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Graffiti whitewashed

Town centres are now looking
better than ever as the council’s
efforts to clean them up have
led to a fifty per cent reduction
in graffiti in just six months.
The vast majority of graffiti
in town centres has successfully
been removed in less than 24
hours of it being reported,
which has helped to discourage
offenders. Persistent offenders
tend not to not return to areas
where they know their graffiti
will be removed by the
following morning. This also
makes identifying new graffiti
easier as it is taking place on
a 'blank canvass’, which helps
the council and police with
their investigations.
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Graffiti removal crew in acl

Achieving a 50 per cent
reduction in graffiti in town
centres is just the start. The
council actively pursues graffiti
vandals and is increasing its
focus on graffiti removal in
neighbourhood and park areas
as part of the clampdown.

Supporting people to live
independently at home

Two new schemes to help
residents live more independently
in their own homes have been
launched by the council.

The Safer Homes Scheme,
developed with and funded by
the police, aims to prevent
burglaries by offering free:

safety and security checks of

people’s homes

 installation of security measures
including locks and bolts,
chains, door viewers and
outside lights

® repairs for doors and windows
and garden clearances so that
the properties don‘t look
vulnerable

~ awareness training for
vulnerable people and those
who work with them.

Essential work to enable
older and disabled residents to
return home from hospital or
residential care, or to prevent
hospital admission, can be
carried out under the Returning
Home Scheme. This includes:

rearranging or removing
furniture to create space
clearing rubbish or clutter to
prevent falls
cleaning

. electrical and heating work
repairs to doors and windows
security improvements.

To check whether you or
someone you care for is eligible
for the schemes telephone the
council on 020 8359 7487.



News 1IN

Teaching children to
lead a healthier lifestyle

A local school has been
recognised for creating a
healthier environment for
children to learn in.

Barnet Hill was recently
presented with an award by the
council’s Healthy Schools Team
to mark its completion of the
Barnet Healthy Schools Project.

Staff, parents and children
worked together to improve the
school’s outdoor environment,
equipment and resources.

Outdoor climbing equipment
was bought and the school
focused on teaching the children
team games. After school clubs,
including dance, football, and
gymnastics were also set up.

Since the project was
launched, many of the children
have developed their physical
activity and there has been a
significant improvement in their
behaviour.

ul

Playground friends at Barnet Hill school

The school has also recently
elected a number of its pupils as
“Playground Friends”.

The group of young children
can be distinguished at playtime
by the yellow bibs that they
wear. Their role is to encourage
pupils who are on their own to
get involved in play activities
with others.

They also look for signs of
children being bullied and report
incidents to teachers and staff.

Personalised learning gets

the go ahead

The education service is working
with partners to examine the
benefits of personalised learning.
The scheme, which has been
funded by the government, will
link up schools, libraries, colleges
and the council to make it easjer
for students of all ages to access
their work, no matter where they
are in the borough - hence the

name “personalised learn

Barnet and Brent are tt 1y
two councils in the whole tr
taking part in the trial. A- of
the project, a number of
borough’s schools are wo: 1o

see how teaching and leart: 3
can be improved by tying u,.
computer systems across learning
establishments.



£1 million new facilities
open at Finchley Lido

New health and fitness facilities
at Finchley Lido Leisure Centre
are now officially open for use.

Over £1 million has been
invested in the centre to
provide an air-conditioned gym
with 80 pieces of equipment, a
fully-equipped, wooden sprung
dance studio, a new sauna, new
and refurbished changing
rooms, new consultation rooms
for fitness assessments, and a
new reception area.

The council has entered into
a long term partnership with
leading leisure trust Greenwich
Leisure Limited (GLL) to
manage and develop the
borough's sports and leisure
centres. The partnership aims
to offer first class leisure
facilities at a price everyone
can afford, with major
investment in excess of £6.5
million being carried out at
venues across the borough.

Bookworms benefit from
Ottakars donation

Eleven local schools have
benefited from a donation
of books worth £4,000 from
Ottakars.

Two secondaries - Queen
Elizabeth's Girls' and The
Ravenscroft - both received
a selection of fiction and
reference books from the local

store, while infant and primary
schools - Barnet Hill, Christ
Church CE, Cromer Road,
Foulds, Grasvenor Avenue,
Livingstone, Underhill Infants,
Underhill Juniors and Whitings
Hill - have been given a
mixture of picture books

and general fiction.
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Maijor regeneration schemes will take place in Barnet

A new strategy to ensure
Barnet’s unique character is
protected and enhanced whilst
accommodating the growth
expected over the next 10 years
as a result of major
regeneration schemes has been
launched by the council.

The “three-strand” approach
to planning and regeneration is
based on the principles of
“protection”, “enhancement”
and “growth” and will guide all

Pav o

Parking tickets can now be paid
online.

The new service, which has
been introduced as part of the
council’'s commitment to making
as many services available to
residents on-line as possible,
can be found at
www.barnet.gov.uk/pay

People using the new

new development in the
borough to 2016.

Barnet is home to attractive
green open space, conservation
areas, excellent schools, housing
of choice and neighbourhoods
where people want to live and
work. This strategy will ensure
that new development enhances
the borough’s unique character
and improves the quality of iife
for all its residents, rather than
adversely affecting it.

payment method will neec
have the penalty charge nc
number and vehicle registra:

to hand. The payments service
which also allows people to p2y
their council tax, rent or even
general invoices on-line, uses
encryption technology so
personal banking information
is completely secure.
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An exhibition of photographs
taken by a group of 10 to 13-year-
olds and parents/carers will be
on display at the artsdepot from
17 February.

