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BarnetFirst

Amessage from
Councillor
VictorLyon,

Leader of Barnet Council

elcometothe
December-January
edition of BarnetFirst.

On behalf of everyone at Barnet
Council lwould like towishyouall
theverybest overthisfestive
season.

Inthis edition of the residents’
magazineyou can read about
how Barnetisleadingthewayon
recycling-topping atable of
North London Boroughswheniit
comestore-using rubbish. |
would urgeyou alltomake ityour
resolution over this festive season

torecycleas much ofyour

household waste as possible. FEATURES
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Council callstimeon
antli-socilal street drinkers

he war on nuisance and
Tanti-social behaviourinthe

borough continues after
the council announced its first
alcohol free zones to call time on
drunksinthe borough.

Thezonesare intended to
stamp outstreetdrinkingin
areaswhere this problemiis
blighting the lives of residents.
Drinking outside pubs, cafésand
restaurantsisonly permitted if
those outside areas are part of
thelicensed premises.

The move follows the launch
ofthe council’s new Street
Enforcement Serviceto deal
swiftly with anti-social behaviour
andimprove Barnet'sstreets, as
wellasa mobile CCTV unit.

Hendon Central, Finchley and
North Finchley town centres have
been chosen as pilotcontrolled
zones asthey are the worst hit by
anti-social streetdrinking. The
council iskeentoroll outthe
scheme elsewhereinthe
borough if the firstthree zones

prove successful.

Street Enforcement Officers
will be able to alert police to
problemsinthe zonesso that
these can be tackled. Creating
the zones will mean officers can
highlight problems with ticket
touts outside tube stationsor
beggars who have been drinking
sothey canbemovedonor
arrested by police.

Approval for the alcohol free
zonesissubject to consultation
withthe police and other bodies.

Cabinet Member for
Environment Councillor Brian
Colemansaid: “Ridding the
borough of anti-social behaviour
isatop priorityandthese zones
arethe latest weaponinour
armoury to achieve this. People
should not have to put up with
the unacceptable behaviour of
drunksand our action will
ensurethatthe probleminthe
three areasis quickly dealt with
sothatwe canallenjoy better
streets.”

New town
Keeper for
Ml Hill

Cabinet Member for Environment
Cllr.Brian Coleman launched a
new town keeper service in Mill
Hillin September as Barnet
Council continues toroll out the
popularservice across the
borough.

Town keepers carry outearly
morning patrolstoclearlitterand
graffitithathasappeared
overnight.

Theywork closely with other
council officersonremoving
abandoned vehiclesand taking
enforcementaction. Theinitiative
isalsobacked up by the council’s
mobile anti-graffiti units.

Mill Hillis the latest town
centreto benefitfromtheservice
and followsthe introduction ofa
town keeperinFinchley Church
EndinJuly.
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Anotherresident makesitto the finishing line

Residents puttheir
best foot forward

Barnetresidents have been
putting their fitness to the test
by taking partin the famous
'Rockport Mile’.

Nearly one hundred people
took partinthe eventwhich is
held every sixmonths at Barnet
Copthall Stadium. The
Rockport Mile is arecognised
fitness test which involves
participants walking a full
mile, and then having their
fitness levels monitored by
health professionals.

The eventis organised by
Fitness for Life whichisa
scheme funded by Barnet
Counciland Barnet Primary
CareTrust. Theyalsoruna
number of fitness activities
across the borough, including
instructor-led health walks in
parks and openspaces.
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Trading Standards
warnsover advance
feescam

Barnet Council’strading
standardsteamiswarning
residentsand businesses to
beware of an advance fee scam
which putsthem atrisk of losing
considerable amounts of money.

Householdsand tradersreceive
amail shotore-mail from Nigeria
asking themto assistin money
transfers, inreturnfora

l Newsin

percentage of the funds moved.

The catchisthatanadvance fee
hasto be paid beforethe
transactionscantake place.

Residentsthatreceive these
lettersshould sendthemtoBarnet
Council Trading Standards, Barnet
House, 1255 Whetstone High
Road, London N20 OEJ (tel: 020
83594917) ordirectto:
Metropolitan Police, National
Criminal Intelligence Service, West
African Organised Crime Section,
Unit2 Spring Gardens, PO Box
8000, London SE11 5EF.

Schools Minister
celebrateswith

Henrietta Barnett

Schools Minister Stephen Twigg
joined teachers, studentsand
governorsof Henrietta Barnett
Schoolin Hampstead Garden
Suburbto helpthem celebrate
beingnamed “School of the
Year” for 2002 by the Sunday
Times.

Lastyear, 94.1 percentofall A-
level paperssat by studentswere
given AorBgrades, results
bettered by justthree
independentschoolsinthe
country. This was followed up in

The Minister meets pupils

2003 when nine-out-of-ten of the
state school’sstudents who took
the examinationsgot AorB
grades.

HenriettaBarnettwas
specifically praised forits
innovative use of new technology
andthe waytheschool managed
tomeetnotonlythe academic
butemotional needsofits
students.

Lifeissweeterin
Barnet

Barnetresidentsareamongthe
luckiestin Londoninterms ofthe
quality of life they enjoy.

