news, or call 020 8359 2325 toregister on our mailing list.
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Weird and
VWonderfuyl
Contraptions:

Everyday Gadgets 1800-1950. Amazingsocial, domestic and workplace labour-saving devices
from the Collinsfamily collection. Also Hendon's Hidden History: Work by Hendon & District
Archaeological Society. Forty years of excavations in the oldvillage of Hendon. Onuntil 1 June
2003 at Church Farmhouse Museum, GreyhoundHill, Hendon, NW4. Open Mon-Thurs 10am-
12.30pmand 1.30-5pm; Sat 10am-1 pmand2-5.30pm, Sun 2-5.30pm. ClosedFri.

Free admission.

Planninga |0ca‘l event? Want free publicity? Barnet First can help you. We'll publicise it on this page
(space permit?mg) and also putit on Barnet's website (www.barnet.gov.uk). Senddetailsto Susan Segar,
Barnet Council, Public Affairs, The Town Hall, The Burroughs, Hendon NW4 4BG, fax- 02083592677 or

email.susan segar@barnet.gov uk

The nextissue of Barnet First isoutin May.

GirlsSoccer Sessions

(ages 12-16)start from 25
March on Thursdays, 6.30-
7.30pm at Edson Sports Centre
Pavihon Way, Edgware, Middx
HA89YA. £2 persession Also
BarnetCopthallWomen's
Football Club(ages 14 upwards)
trains every Tuesday and
Thursday Matches played on
Sunday Interested players
please phone Lou Pantelion
07941 396964 or email:
BarnetCopthall@aol.com

Hampstead Garden Opera
presents Offenbach’s 'The
Talesof Hoffmann'. Upstairs at
The Gatehouse Pub, Highgate
Vvillage, N6 7 30pm(Sundays
4pm)27-30March & 3-6 Aprit
Box Office 020 8340 3488.

Lyric Theatre presents 'Shhh’
A Mothers Day Special! A
delightful multi-sensory show
for the very young (6 months-
3yrs) and exhausted parents that
explores the magical, mysticai
and chaouc warld of bedtime
(Puppetry, music, hve
performers) 30 March, 11 30am,
1pm, 3pm, 4 30pm(4
performances) The Bull, 68 High
Street, Barnet ENS55SJ Box
Office 020 8449 0048. Visit
website www.thebull.org.uk
fordetails of Theatre, Dance,

Music, Comedy & Spoken
Word, Community and
Children's events at The Bull.

30 March 2pm Maureen Lipman
introduces a special screening of
Polanski's film 'The Planist’
Followed by an open discussion
with special guests. Tickets
£10/£8 conc From 11 Apnil,
‘Open Hearts’ a new Dogma 95
film from Denmark, from April 25
‘Litya-4-Ever’ the new film by
Swedish director Lukas
Moodyson Phoenix Cinema, 52
High Rd |, East Finchley. N2 9PJ
Box Office: 0208444 6789. For
full programme details phone
information Line:

0208883 2233 orsee website:
www.phoenixcinema.co.uk

Barnet Plusisasocial club for ages
18-36 Regular Sunday evening
meetings in the upstairs function
room of the Bull & Butcher pub,
1277 High Road, Whetstone,
M20 Cost£1 60 Enquiriesto
02083612827 or
info@barnetplus.comPartofa
network of similar groups. See
www . barnetplus.com

ChoiKwang-Dos anew tormof
martial art thatmproves your
health and equips you with
effective street self-defence skilis

Practical, easy tolearn and
suitable for men, women and
children Taughtinasafeand
positive environment at Hendon
School, Golders Rise, NW4

Tel. 020 8248 9346 oremail:
hendonckd@yahoo.comto
arrange a FREE introductory
lesson.

Re-enactmentweekend S &6
Apnl Stunning civilwar re-
enactments, living history areas
and war displays. Also Easter Egg
Hunt 14-25 Apnl Follow the clues
correctly and the prize could be
yours! For more details of these
and other events at

RAF Museum,

Grahame Park Way, NW9

Tel 0208205 2266/83584849.

‘Whatis Popular Fiction?‘ 8th
Annual Middlesex University
Literary Festival Multi-mullion
selling authors, literary agents
and pubhshers mix with students
and hterary hopefuls Allthe
events at the festwal, including
writing workshops, are free and
are open to anyone wholoves
reading 8and 9 April, All Saints
Centre, White HartLane, London
N17 8HR
Formoreinformation contact
organiser Adam Raoofon 020
82020982.

Choices for Graharne Park 1s
organising a jobfair to take place
at the Orions Primary School
(Grahame Park NW9)on
Wednesday 16 April from 3-7pm
Many major employers will be
represented, offering current job
opportunities and training
programmes tolncal residents,
workshops and indiwidual help
will be available to anyone
looking for work, or just thinking
aboutreturning to work, and
everyone s welcome, Contact
Fiona Macintoshon
02083574621 for further
details.

Mill Hill Jazz Club meets
Wednesday everings around

8 30pm at The Three Hammers
Pub, Hammers Lane, Mill Hill,
NW7 Every last Saturday of the
months party night with a top
live band For moreinformation
phone Paul Amsterdam on 020
8958 4824 or email: amsters
@pamusic.freeserve.co.uk
orsee website:
www.millhilljazzclub.co.uk

An Experimentwith an Air Pump’
by Shelagh Stephenson Directed
by David Longstaff Thisplayisset
over two time penods 1799-1999
Thecellar of the house reveals a
dark secretbuned for 200years 5-
10 May, incognito Theatre, Holly
Park Road (behind Health Centre),
FriernBarnet, N11
Tickets 02083618310

The Da Capo ConcertBand
rehearses every Wednesday, 8-
10pm, and plays avariety of
music New members always
welcome AllSaints Arts Centre,
Oakleigh Road North,
Whetstone, N20 £3 50 per
week Formoredetails phone
BarnetMusic Services

02083593111 oremail:
melanieatterbury@
yahoo.co.uk

Garden Suburb Theatre presents
‘Separate Tables' Terence Rattigan's
play about events thatshatter the
calm of a genteelresidential hotel
8-10May, 8pm, Thelnstitute,
Central Square, Hampstead
Garden Suburb, NW11

Tickets £7/£5.50 conc.

Box Office 0207723 6609.

Finchley Chamber Choir with an
orchestra of period instruments
perform the Mass in B Minor by
Bach. 10 May, 7. 45pm, Trinity
Church, Nether Street, Finchley,
N12 Tickets from Celia
Bangham, Tel. 0208446 6151.

Golders Green Rapidplay is the
UK’s longest-runming rapidplay
chess tournament Each player
has 30 mins for all their moves
You don't have to be a member
of achess club 4 sections from
beginners to grandmasters
with players ranging in age
from 6-96 Meets every month
£1Sontheday, £13 byemail
Run by Adam Raoof a FIDE
(World Chess Federation)
Arbiter and former Captain of
the Enghsh Olympiad Team

For more details: phone 020
82020982, email:
adamraoofsubscribe
@topica.com

orsee website:
www.circuit.demon.co.uk

Finchley & Friern Barnet Operatic
Society presents Barry Manilow's
‘Copacabana’ at the Millfield
Theatre, Silver St , Edmonton,
N18 7 45pm, 29 Apnii-3 May
(Sat mat 3pm) Forticketsand
more information phone 020
84826923.



Join Holmes Place and you'll
love what you see.

~
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