The 10 photographers, who
included young carers, some
young people with disabilities
and refugees, were all given
cameras to record a day in their
lives as part of a London-wide
photography project organised
through Barnet Children’s Fund.

The pictures have already

Coming up roses -

N

been displayed at the
Viewpoints exhibition at City
Hall and will be on show at the
artsdepot in North Finchley for
a week.

The display will include
“Cinderella Roses,” taken by a
young refugee called Madina.
Madina’s picture, which she says
displays all the stages of a life, was
named one of the three overall
winners in the competition.
Madina won a digital camera
and some photography vouchers.

ooked after children celebrate

The achievements of Barnet’s
looked after children and young
people were celebrated at a fun
packed event.

The young people helped
plan the day which included a
presentation of certificates, a
range of activities, speeches and
an exhibition of art and poems
by the looked after children
about inspirational people.

The Mayor of Barnet,

Councillor Wendy Prentice,
presented the certificates to 40
of the 170 eleven to twenty year
olds being honoured. The
certificates marked achievements
in education, personal
development, sport and art over
the past year. These included a
young woman from Kosovo who
arrived in England just over two
years ago and managed to pass Hig

11 GCSEs.

Alketa wiin



Barnet First

Whatever the weather, at 6am, whilst most of the
borough’s residents are fast asleep, the council’s dustmen
and women hit the streets. Barnet First went in search of
a crew to find out what it’s like getting up on a cold, wet
morning to help make Barnet a cleaner place to live.

“The best things about being a
refuse collector are that we
work together as a team, we
work outside, we get to meet
people and we’'re doing
something to help keep the
borough clean,” says Steve
Welsher, a dustman of 20 years,
who is also a Barnet resident.
“The most testing aspect is the
weather but we take each day
as it comes and treat it as a
challenge.”

Steve Welsher, Martin Catlin
and Chris Nicker have worked
together as a refuse crew for
four years and in that time have

The crew from left to nght: Martin Catlin (loader driver),
Steve Welsher (loader) and Chrstopher Nicker (loader)

emptied over 1,560,000 bins but
in total they have clocked up
over 42 years service with the
council’s refuse department.

Collecting waste is a 'task to
finish’ job which means that the
crew receive a set wage but
don't finish work until all the
bins on their patch have been
emptied. Usually, their working
day is over by mid afternoon
but occasionally they have to
stay much later to finish their
round, for no extra pay.

“We start at 6am,” Chris says.

“Some roads take longer than
others to clear depending on
the number of houses and
estates. We do two or three
drops to the tip a day. We all
know what we’re supposed to
do and we get on with it.”

"The introduction of wheelie
bins means it's more hygienic
than it used to be,” Steve adds.
“There are fewer black bags for
animals to chew up so it's a
cleaner job and we get less
stress on our backs because the
wagon does the lifting.”

Martin is the driver and helps
his two colleagues load and
empty the bins. We asked
him if there was anything
residents could do to make the
work easier.

Barnet's domestic refuse is collected using 26 tonne
Refuse Compaction Vehicles

“We try not to block the
roads when people are rushing
to work but if I could change
anything about the job it would
be to make some of the other
road users more patient. It's nice
when people appreciate that
we’re doing our job and not
holding them up deliberately,”
he replies.

Refuse facts

® Approximately 132,000
domestic bins are collec:
in Barnet each week
Over 150,000 tonnes of
rubbish is collected in
Barnet each year
On average Barnet’s
domestic refuse service
miss no more than 1 out ¢f
every 5000 bins collected
On average each resident
pays approximately 77p a
week for their refuse
collection
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Rubbish goes global

Barnet's residents are some of the most conscientious consumers in north London.
Over the last few years, the amount of rubbish recycled has steadily increased
from around 12 to over 20 per cent of household waste and from April, the
council is aiming to recycle 30 per cent of the borough's rubbish.

When people think of recycling,
most assume that paper is
pulped and metal is melted
down before reuse but this is
not the whole story. Many of
the borough’s unwanted items

are re-used by people who need

them. Here’s how you can help.

Home help

Used engine oil should be
poured into a sealed container
and placed next to your Black
Box. The oil is reprocessed into
low-grade fuel for burning in
generators which can be found
in schools and hospitals.
Unwanted but re-usable
furniture can be taken to the
council’s recycling centre at
Summers Lane where it is
collected by ReStore Community
Projects, a charity which
provides furniture for use
by people on low incomes.
Paint is also collected at
the centre. It is donated to
community groups and used

Carpentry students at the Kabras Disabled Centre in
Malava, Kenya, tising Workaid 100ls.

Furniture
Project

KINGS CRUSS FURNIGURE PROJECT
TELEPHONE 020 8493 0300

COLLECTING AND
G}

FURNITIIRE. C

RECYCUNG
AND

GES

ReStore Community Projects is one of the charities that benefits from recycling in Barnet

by the council to cover unsightly
graffiti in the borough.

The developing world

Building, woodworking and
garden tools that are handed
in at the centre are given to
Workaid, a charity which
repairs them before sending
them overseas. Most end up
in East Africa, where they are
used by people from some of
the world’s most disadvantaged
communities.

Shoes collected from Black
Boxes, whether in pairs or
individually, go to businesses
that supply footwear to the
developing world, as do
bicycles and some of the

clothes collected at the
recycling centre.