An Evening Standard survey
intowhere life was sweetest
foundthatthe boroughwasin
the top-five London areas.

Intherankings of quality of
life-based onarangeof criteria
including crime levels, local
publictransport, pollution, parks,
costof buying ahome, sports
facilitiesand the quality of
education provided by schools-
Barnetwasrated fifth out of 33
London boroughes.
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Getfitin 2004 at
Copthall

The new WellnessFitness Centre
hasopened at Copthall Leisure
Centre and offersawiderange of
facilitiesforthose whowanttoget
fit. The £1mcentrehasovera
hundred pieces of the latest fitness
equipment, aswellasadance
studio, juice barandrelaxation
area. Thisnew centre marksthe
significantinvestmentinleisure
andsports centres by the council’s

partner GLLand complementsthe
opening ofthenewBarnetBurnt
Oak Leisure Centrethatalsohasa
Wellness Fitness Centre. Further
investmentis planned for other
centreswithinBarnetincluding
anotherstate-of-the-art Wellness
CentreatFinchleyLidoin 2004.

Wantto know more?

( 02084579900

Shalom FM isBarnet
bound

The UK'sonly Jewish radiostationis
torelocatetoBarnetthankstohelp
fromthe council. Shalom FM has
foundtemporary accommodation
within a council building nearto
Hendon Town Halland will be
seeking planning permissionto
makeitalongtermbaseinthe
future. Barnet Councilsteppedinto
helpthestation afteritwasleft
strugglingtofind premisesinnorth
Londontobroadcastfrom.The
organisationwill take overthe
council buildinginitially fora
month from January 2004.
Thestationtransmitsacross north-
westLondonon 101.4fm.

Textthe council

Thereisnow a new way to
contact Barnet Council by using
the text facility on your mobile
phone.

'Text Barnet' will allow mobile
phone usersto text their
questionsand enquiries
throughto 07781473279 -
which also spellsout077811S
EASY. All text messages will be
acknowledged immediately,
and anID numbersentthrough
for future reference. Queries
will be followed up swiftly and
callers will be contacted by the
relevantservice dealing with
theirenquiry.

Tackling anti-
social behaviour
together

Tackling anti-social behaviourisa
growing priority foragenciesand
individuals concerned about the
quality of life in their community.

Barnet Councilandthe
Metropolitan Policestageda
conference to promote multi-
agency workingtotackle anti-social
behaviour. The councilwas recently
awarded Beaconstatus for itswork
in promoting community cohesion.

Keynotespeakersincluded Cllr.
Brian Salinger, Cabinet Member for
Housing and Environmental
Health; Sirlan Blair, Deputy
Metropolitan Police Commissioner,
Joe Tuke of the Home Office Anti-
social Behaviour Unitand Paul-
Dunn, ananti-social behaviour
advisor with the Metropolitan
Police who workswith London
boroughsto develop successful
approachestotackling
unacceptable behaviour.

Interactive workshops dealt
with all aspects of anti-social
behaviour-including
environmental crimesuch as
flytipping, graffiti,and abandoned
vehicles.

Cllr. Brian Salinger addresses delegates
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Nursery
gets bigger
and better

A new two-floorextension part
funded with a £83,000 grant from
Barnet Council, is now being
enjoyed by children at Moss Hall
Nursery Schoolin Finchley. Two
Cabinet Members, Cllr. Lynne
Hillan and ClIr. Brian Salinger, cut
theribbon at the official opening.

Because of the extra space
available, high quality full-day
care andsupportisnow being
provided for upto40children
each week.The 156 place nursery
isnow able to offer breakfast,
tea, lunchesand extrasessionsin
separate, carefully planned
accommodation.

Theschool haslarger
classrooms and the extraspace
hasmeanttheschool’s officesand
reception are now atthe front of
the building, resulting in better
overallsecurity.

Theschoolisalso
investing extramoneyin
extendingitsrange of
servicesand
equipment. Atoddler
group, toddlerlibrary i
and SEN toy library are
planned.

Prioritytotheall-
day provision will be
given according to
criteriaset by the local
authority, including
childreninneed, i
children with special
educational needs
and children with
parentswho have
disabilities or
health problems.
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Swedeliketo
learn fromyou

almois Sweden’s third
biggest city.
Barnet Council is

providing advice to the city
council there whichisworking
with Malmo University to
develop anew education centre -
promoting and developing
multi-cultural and anti-racist
teaching methodsin Malmo's
schools.

In September, adelegation of
Malmo City Council’s senior

politicians visited Edgware Infant

School, Edgware Junior School
and Whitefield Secondary School
tosee examples of good teaching
practiceinBarnet’s
multi-cultural classrooms.
- After meeting staff

{‘b and pupils, the

Education specialists from Malmo in Sweden were
in Barnetto observe how effective teaching can
help build strong communities.

delegationthen movedonto
Barnet Multi-Cultural
Community Centre in West
Hendon where they met centre
manager Joyce Chiwelaand were
treated toa Caribbean lunch.

ClIr. Lynne Hillan, Cabinet
Member for Education, said:
“Education hasakeyroleto play
intackling extremism and
prejudice. Itcan help strengthen
communitiesand we aimto
ensure every Barnetresident has
accessto first class educational
opportunities.

“We have excellentteachersin
the borough’sschoolsand I'm
sure the expertise and advice
they provided would have been
of enormous benefitto our
Swedish visitors.”
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Building Dollis Valley a brighter future

Residentslook overthe plans

Warden Housing Association has
been selected as the preferred
partnerto regenerate the Dollis
Valley estate after putting forward
the mostimaginative and
financially strong proposals.
Theirregeneration planwillsee
the creation of amixture of new
high quality homesfor existing
residents and additional homesfor
privatesale, with better linkstothe
surrounding areathrough arevised
layout. Run down blocks of flats will
be replaced with more traditional

streethouses with gardenswhile
youth and community facilities will
beimproved.

Warden Housing Association
willnow be working with residents
todevelop furtherandstrengthen
amulti-million poundregeneration
schemethatwill bringimproved
housing, community facilitiesand
employment opportunities, aswell
asputtinginplace innovative ways
totackle anti-socialbehaviourin
thearea.

Theselection of Warden
Housing Association follows
months of consultation, including
anexhibitionin Septemberwhen
residentswere abletoviewthe
various options being putforward
by the housing associationsand
trusts bidding totransform Dollis
Valley.

Aselection panelwhichincluded
residents, Councillor FionaBulmer,
council officersand chaired by ClIr.
Salinger, Cabinet Member for

Housing and Environmental
Health, meton October 13tohear
detailed presentationsfromeach
housing association. They quizzed
each association onthe details of
their proposalssuch asthe financial
viability, housing management,
waystotackle anti-social behaviour
andinvolvingresidentsinthe
process.

Warden Housing Association
emerged asthestrongestoverallon
theseissuesand ClIr. Salinger will
now recommend Warden asthe
preferred development partner for
theregenerationwhenthe
Council'sCabinetmeetson
December 1,2003.

Clir.Salingersaid: "Thisisan
importantsteptowardsgiving
peopleontheDollis Valley Estate
the homestheydeserve.

"Nowwe have aproposalanda
partner which can meetthe needs
and aspirationsof residents forthe
regenerationofthearea.”

Landmark conference
on sheltered housing

For thefirst time, residents and
representatives fromadiverse
range of sheltered housing
providers metataconference to
find the best ways to provide
sheltered housinginthe 21st
Century, making sure it meets the
needs of those requiring it.

There are more than 2000 older
peoplelivinginsheltered housing
todayinBarnet, provided by 30
separate organisations. Roughly a
third of this provisionisdirectly
fromthe council, athird by
housing associationsand a third by
charitiesand almshouses.

Residentswere able totake part
in conference workshopsandhad
theirsayontheservicescurrently
provided. What they said will
influence key decisions onthe way

sheltered housingisdeliveredin
comingyearstomakeiteven
better.

Theworkshopsalso helped
residentsfind outhowtogeta
home of their choice, decide what
they wantfromwardenservices
and advised them on howto work
with landlords most effectively so
theirvoiceisheard.
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Barnet Council has unveiled
plansto cutcongestionand
accidents on the Finchley Road in
Temple Fortune.
Theimprovementscheme,
which coversthe A598 from the
North Circular Road to Portsdown
Avenue, will seeremoval of
ineffective measuressuch asthe
little used trafficislands, kerb
build-outsthatencourage
obstructive parking and speed
tablesthathave collapsed.
Therewill alsobe anincrease
in parking provision near to shops
and additional disabled parking
facilitiesto boost the number of
visitorstothe high street.
Theimprovements are part of
the council’son-going five-year
programme of road resurfacing
and maintenance. Thisyear
alone, the councilisspending
over £7monrepairing roads

Traffic to flow again
in Temple Fortune

and pavements.
The Temple Fortune scheme

will begin thismonth, with breaks

overthe Christmasand New Year
periodtominimise disruptionto
shoppersandtraders.

Cabinet Member for
Environment Clir.Brian Coleman
said: “Thisschemeispart of our
policy to gettrafficflowingagain
ontheborough’sroadswhilst
minimising accidents. By tackling
the congestion problem atsource
and making conditionson main
roads better, driverswill not want
toratrunontoadjacentlocal
roads.”

Wantto know more?

Contact the highways service on

( 02083596074

Improvementwork beingundertakeninBarnet

Controlled
ZONE

Barnet Council is reviewing the
Controlled Parking Zonesin
Finchley to assess theirimpact
and make changes where
necessary.
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Councilreviews CPZs

The schemes at Church End
and North Finchley were
broughtin after extensive
consultation and with the
backing of residents and traders.
However, the councilundertakes
areview of all CPZs after six
monthstoironoutanyteething
problems.

It meansthatstreetsonthe
border of the zone which opted
outduringBarnet Council’s
original consultation will now
getanopportunity to be
included thescheme. The
council will also consider
requeststo alter parking

controls, such asthe hours of
operation and parking bay
layout. Residentsandtradersare
being asked what they think of
the proposals.