Mobile phones collected
from Black Boxes are prepared
for use in the developing world
and Eastern Europe. The last
batch of phones were given
to a Barnet youth group, who
were raising money for their
out of school ciub by collects:
phones for the developin:
world.
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You can contact the councll
inanumber of ways:

For general enquiries, orifyouknowthe
name of the person or sectionyouwantto
speak to, call 0208359 2000.

Visit the council’'s website at www.barnet.
gov.uk forinformationonallservices
including contactdetailsand telephone
numbers. For more detailed enquirieson
council services callintoone of our Action
Points. The council has four Action Points at:
The Town Hall, Hendon, Chipping Barnet
Library, Edgware Library and Golders Green
Library.

Action Pointscan also be contacted by:
Telephone: 02083594000
Fax:02083592197; Minicom: 02082038942
Email:info.centre@barnet.gov.uk

Con=Conservative, Lab=Labour, LibDem= Liberal Democrat
BRUNSWICK PARK WARD

LYNNE HILLAN (Con)

(020)84455101 clir.L.hillan@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
Park Rd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

DANIELHOPE (Con)

(020)83689005 cllr.d.hope@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
ParkRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

ANDREAS TAMBOURIDES (Con)

(020)83685417
cllr.a.tambourides@barnet.gov.uk

2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library,
Brunswick ParkRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

BURNT OAK WARD

LINDA McFADYEN (Lab)

(020)8364 8782

clirt.mcfadyen@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HAS,
10.30am-12ncon

ALLAN TURNER (Lab)

(020)89522106 clira.turner@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HAS,
10.30am-12nocn

COLINDALE WARD

DANISH CHOPRA (Lab)
(020)84493231 cIlr.d.chopra@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,

Lane, HA8, 5.30-6.30pm

EDGWARE WARD

HELENA HART (Con)

(020)83710658 clir.h.hart@barnet.gov.uk
Last Tuesday of every month, Edgware Library, Hale

NW9, 10-11am

GILLSARGEANT (Lab)

(020)8455 1070 cIIr.g.sargeam@bamet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,
NW3g, 10-11am

COPPETTS WARD

BARRY RAWLINGS (Lab)

(020084456416  clirb.rawlings@barnet.gov.uk
1stand 3rd Saturday every month, South Friern Library,
Colney Hatch Lane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern
Barnet Library, Friern BarnetRoad,N11, 10.30am-
12noon

PAUL ROGERS (Lab)

(020)8368 1427 clir.p.rogers@barnet.gov.uk
1stand 3rd Saturday every month, South Friern Library,
Colney Hatch Lane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern
Barnet Library, Friern BarnetRoad, N11, 10.30am-
12noon

SOON-HOE TEH (Lab)

(020)84929489 clirs.h.teh@barnet.gov.uk
1stand 3rd Saturday of the month, South Friern Library,
Colney Hatch Lane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern
Barnet Library, Friern BarnetRoad, N11, 10.30am-
12noon

EASTBARNET WARD

TERENCE CBURTON (Con)
(020)8368 7366 clirt.burton@barnet.gov.uk

2nd Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85
BrookhillRoad, EN4, 10.30am-12noon

MALCOLMLESTER (Con)

(020)82033144
conservative.grp@barnet.gov.uk

Last Tuesday of every month, Edgware Library, Hale
Lane, HA8, 5.30-6.30pm

JOAN SCANNELL (Con)

(020)89595921 clirj.scannell@barnet.gov.uk
Last Tuesday of every month, Edgware Library, Hale
Lane, HA8, 5.30-6.30pm

FINCHLEY CHURCH END WARD

MICHAEL FREER (Con)

(020)83492540 clirm.freer@barnet.gov.uk

Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, East End
Rd.,N3,7.30-8.30pm

B

a Rd.,N3,7.30-8.30pm

EVA GREENSPAN (Con})

(020)8203 1598
clir.e.greenspan@barnet.gov.uk
Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, East End

Rd.,N3,7.30-8.30pm
LESLIE SUSSMAN (Con)

(020)83466775  clirl.sussman@barnet.gov.uk
) Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, East End

OLWEN EVANS (Con)

(020)8368 1986 clIr.o.evans@barnet.gov.uk
st Saturday every month, The Community Centre,

CLAIRE FARRIER (Lab)

(020)89597908 clir.c.farrier@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave , HAS,
10.30am-12noon

CHILDS HILLWARD

JALK CUHEN (LibDem)

(020)8446 7940 clirj.cohen@barnet.gov.uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Crickiewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

MONROE PALMER {LibDem)

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GROUP LEADER
(020)84555140

cllrm.palmer@barnet.gov.uk
15t Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

020)84555140 clir.s.palmer@l:arnet.gov.uk

VictoriaRd., New Barnet, 10.30am-12noon. Also 3rd
Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85 Brookhill
Rd., EN4, 10.30am-12noon

GARDEN SUBURB WARD

VANESSA GEARSON (Con) -~

1 (020)84558759  clirv.gearson@barnet.gov.uk
! 4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willifield
Way, NW11, 6pm-7pm

SUSANSTEINBERG (Con)
(020)8441 4498

dllr.s.steinberg@barnet.gov.uk

2nd Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85
BrookhillRd., EN4, 10.30am-12noon

R e R

JOHN MARSHALL (Con) DEPUTY MAY®

(020)84452597  clirj. marshall@barnet.gov.uk

4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willifield
Way, NW11, 6pm-7pm