CPZs prioritise parking for
localresidents and businesses
and provide suitable short-term
parking for shoppers. They also
curb trafficcongestion caused by
illegaland inconsiderate
parking. The Church End zone,
which coversroads around
Finchley Central tubestation, is
particularly aimed at easing the
problems created by commuter
parking.
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Barnettopsrecyclingtable

Barnetisleading thewayon
recycling-topping atable of north
London boroughs.
Figuresfor2002-2003 show that
oftheboroughsthatmakeupthe
North London Waste Authority

(NLWA) - Barnet, Hackney, Camden,

Enfield, Haringey, Islingtonand
Waltham Forest-Barnet has
collected the most rubbish to be
sentforrecycling-around 14,200
tonnes.

These effortswill reinforcethe
council'sdrivetocreate acleaner,
greener borough, asforeachtonne
of rubbish recycled Barnet will

receive 'credits' worth £46 fromthe
NLWA. Thismeans agrand total of
£653,769 can now be ploughed
backintorecyclinginitiativesacross
theborough.

But far from being complacent
the councilisalready on course to
betterthisperformance. New
figuresshowthatofallthe
boroughsinthe NLWA area, Barnet
isthemostlikelytoreachits
recyclingtarget-18percentofall
rubbish-setforitbythe
Governmentin 2003-2004.

The amount of rubbish recycled
by residentshasalready increased

toover 16 percent, with 1,983
tonnesbeingsentforrecyclingin
Augustthisyearcompared with 857
tonnesin August2001.

CabinetMember for
Environment ClIr.Brian Coleman
said: “It'svery rewardingto know
thatthe whole oftheboroughis
pullingtogethertodramatically
reduce therubbish sentto landfill
sites. We providesixeasy to use
services forresidentstorecycle their
domesticwaste and withyour help
cangoontoreachnewheightsin
recyclingandcreateaneven
cleaner, greenerBarnet.”

(5reen festive season

To help ensure more rubbishis
recycled and re-used this festive
season, residents can take
advantage of Barnet's six easy-to-
useservices:
RecyclefromHome:isafree
doorstep collection

Bring Banks: thereare over70
recyclingbring banksatkey
locationsthroughoutthe borough.
FlatsRecycling Service: a free easy-
to-use weekly flatcollection
Compostat Home: compostersat
subsidised prices

CivicAmenity and Recycling
Centre: atthe centreyoucan
recycle over 30 differentitems
Green Garden Waste Collection:
greenwheeledbinsofferedto
residents forthe collectionof
gardenwaste in limited parts of the
borough

Tops tips for festive recycling
Use our top tips to reduce your

rubbish over the festive season:

» Saveyour favourite Christmas
cardsto make nextyear’s gift
tagsorrecyclethem

» Buyrechargeable batteriesfor
children’stoys and electrical
goods

» Bemorecreative withyour
giftsand buy products made
from recycled materials

» Buyproductsinbulk-it's
cheaperand uses fewer
resources

» Re-useyour plasticcontainersto
store leftoversratherthanusing
clingfilm, plasticbags or foil

See page 14forchangesto

recycling and refuse collection

servicesover the Christmas
period.

Wantto know more?

CallBarnet's Recycling Hotline on
02083597505 quoting ref:GB 1BF

Recycling-So Simple, It's Easy!

Emily Casimir-Brown, aged 4, has got therecycling
bugearly

www.barnet.gov.uk 9
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Crime-busting CCTV cameras are
making Barnetasafer place to
live.

InSeptemberalone, there
wereeightarrestsasaresultofthe
state-of-the-artsurveillance now
operating acrossthe borough.

The offencestook place at
differentlocationsandincluded
attemptedrobbery, possession of
offensive weapons, attempted
theftand daubing graffiti.

Thismajorinvestmentin CCTV
isspearheading Barnet Council’s
crackdown on crime, vandalism
and anti-social behaviour.

A mobile unit packed withthe
latest surveillance equipmentis

now patrollingBarnet'scrime
hotspots. This latest weaponin
the crusade forasafer
environment follows the
installation of more camerasin
town centresand the openingofa
new CCTV control centrein
Hendon.

Cabinet Member for
Environment ClIr. Brian Coleman
said: “We aredeterminedtodo
everythingwe cantoreduce both
crimeandthefearofcrime. These
latest arrests show what a vital
role CCTV playsin catchingand
deterring the thugs, vandalsand
thievesthatblightthelives of
ordinary, decent people.”
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Warehouse proprietor
fined for rat infestation

The proprietor of afood
warehouse in Edgware has ended
upincourtafter Environmental
Health Officers at Barnet Council
discovered a grisly catalogue of
horrors lurking in the building.

In acase broughtbythe
council's Environmental and
Neighbourhood Servicesand Law

L)
e

and Probity team, Elias Abaee, the
proprietorof BahBahLtdinthe
High Street, was found guilty of
three offences under food safety
laws at Hendon Magistrates Court
onFriday, August 29. He was fined
atotal of £1000 plus £500 costs
and banned from managing any
food business.

The magistratestold Mr Abaee
thatitwasthe worst case of this
kindthatany of them hadseen
andthatthe fine would have been
much higher were it notfor Mr
Abaee'sveryreduced means.

Officersfromthe council’s
Environmental and
Neighbourhood Services found a
severeratinfestationduringan
inspection of the premisesin
October2002. Rodentswere
spotted running around the
premises and adeadratwas

discoveredinabagoffood. The
courtalso heard how one officer
nudged a box containing food
and heard asqueak. In addition,
the officers found a moth
infestationinthe warehouse.