JAZMIIN NAGHAR (Con)
(020)8458 2466

EASTFINCHLEY WARD

ALISON MOORE (Lab)

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LABOUR GRQUP

(020)83430306 cllira.moore@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,
Churchtane,N2, 10-11.30am

COLIN ROGERS (Lab)

(020)8444 7150 dlir.c.rogers@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,
Churchtane,N2,10-11.30am

' conservative.grp@barnet.gov.uk

4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, W' a
Way, NW11, 6pm-7pm

GOLDERS GREEN WARD

MELVIN COHEN (Con)

(020)89513477 clir.m.cohen@barnet

2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Libra:-
3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendo:
Centre, 12noon-1pm

PHILYEOMAN (Lab)

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, LABOUR GROUP
(020)84449216

cllr.p.yeoman@barnet.qgov.uk
Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,

Churchtane, N2, 10-11.30am

ABA DUNNER (Con)

(020)84559960 clira.dunner@barnet ¢ - Ik

2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library .
3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon 5111
Centre, 12noon-1pm

CHRISTOPHER HARRIS (Con)

07949592512 cllr.c.harris@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library, 2.15-

3 15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon 5ports

wentre, 12noon-
ot oon-Tpm
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HALE WARD

STEVEN BLOMER (Lab)

(020)8959 7878 clirs.blomer@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HAS,
10.30am-12noon

BRIAN GORDON (Con)
07931300679

conservative.grp@barnet.gov.uk
Please contacttoarrange a meeting

DAVID MENCER (Lab)

(020)8922 6955 clir.d.mencer@barnet.gov.uk
CallDavid Menceron 07775840 557 for information
abouthissurgery

HENDON WARD

MAUREEN BRAUN (Con)

(020)8203 1876 clirm.braun@barnet.gov.uk
1stMonday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

OAKLEIGH WARD

ROBERT NEWTON (Con)

(020)84452879 clirr.newton@barnet.gov.uk
st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd,,N11, 10.30am-12noon

BRIAN SALINGER (Con)

(020)83681329 clirb.salinger@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

GERARD SILVERSTONE (Con)
(020)87318368

cllr.g.silverstone@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
i BarnetRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

WESTHENDON WARD

ARUN GHOSH (Lab)

(020)8202 5741 clira.ghosh@barnet.gov uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12ncon

AGNES SLOCOMBE (Lab)

(020)82024074  clira.slocombe@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12no0on

ANSUYA SODHA (Lab)

(020)89596035 clira.sodha@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12noon

ANTHONY FINN (Con)
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
(CONSERVATIVE GROUP DEPUTY LEADER)

(020)82029689 clir.a.finn@barnet.gov.uk
1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

MATTHEW OFFORD (Con)

(020)82025319 dlirm.offord@barnet.gov.uk
tstMonday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

e -

HIGH BARNET WARD

KATIADAVID (Con)

(020)8445 1410 clirk.david@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5S, 10.30am-
}12noon

TOTTERIDGE WARD

BRIAN COLEMAN (Con)
GREATER LONDON ASSEMBLY MEMEBER FOR
BARNET & CAMDEN

(020)83492024  dlIrb.coleman@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Barnet House, 1255
High Road Whetstone, N20, 10.30am-12noon

WOODHOUSE WARD

ANNE HUTTON (Lab)

(020)88830996 clir.a.hutton@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

KEVIN EDSON (Con)

(020)84471910 dirk.edson@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Barnet House, 1255
High Road Whetstone, N20, 10.30am-12noon

MARK LANGTON (Lab)
07940461285
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane,

NorthFinchiey, N12, 10-11.30am

cllrm.langton@barnet.gov.uk

| VICTORLYON (Con)
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
(CONSERVATIVE GROUP LEADER)

1(020)84468253  clir.v.lyon@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Barnet House, 1255

KANTIPATEL (Con)

(020)84466639  dlIrk.patel@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every rmonth, Chipping Barnet Consesvative
Association, 163 High St., ENS, 10.30am-12noon

WENDY PRENTICE (Con) MAYOR

(020)83649249  dlIrw.prentice@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 10.30am-
12no0n

MILLHILLWARD

DpAYME CASEY (LihDem)
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

GROUP

(020)8906 8189 clirw.casey@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave., NW7,

- 10am-12 noon

JEREMY DAVIES (LibDem)

(020)89596261 clirj.davies@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave., NW?7,
"10am-12 noon

ISEAN HOOKER (LibDem)
(020) 83649309 clir.s.hooker@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Mill Hili Library, Hartley Ave., NW7,
10am-12 noon

i High Road Whetstone, N20, 10.30am-12noon

e

UNDERHILLWARD

FIONA BULMER (Con)

(020)84415258 clIr.f buimer@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet Conservative
Association, 163 High St., ENS, 10.30am-12noon

ANITA CAMPBELL (Lab)
(020)84402703

cllra.campbell@barnet.gov.uk
Tstand 3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Library, 3 StapyltonRd., ENS, 2-3pm

PETERDAVIS (Con)

(020)84498968 clIr.p.davis@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet Conservative
Association, 163 High St., ENS, 10.30am-12noon

WESTFINCHLEY WARD

KITTY LYONS (Lab)

(020)83466843 clirk.lyons@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

KATHY McGUIRK (Lab)

(020)83468255  clirk.mcguirk@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

JMTIERNEY (Lab)

(020)8346 3359 clirj.tierney@barnet.gov.uk
saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchiey, N12,

10-11.30am

ALAN SCHNEIDERMAN (Lab)
(020)87319680

clir.a.schneiderman@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am
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(020)84497345
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DRRUDIVIS
Office: 38 Church Lane, East Finchley, N2 8DT
(020)88830411

HENDON

ANDREW DISMORE
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MEMBER FOR BARNET AND CAMDEN
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(020)7983 4366
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On 1 March the council will meet to decide how to |
d how much council tax every household in the

the forthcoming year an

borough will need to pay.

ot&

he decisions that it will
T take will affect the lives of

everyone in the borough.
They depend on a number of
different things, including how
local people have suggested the
council spends its money.
Barnet First looks at where the
council’'s money goes and how
the views of local residents help
decide this.

Barnet Council is a multi-
million pound organisation. Last
year it spent over £0.7 billion net
providing a whole range of
services to the borough’s
residents, from meals on wheels
through to rubbish collection.

About 65 per cent of its income
came from the Government and
35 per cent from council tax.

49% Education
B 18% Adult social services
7% Environmental services
2% Roads, building control and design
W 7% Children’s social services
1% Housing and benefits
- 3% Customer care - libraries, sport and recreation
13% Other

But how does the council
work out what services it should

W ey

prioritise its spending for

One of 300 road improvement
schemes carried out last year

provide and how much these aie
likely to cost?

“In 2003, following
consultation with local people
and businesses, we published
plan setting out our priorities
the next five years,” says Victc
Lyon, Leader of Barnet Counci.

“These include providing a
first class education service;
tackling crime; supporting the
vulnerable; repairing the
borough's roads and pavements
and developing a cleaner,
greener Barnet,” he adds.

“Each year we send every
household in the borough a
questionnaire to find out how
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re our

residents think we should spend
the money we receive to help
meet these aims, and what level
of council tax they would be
prepared to pay.”

Consultation

Last autumn, just under 8,000
guestionnaires were returned. Of
these, 52 per cent of people said
that they were prepared to pay
an increase in council tax rather
than have dramatic cuts in
services. Most of those who were
prepared to pay an increase
wanted the increase to be kept
to three per cent.

“Balancing the council’s books
is extremely complex,” says Victor
Lyon. “Our aim is to provide the
best possible council services at
the least cost to local residents
and businesses. The problem we
face is that in the last few years
the council’s costs have risen much
faster than the rate of inflation,
particularly those involving care of
vulnerable people. This means
that in order to keep the council
tax rise to a minimum we have
had to find savings.”

% Y

[
In 2003 residents said that
they wanted the council to
prioritise resurfacing the

Mo €

il

boroughs roads and pavements;
the education of children with
special needs; CCTV; and services
for older people.

Increased CCTV

The results speak for themselves.
Despite its resources being limited
by increasing costs, by the end

of March, the council will have
carried out over 300 road
improvement schemes; begun
implementing a strategy to
improve the education of children
with special needs; increased CCTV
coverage by 50 per cent; and
provided new services for older
people such as Apthorp Lodge, a
purpose-built, state of the art care
home that was recently opened as
part of a six-year programme to
improve residential care facilities
for older people.

Last autumn residents said
again that they wanted the
council to prioritise education
for children with special needs.
They also said that they wanted
the council’s priorities to be
resurfacing residential
pavements; home care for older
people and working with young

0es

e

people to minimise them
becoming involved in or victims
of crime.

Victor Lyon confirms that the
views of local people have played
a large part in setting the budget
he will be asking the council to
approve on 1 March.

“We believe in putting
customers first. Once again,
we've listened to what local
people have told us,” he says.
“Next year's proposed budget
focuses on meeting the needs of
Barnet’s school children and most
vulnerable residents, enhancing
the borough’s appearance and
good housekeeping. We will also
make sure that we prioritise
spending on the services people
have said are most important.”

8% did not respond

40% did not want any increase at all

52% were prepared to pay for an increase
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’* pastime

Barnet's 4,000 allotment
holders are a dedicated
bunch. Many of them
have been cultivating their
greens on the same plots
for years. But as interest in
\ organic produce is
growing, more and more
young people are donning
their wellies and going in
search of the good life.
Barnet First talked to some
of the borough's most
devoted gardeners.

y h
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Growing a five foot marrow is
no mean feat, but Tempesta
Vittorio just uses Barnet soil and
good old-fashioned compost to
cultivate the chicory, beans,
potatoes, tomatoes, grapes,
chick peas and marrows on his
allotment in East Finchley.

Tempesta came to England
from ltaly in 1955 and worked as
a chef for 35 years until a
problem with his shoulder
forced him into early retirement.
The exercise he gets tending his
plot helps ease the pain in his
shoulder and provides more
than enough vegetables for him,
his family and his friends.

Tempesta is one of the many
allotment holders who live
outside the borough and travel
to Barnet to tend their plots.

“.
o

Some neighbouring boroughs
have very few plots and waiting
lists of eight years for allotments
but in Barnet there are usually
spare allotments available.

Save money

At eighty-seven, Vice President
of the local allotment
federation, John Wingate

is one of the Barnet’s oldest
allotment holders. John has
had his patch since 1966. "All
the exercise and fresh air | get
from working on the allotment
keeps me going and the
vegetables | grow save me

and my family money,” he says.
“There’s a fantastic atmosphere
on our site and it's great that
lots of younger people are now
taking up plots”.