Council food safety experts
immediately shutdownthe
premises using an emergency
prohibition notice, and much of
the food waslater condemned by
the court for destruction.

Cabinet Member for Housing
and Environmental Health Cllr.
Brian Salingersaid: “Thisisa
particularly disturbing case and
once againshowsthatwe will not
hesitate to take tough action
whenthe health of the publicis
putatrisk.”

Wantto know more?

Anyone with concerns about food
safety and hygiene conditionsina
shop, restaurant or any food
premisesshould telephone Barnet
Council on 0208359 7443.

Last family out of bed and

breakfastaccommodation

Thelastfamilylivinginbed and
breakfastaccommodationin
Barnethasbeen movedintoa
properhome-sixmonths ahead of
schedule.

In2002 there werestill 90
familieslivingin B &Bs, butlast
week saw the final family to be
housed thisway moved by the
councilinto otherself-contained
temporary accommodation.

Anumber of factorshave
contributedtothe council’ssuccess
which has been noted by the Office
ofthe Deputy Prime Minister.

Theseinclude theintroduction
of afamily mediationserviceto help
stop people becoming homelessin

thefirst place; the speeding up of
proceduresfor makingdecisionsin
homelessness casesandthe
developmentof better quality,
bettervalue temporaryand
permanentaccommodation.

The council’sachievementin
finally closingthe dooronbedand
breakfastaccommodationfor
homelessfamiliescomeshotonthe
heelsofthelaunchofitsbrand new
‘BarnetHomeseekers’ service.

'Homeseekers’ representsa
whole newway of workingand a
new range of housing options for
peoplelooking forsomewhereto
live.

Instead of waiting for an offer,

Barnet’Homeseekers'islaunched

allvacant propertieswill now be
advertised for biddinginanew
scheme called "Home Connections’.
People onthe council’'shousing
register can now ‘bid’ with their
housing points for advertised
properties. The applicantwho bids
foraproperty with the highest
number of points based on housing
needwill getthekeys.

www.barnet.gov.uk 11



Contacting your Local Councillor

You can contact the councill
iInanumber of ways:

Forgeneral enquiries, orifyou knowthe name
ofthe person orsectionyouwantto speak to,
call02083592000.

Visitthe council’s website atwww.barnet.
gov.uk forinformationonallservicesincluding
contactdetailsandtelephone numbers. For
more detailed enquiries on council servicescall
into one of our Action Points. The council has
four Action Pointsat: The Town Hall, Hendon,
ChippingBarnetLibrary, Edgware Libraryand
GoldersGreenLibrary.

Action Points can also be contacted by:
Telephone: 02083594000

Fax:02083592197; Minicom: 0208203 8942
Email:info.centre@barnet.gov.uk
Con=Conservative, Lab=Labour, LibDem= Liberal Democrat

I BRUNSWICK PARK WARD

LYNNEHILLAN (Con)

(020)84455101  clr.l.hillan@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
ParkRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

DANIEL HOPE (Con)

(020)83689005  cllr.d.hope@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library, Brunswick
ParkRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

ANDREAS TAMBOURIDES (Con)
(020)83685417
cllr.a.tambourides@barnet.gov.uk

2nd Saturday every month, Osidge Library,
Brunswick Park Rd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

I BURNT OAK WARD

LINDA McFADYEN (Lab)

(020)8364 8782
cllr.l.mcfadyen@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HA8,
10.30am-12noon

ALLANTURNER (Lab)

(020)89522106  cllr.a.turner@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HA8,
10.30am-12noon

CLAIRE FARRIER (Lab)

(020)89597908  clIr.c.farrier@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HA8,
10.30am-12noon

| COLINDALE WARD | EDGWARE WARD
DANISH CHOPRA (Lab) HELENA HART (Con)
(020)84493231  dlr.d.chopra@barnet.gov.uk |(020)83710658 clir.h.hart@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,
NW9, 10-11am

GILL SARGEANT (Lab)
(020)8455 1070

cllr.g.sargeant@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,
NW9, 10-11am

Tuesdays (excluding religious and bank holidays),
Edgware Library, Hale Lane, HA8, 5.30-6.30pm

MALCOLM LESTER (Con)
(020)82033144

conservative.grp@barnet.gov.uk
Tuesdays (excluding religious and bank holidays),
Edgware Library, Hale Lane, HA8, 5.30-6.30pm

ALAN SLOAM (Lab)

(020)83813919  clIr.a.sloam@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Grahame Park Library, The Concourse,
NW9, 10-11am

JOAN SCANNELL (Con)
(020)89595921

cllr.j.scannell@barnet.gov.uk
Tuesdays (excluding religious and bank holidays),

1stand 3rd Saturday every month, South Friern Library,
ColneyHatchLane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern Barnet
Library, Friern Barnet Road, N11, 10.30am-12noon

I COPPETTS WARD Edgware Library, Hale Lane, HA8, 5.30-6.30pm
BARRY RAWLINGS (Lab) I FINCHLEY CHURCH END WARD
(c(l)lfg)rsa‘\l/jlisnG?@?)arnet ov.uk MICHAEL FREER (Con)