“iiotment facts

Barnet has around fifty allotment sites, most of which have
their own water supply, parking facilities and toilets. All sites
are secure and on many, seeds and fertilizer can be bought
more cheaply than in the sheps. ‘ .
- The size of an allotment is measured in poles and. rent is paid
per pole. A standard size plot of 9m x Z?fq is equivalent to
10 poles. From 1st April the annual rent will be £§ per pole
for Barnet residents and £1C per poie for non-residents.
There is a 50 per cent reduction in rent for ail plot-holders

aged 60 years and over for the first 10 poles.

et i =
e

I
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At Lawrence Street in Mill
Hill, allotment-holders, residents
and local schoolchildren have
joined forces to plant an orchard
of 32 fruit trees on part of the
site that was neglected.

Everyone’s at it

In the past, allotments were
dominated by men but over the
years this has changed. “About
half our holders are women and
we've got a few families,” Ros
Morgan, secretary of Lawrence
Street’s committee explains.
“People don't only grow things
to eat. Some have leisure gardens
with flowers and shrubs.”

For Bob Green gardening is a
family affair. His enthusiasm for
cultivating parsnips has rubbed
off on his son Kevin who has his
own plot on the same site. Zven
Bob's ten year old grandson
James has been bitten by the
bug and he helps out on the
family plots whenever he can.
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John bakes with friends

Class

When you walk through
the gates of Livingstone
School in New Barnet, it
looks like every other
primary school in the
borough.

Pupil's pictures decorate the
walls and groups of children
practice country dancing, while
others prepare for playtime.
But Livingstone is not like
every other school in the
borough, it is unique - the
only mainstream school that is
additionally resourced to teach
children who have an autistic
spectrum disorder (ASD).
Livingstone opened as a
resourced school for children
with autism spectrum disorders
in 2001 and it currently caters
for 15 children from reception

class through to Year 6.

The children have their
own classroom where they
receive specialist support
although the ethos of the sche
is for them to spend as much
time as possible in mainstrean
classes with their peers.

Parent Lee Shea says
that being able to attend a
mainstream school has made
a world of difference to his
seven-year-old autistic son John.

John joined Livingstone
straight from a mainstream
nursery.
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“To lose contact with ordinary children would
be a disaster — he has learnt so much from

his peer group”

"It was a natural progression,”
says Lee, who is a parent
governor at the school.

“John built relationships
with children he went to
nursery with. They have a
sense of responsibility towards
him as much as he has a long
term relationship with them.

“He is mixing with his typical
peers and learning from his
normal class friends. | don’t
think that would have
happened if he had gone to
a special school.

Lee hopes that John can
move on to a mainstream
secondary school in the future.

“To lose contact with
ordinary children would be
a disaster — he has learnt so
much from his peer group,”
he adds.

The majority of the ASD
pupils at Livingstone are boys —
autism is a condition that affects
boys more than girls. They travel

from throughout the borough
to attend the school.

Social Skills

The children spend much
of their time working on social
skills such as sharing, turn
taking and communicating
with their peers.

Louise Robinson, who
leads the support for pupils
with autism spectrum
disorders at the school says:
“Our children here are very
tolerant and understanding.
They are really excellent
role models.

Three more children with
autism spectrum disorders will
leave Livingstone this summer
and, Louise says, they are all
expected to join a mainstream
secondary school.

“It would be detrimental for
them to go to a special school
now — they have made so much
progress here.”

N'f

™

Such is the success of the
provision at Livingstone School
that Barnet Council’s new Special
Educational Needs Inclusion
Strategy for 2004-08 includes
a commitment to develop
provision at another mainstream
primary school within the
borough as well as continuing
to support all mainstream
schools teaching pupils with
autistic spectrum disorders.

i Children with autism
spectrum disorders have
difficulty with sociai skiils
and relationships and may
have other learning
difficulties.

Boys are at least four times
as likely to have an autistic
spectrum disecrcier as girls

12 There are 260 pupils with a
diagnosis of an autistic
spectrum disorder
attending schools and
early years centres in
Barnet
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Planning a local event? Want free
oublicity? Barnet First can help you.

Send us details and we'll publicise it on
this page (space permitting) and we'll
also put it on Barnet's website

(www.barnet.gov.uk).

So if you are holding an event at
your local pub, youth club, sports centre
or wherever send details (including a
contact number) to Susan Segar,

T T

Barnet First Magazine, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, Hendon, NW4 4BG,
fax: 020 8359 2677 or

email: susan.segar@barnet.gov.uk

in April.

19 February and 2 April

Salsa Live:

Dancing to a sizzling Latin band.
Class 7.30pm (£2 plus admission).
Live music and dancing 8.30pm
to late. Admission £9.50/£7.50
conc. Chicken Shed Theatre,
Chase Side, Southgate, N14.

Box office: 020 8292 9222

20 February

Hampstead Garden Suburb
Horticultural Society’s ‘Snowdrop
Outing’ to West Wycombe Park,
Bucks. Cost £14 (not including pub

lunch). For more details/booking
form call 020 8455 0455.

25 February

Quiz Night

Light-hearted fun quiz. Make a
team of family and friends, and
book a table. Individual players
can join a Chicken Shed team.
Starts 7.30pm. £36 per table (teams
of up to 6 players) or £6.50 each.
Includes light snacks. Chicken Shed
Theatre, Chase Side, Southgate,
N14. Box office: 020 8292 9222.

Tai Chi Classes.

Mondays and Wednesdays
8-10.30pm. All levels. St. Edward
Church Hall, Golders Green,
NW11. £7. Phone 020 8458 9842.

Barnet First is delivered to over
130,000 homes and businesses in
the borough. The next issue is out

The Vishva Bharati organisation
hold free meditation and yoga
classes. All abilities and ages are
welcome. Classes are taught by
qualified Jain nuns. Meditation
classes held Mondays to Fridays
7-7.45am; Saturdays and Sundays
8 -9am. Specific health yoga
classes: Mondays: yoga for high
blood pressure 11am-12noon.
Tuesdays: yoga for back pain
11am-12noon; yoga for work
tension relief 7.15-8.15pm.
Wednesdays: yoga for diabetes
8-9am; yoga for high blood
pressure 9-10am; yoga for work
tension relief 7.15-8.15pm.
Weekend classes by appointment.
Classes held at 22 Oxgate
Gardens, NW2 6EB. For more
details phone 020 8452 0913 or
email: jvblondon@yahoo.co.uk

Voliunteers needed

Barnet Garden Project has

been on the move to Archfields
Allotments, 195a Great North
Way, NW4 1PP (near Copthall
Stadium) and is looking for more
volunteers (subject to interview)
and to create a Friends of Barnet
Garden Project/Market Garden to
work in a support and advisory
capacity. For more details or to
visit please contact Eric (project
coordinator) on 07919 837113 or
by email: eric. hess@tiscali.co.uk

Salsa and vz

dance classes

Mondays, 7-8pm. Salsa and
Merengue dance classes at
Barnet Multicultural Community
Centre, Algernon Road, NW4,
£5 per class. For more details
phone 07745 200397.

meets Fridays 11.30am-1.30pm at
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Finchiey
N3. A chance to improve your
singing, make new friends and
perform for the community.
Beginners are welcome. For more
details phone 020 8458 4508.

London School of Yoga founded
by Melissa Berkovi and sponsored
by The Prince’s Trust. Uniformed,
graded and syllabus-led, it also
caters for pregnant women and
the over 50s. Classes on Tuesdays
and Thursdays 6.30-7.30pm,
7.35-8.35pm, 8.40-9.40pm at
Copthall School, Mill Hill, NW7.
£30 for the first month.

Call 0870 446 0205 to book.

artsdepot
5 Nether Street, Tally Ho Corner,
North Finchley N12 0GA.

4 February, 8.30pm

T R o
o
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Mark Padmore (tenor) and
Roger Vignoles (pianist)
perform Schubert’s song cycle
‘Die Winterreise’.

15 & 16 February, 8pm

All of Mec

Australia’s physical theatre
company Legs on the Wall
performs 'All of Me' a powerful
piece of acrobatic theatre.

3 March, 8.30pm

Curry Tales

Rasa Theatre presents ‘Curry
Tales’. Ace cook Rani Moorthy
with her spicy stories and masala
mania encourages audiences to
eat what she cooks.

F-IRE collective

winners of the 2004 BBC Jazz
Award for Innovation (6 February,
7pm, Norma Winstone with
Robert Mitchell and Julian Siegel;
6 March, 7pm, Johnny Philips and
Oriole touring their new album
‘Song for the Sleeping’ their style
bringing together the music of
West Africa, Brazil and Europe in
unexpected ways,; 10 April, 7pm,
Méta Méta and Timeline with their
own brand of Afro-Cuban funk).
Book in advance for all three
sessions and receive a free F-IRE CD.

For more details about these listed
events and other theatre, dance,
music, comedy and spoken word
activities, exhibitions, courses and
classes at artsdepot phone the Box
Office on 020 8369 5454 or log
onto www.artsdepot.co.uk

Museum of Domestic Design
and Architecture (MoDA)
Middlesex University, Cat Hill,
Barnet EN4 8HT. Open Tues.-Sat.
10am-5pm, Sun. 2-5pm (Closed
25-29 March incl.). Tel. 020 8411
5244. Free entrance.
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk




The two exhibitions ‘Woven
Splendour’ (Italian textiles
from the Medici to the modern
age) and ‘Telling Tales: what
museums really do' continue
until 20 March.

5 February, 10.30am-4pm
Italian Design in the
Twentieth Century

A study day. £20/£12 conc.

To book phone 020 8411 4394.

17 March, 7-8pm

MoDA's textile historian
examines the relationship
between the Silver Studio and
Liberty & Co. at the turn of the
century and during the 1930s.
fS/free to Friends of MoDA
(includes wine and nibbles).
Please book in advance. Phone
020 8411 4394.

3-6 February

The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe

Garden Suburb Theatre performs
‘The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe’, adapted from C S
Lewis, at Henrietta Barnett
School, Central Square,
Hampstead Garden Suburb,
NW11. Phone 020 7723 6609
for bookings/enquiries.

12 February, 7.45pm

Finchley Chamber Choir and
Finchley Chamber Orchestra
Concert.

Also 19 March, 7.45pm
Finchley Chamber Orchestra
Concert - A Gala
Tchaikovsky Evening.
7.45pm. Trinity Church, Nether
Street, N12. Adults £10/£7 conc.
For programme details/tickets
phone 020 8440 1899.