- 9 -gov. (020)83492540  clir.m.freer@barnet.gov.uk

Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, East End
Rd.,N3,7.30-8.30pm

PAUL ROGERS (Lab)

(020)83681427  cllr.p.rogers@barnet.gov.uk
1stand 3rd Saturday every month, South Friern Library,
ColneyHatch Lane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern Barnet
Library, Friern BarnetRoad, N11, 10.30am-12noon

EVA GREENSPAN (Con)
(020)8203 1598

clir.e.greenspan@barnet.gov.uk
Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, East End
Rd.,N3,7.30-8.30pm

SOON-HOE TEH (Lab)

(020)84929489  cllr.s.h.teh@barnet.gov.uk
1stand 3rd Saturday of the month, South Friern Library,
ColneyHatch Lane, N10. Other Saturdays, Friern Barnet
Library, Friern BarnetRoad,N11, 10.30am-12noon

EASTBARNET WARD

TERENCE CBURTON (Con)

(020)83687366  clIr.t.burton@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85
BrookhillRoad, EN4, 10.30am-12noon

OLWEN EVANS (Con)

(020)83681986  cllr.o.evans@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, The Community Centre,
VictoriaRd., New Barnet, 10.30am-12noon. Also 3rd
Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85 Brookhill
Rd.,EN4, 10.30am-12noon

SUSAN STEINBERG (Con)
(020)84414498

cllr.s.steinberg@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Saturday every month, East Barnet Library, 85
Brookhill Rd., EN4, 10.30am-12noon

I EAST FINCHLEY WARD

ICHILDS HILLWARD

(020)84467940 clrj.cohen@barnet.gov.uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

LIBERALDEMOCRAT GROUP LEADER
(020)84555140

cllr.m.palmer@barnet.gov.uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

(020)84555140  cllr.s.palmer@barnet.gov.uk
1st Thursday every month, Childs Hill Library,
Cricklewood Lane, NW2, 7-8pm

12 www.barnet.gov.uk

ALISON MOORE (Lab)
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LABOUR GROUP

(020)83430306 cllra.moore@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,
ChurchLane,N2,10-11 .30a_m

== s == ==
COLIN ROGERS (Lab)
(020)84447150  cllr.c.rogers@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,
ChurchLane, N2, 10-11.30am

PHILYEOMAN (Lab)

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, LABOUR GROUP
(020)84449216

cllr.p.yeoman@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, East Finchley Neighbourhood Centre,
ChurchLane, N2, 10-11.30am

LESLIE SUSSMAN (Con)
(020)83466775

cllr.l.sussman@barnet.gov.uk
Ist Wednesday every month, Avenue House, East End
Rd.,N3,7.30-8.30pm

IGARDEN SUBURB WARD

VANESSA GEARSON (Con)
(020)84558759

cllr.v.gearson@barnet.gov.uk
4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willifield
Way, NW11,7.30-9pm

JOHN MARSHALL (Con)
(020)84452597

cllr.j.marshall@barnet.gov.uk
4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willifield
Way, NW11,7.30-9pm

JAZMIN NAGHAR (Con)
(020)84582466

conservative.grp@barnet.gov.uk
4th Monday every month, Fellowship House, Willifield
Way, NW11,7.30-9pm

| GOLDERS GREEN WARD

MELVIN COHEN (Con) MAYOR

(020)89513477  cllrm.cohen@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library, 2.15-
3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon Sports
Centre, 12noon-1pm

ABA DUNNER (Con)

(020)84559960  cllr.a.dunner@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library, 2.15-
3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon Sports
Centre, 12noon-1pm

CHRISTOPHER HARRIS (Con)
(020)87318303 cllr.c.harris@barnet.gov.uk
2nd Sunday every month, Golders Green Library, 2.15-
3.15pm. Also 4th Sunday every month, Hendon Sports
Centre, 12noon-1pm
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IHALE WARD

STEVEN BLOMER (Lab)

(020)89597878  clir.s.blomer@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HA8,
10.30am-12noon

IOAKLEIGH WARD

ROBERT NEWTON (Con)

(020)84452879  cllr.r.newton@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

I WESTHENDON WARD

ARUN GHOSH (Lab)

(020)82026841  cllir.a.ghosh@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12noon

BRIAN GORDON (Con)
07931300679

conservative.grp@barnet.gov.uk
Please contact to arrange a meeting

RUTHNYMAN (Lab)

(020)8906 1418  cllr.r.nyman@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Burnt Oak Library, Watling Ave., HA8,
10.30am-12noon

| HENDON WARD

MAUREEN BRAUN (Con)

(020)82031876  cllrm.braun@barnet.gov.uk
1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

ANTHONY FINN (Con)
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
(CONSERVATIVE GROUP DEPUTY LEADER)

(020)82029689  clIr.a.finn@barnet.gov.uk
1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

MATTHEW OFFORD (Con)

(020)82025319  cllirm.offord@barnet.gov.uk
1st Monday every month, Action Point, The Town Hall,
The Burroughs, NW4, 6-7pm

| HIGH BARNET WARD

KATIADAVID (Con)

(020)84451410 clirk.david@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

KANTIPATEL (Con)

(020)8446 6639  clirk.patel@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

- | UNDERHILLWARD

WENDY PRENTICE (Con) DEPUTY MAYOR
(020)8364 9249

cllrw.prentice@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

IMILLHILLWARD

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
GROUP

(020)89068189  cllr.w.casey@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave., NW?7,
10am-12 noon

(020)89596261  cllrj.davies@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave., NW7,
10am-12 noon

(020)83649309 clir.s.hooker@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, Mill Hill Library, Hartley Ave., NW7,
10am-12 noon

BRIAN SALINGER (Con)
(020)8368 1329

cllr.b.salinger@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

AGNES SLOCOMBE (Lab)
(020)8202 4074

cllr.a.slocombe@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12noon

GERARD SILVERSTONE (Con)
(020)87318368

cllr.g.silverstone@barnet.gov.uk
1st Saturday every month, Friern Barnet Library, Friern
BarnetRd.,N11, 10.30am-12noon

ITO'I'I'ERIDGE WARD

BRIAN COLEMAN (Con)

GREATER LONDON ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR
BARNET & CAMDEN

(020)83492024

cllr.b.coleman@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Totteridge Library, 109
Totteridge Lane, N20, 10.30am-12noon

KEVIN EDSON (Con)

(020)8447 1910  cllrk.edson@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Totteridge Library, 109
Totteridge Lane, N20, 10.30am-12noon

VICTORLYON (Con)
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL (CONSERVATIVE
GROUPLEADER)

(020)84468253  cllr.v.lyon@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Totteridge Library, 109
Totteridge Lane, N20, 10.30am-12noon

ANITA CAMPBELL (Lab)
(020)84402703

cllr.a.campbell@barnet.gov.uk
1stand 3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Library, 3 StapyltonRd., EN5, 2-3pm

FIONA BULMER (Con)

(020)84415258  clIr.f.bulmer@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

PETERDAVIS (Con)

(020)84498968  cllr.p.davis@barnet.gov.uk
3rd Saturday every month, Chipping Barnet
Conservative Association, 163 High St., EN5, 2-3.30pm

IWEST FINCHLEY WARD

KITTY LYONS (Lab)

(020)8346 6843  clrk.lyons@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

KATHY McGUIRK (Lab)
(020)8346 8255

clirk.mcquirk@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

JIMTIERNEY (Lab)

(020)83463359  cllrj.tierney@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

ANSUYA SODHA (Lab)

(020)89596035  cllr.a.sodha@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, West Hendon Community Centre, Marsh
Drive, NW9, 10.30am-12noon

IWOODHOUSE WARD

ANNE HUTTON (Lab)

(020)88830996  cllr.a.hutton@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12, 10-
11.30am

MARKLANGTON (Lab)

07940461 285
cllr.m.langton@barnet.gov.uk

Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley,
N12,

10-11.30am

ALAN SCHNEIDERMAN (Lab)
(020)87319680

cllir.a.schneiderman@barnet.gov.uk
Saturdays, 331 Ballards Lane, North Finchley, N12,
10-11.30am

CONTACTING
YOUR MPs

CHIPPING BARNET

SIRSYDNEY CHAPMAN
Office: 163 High St., Barnet, EN5 55U
(020)84497345

FINCHLEY & GOLDERS GREEN

DRRUDIVIS
Office: 38 Church Lane, East Finchley, N2 8DT
(020)88830411

HENDON

ANDREW DISMORE

Office: St. George's Lodge, 79 The Burroughs,
Hendon, NW4 4AX

(020)82022122

GREATERLONDON ASSEMBLY

MEMBER FORBARNET AND CAMDEN
COUNCILLORBRIAN COLEMAN

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA
(020) 79834366
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Samet Councllholiday refuse anc
recycling collections for 2003/4

Please note the following changes to your schedules over the festive period:

Refusecallections
Please ensure thatyourwheeled bin is placed on the boundary of your property by 6.30am onyour scheduled day of collection.

Collectiondueon Rescheduled Collection day
Thursday 25 December  (No Service) JEEEL0 s EVPIADI1q ] olTg
Friday 26 December (\[e5a7€a)  Friday 2 January

Thursday 1January (\[e5ales)  Saturday3January

Allother refuse collections will take place

asnormal. Forfurtherinformation call
02083594600, quoting ref: RCO3

Recycle from home, weekly doorstep collections (including flats)
Please ensure that your box s placed on the boundary of your property by 7.00am on your scheduled day of collection.

Collectiondueon Rescheduled Collection All other Recycle from Home doorstep

B VETe E\PLYD I o | TN (N eMIWVI)M  Saturday 27 December collections will take place asnormal. For
Friday 26 December (\[e5a€a  Friday 2 January furtherinformation call the Recycling
Thursday 1January (\[e5aes)  Saturday 3 January Hotline 0208359 7505, quoting ref: RHO3

Materials which can be placed inyour black recyclingboxinclude: batteries (carand household), cans, engine oil,
foil, glass, mobile phones, paper, shoes, textilesand yellow pages.