20 February

Sculpture Exhibition

Frances Segelman sculpts Dennis
Wilson (ex-Arsenal Goal Keeper).
All Saints’ Arts Centre, Oakleigh
Road North, Whetstone, N20. For
more details of this and other
activities at the arts centre
phone 020 8445 8388.

26 February, 7.45pm

Hendon Music Society presents
Noriko Ogawa and Kathryn
Stott, piano duo. £14/£12 conc.
Also 19 March, 7.45pm.

‘The Guildhall Strings’, £12/£10
conc. John Keble Church, Deans
Lane, Edgware. Young people
in full-time education up to age
22 FREE, courtesy of Cavatina
Chamber Music Trust. For
programme details / to book
phone 020 8203 2355.

8 February, 8pm

The Silk Road

Hendon and District
Archaeological Society presents a
lecture 'The Silk Road’ by Dr Susan
Whitfield. Also 8 March, 8pm. The
Pinner Chalk Mines’ lecture by Ken
Kirkham. £1 charge for lectures for
non-members. Avenue House, East
End Road, Finchley, N3. For more
details phone 020 8340 7434.

15 March, 7.30pm

Going for Gold

Hampstead Garden Suburb
Horticultural Society presents an
illustrated talk ‘Going for Gold’,
designing a garden for Chelsea,
by Marney Hall. Fellowship House,
Willifield Way, NW11. Members
free/non-members £2. For more
details phone 020 8455 0455.

Le Club Francais offers fun
French Clubs for ages 3-11
An opportunity to introduce
children to French in a relaxed and
natural way through educational
games, songs and stories,
worksheets and crafts. Clubs run
during school terms after-school or
Saturday mornings. Holiday courses
at Easter and in the summer. For
more details call Claire Murat on
020 7681 0695 for Finchley, Golders
Green, Hendon or Belinda Philips
on 020 8444 2906 for East Finchley,
Muswell Hill, Crouch End.

Tales from the Shed

4 February to 19 March

9.30am and 11.15am on Fridays
and Saturdays. Interactive
performances for the under 5s
(older siblings welcome). Adults
£5/£4conc. Children £3.50/£2.50
conc. Chicken Shed Theatre
Company, Chase Side, Southgate,
N14. Phone 020 8292 9222.

Museum of Domestic
Design and Architecture
Middlesex University, Cat Hill,
Barnet EN4 8HT. For more details
about the events listed below
phone 020 8411 5441.

Half Term holidays

For ages 5-12

15 February make and decorate
your own bandage-style plaster-cast
Venetian face mask; 16 February
design and make a banner with
your own coat of arms; 17 February
weaving with paper and ripped
fabric to create your own bag or
box. Sessions 10am-noon, repeated
2-4pm. Tickets: £5 per session,
payable in advance.

For ages 8-13

18 February, 10am-4pm

learn and use different
techniques to create your
own silk painting. Tickets:
£15/£13.50 for Arts Club
members, payable in advance.

6 March, 2-4.30pm

Mesh works for the whole
family. No need to book just
drop-in. £1 donation per child
payable on the day.

The Friends of Montclair
The twinning organisation
between the London Borough
of Barnet and the township of
Montclair, New Jersey, USA aims

Barnet First

to foster cultural, educational
and social links between the
two communities. If you would
like details about this group
and/or are interested in
becoming a member

phone 020 8361 8978.

9 March

No Smoking Day

Barnet Stop Smoking Service
offers FREE information, advice
and support in group sessions,
one-to-one with local pharmacists
and a Stop Smoking Midwife.
If you would like to Stop
Smoking call FREEPHONE

0800 32 82 784. To find out
about events on and around
No Smoking Day in Barnet call
020 8201 4808.
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Barnet's primary schools are among the very best performing in th

according to test results.

The Key Stage 2 achievement
and attainment tables place the
borough as the fourth best local
education authority in the
whole of England.

The results, published by the
Department for Education and
Skills, are based on the Key
Stage 2 tests in English, maths
and science that were sat by
11-year-olds in May last year.

In Barnet, three schools
achieved a perfect aggregate
score of 300 (a 100% pass rate
in each subject) - Hendon's
Independent Jewish Day School

Small class sizes

Warm friendly atmosphere

and St Joseph's Roman Catholic
Junior School, and St Paul's
Church of England Primary
School in Mill Hill.

Overall, the borough's 74
primary schools recorded an
average aggregate score of
255 compared to the English
average of 237. Last year, the
borough average was 248.

The borough's top improver
was Barnet Hill School, which
increased its aggregate score
from 156 in 2003 to 248 this
year.

Councillor John Marshall,

An independent co-educational day school for children aged 3-13.
A mixed ability intake that celebrates multi-culturalism and academic success.

B Excellent record of preparing children for Mill Hill, Harrow, Channing, Highgate,
North London Collegiate, Aldenham and St Margaret's School -+ .
Very favourable 1SI inspection Review in March 2004

Broad and balanced curriculum including Music, Art, Design Technology, Sport and Drama

Very good facilities dedicated to Science, ICT, Music and Art
Excellent Pastoral Care and Learning Support

Bursaries awarded at Headmaster's discretion

s O0O0ls

e country,

Cabinet Member for Education
and Lifelong Learning, says:
“This is an excellent
achievement by Barnet's primary
school children and their
teachers.

“The council is committed to
ensuring that the borough’s
children receive a first class
education from an early age.

“These results show that we
are succeeding in that objective.

“"However we are not
complacent and will still be
working hard to improve our
score again this year.”
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