Please put excess materialsin carrier bags next toyourblack recycling box. Ifthisisaregular occurrence please cal
forasecondboxon 0208359 7505. The Flats Recycling Service collects: cans, glassand paper.

Green garden waste collection
Please ensure thatyour green wheeled binis placed on the boundary of your property by 6.30am on your scheduled day of
collection.

Collectiondueon : Next Collection Allother Green Garden Waste collections will
Saturday 27 December (NoService) BEREUGEVATBERIETRY take place asnormal. For further information

Saturday 3 January (\leligailes)  Saturday 10January call 0208359 7400, quoting ref; GW03

Residentswho have signed up to the Green Garden Waste Collection can leave their Christmas trees by the side of
their GREEN wheeled bin for collection.

Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre, SummersLane, N12

Thursday 25 December  Site Closed Thesite will be open as usual on all other days.

Formore information call the centre on 020
8362 0752, quotingref: CAO3

Friday 26 December Site Closed
Thursday 1January Site Closed

Atthe centreyou canrecycle 30 different materials, including: bicycles, books, cardboard, engine oil filters,
electricalitems, electronicitems, fluorescent tubes, fridges, furniture, gas bottles, garden waste, hardcore, paint,
plasticbottles, records, CD'sand tapes, toner cartridges, scrap metal, sports equipment, tyres, wood and yellow
pages. (General wasteisalso accepted). Christmas Trees can be taken to the site for composting.

Recycling—-So Simple, It’s Easy!

14 www.barnet.gov.uk




BIARINIE|T!

LONDON BOROUGH

Block cleanse

Block cleansing of every street
complete with free skips has
expanded and will now take
place threetimesayear.

For furtherinformation please
visit our website
www.barnet.gov.uk or call 020
83594600, quotingref: BCO3.
We notify all residents by letter
atleastone weekin advance of
the date of the block cleanse.
Residents can take their
Christmas trees to the skips
provided during the January/
February block cleanse.

Christmas tree collection
0oINtS

From 3rd January until 19th
January, please leave your old
Christmas trees for composting
inthe designated areasatthe
followingsites:

1.The CivicAmenity & Recycling
Centre, SummersLane, N12

2.Daws Lane car park, NW7

3.West Hendon Playing Fields
car park, NW9

4.\Watling Park, behind the
recycling banks off Abbots
Road, HA8

5. Clitterhouse Playing Fields
car park, off Claremont Road,
NW?2

6.Barnet Playing Fields car
park, off Barnet Road, nextto
the Cricket & Hockey Club,
EN5 2DW

See page 9 forourtops tips for
festive recycling.

Festive season
opening hours

What's openinBarnet and when

Libraries

Alllibraries will close at 1pm on
Wednesday, December 24th and
will remain closed for Thursday,
December 25th and Friday,
December 26th.

Normal opening hours will
resume on Saturday, December
27th until Tuesday, December
30thinclusive. All libraries will
close at 5pm on Wednesday,
December31st and Thursday,
January 1st.

Residentsshould be aware
that Monday isaclosed day for all
libraries except Chipping Barnet,
Church End, EastBarnetand
Edgware so with the exception of
these all otherlibraries will be
closed on Monday, December
29th. Hendon Library remains
closed for refurbishment.

Church Farmhouse
Museum

The museum will be closed from
Wednesday, 24th December to
Friday, 26th December (inclusive)
and alsoon Thursday, 1st January.
Normal opening hours will
operate from Saturday,
December 27th until Wednesday,
December 31stinclusive.

Customer Care Unit

The Customer Care Unit (020
83594600), which takes
residents’ callson street based
issuessuch asroad and pavement
subsidence, streetlighting, street
cleaning, refuse andrecycling
services will have the following
opening hours over the festive
period:

» Wednesday 24 December -
8am-4pm

» Thursday 25 December, Friday
26 December, Saturday, 27
December and Sunday, 28
December-Closed

» Monday, 29 December and
Tuesday, 30 December -
8am-6pm

» Wednesday 31 December
—-8am-4pm

» Thursday 1January-Closed

» Friday 2 January-8am-6pm

Waste collectionand
recycling

See advert opposite for collection
times.

www.barnet.gov.uk 15
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Focus onthe Corporate Plan:
Repairing roads and pavements

he Corporate Planis the
T council’s road map for

improving service
performance over the next five
years.

Inthe last edition of Barnet
Firstwe looked in detail at
one of the five key
priorities of the
plan-
supporting the
vulnerableinthe
community. Inthis
issue we turn our
attentionto
anotherkey priority
—repairingroadsand
pavements.

Barnetis
maximising the
resources available to
carry out proper repairs
andresurfacing and has
embarked on afive-year
programme of
maintenance work.

Thisyearalone, the
council isspending over £7m
onrepairingroadsand
pavements.In 2002/03, more
than 80 roadswere resurfaced
atacost of £3m, with even more
streets benefiting thisyear. The
councilwantsto ensure that by
2007/8 the majority of roads will
be up to national standards.

We also want to get traffic
moving on the borough’s roads.
The council istackling the issue
atsource by making conditions
onthemainroad network
better, sothatdrivers will not
ratrunthrough adjacentlocal
roads. The Temple Fortune road
improvement scheme, whichiis
featured on page 8, isagood
example of the priority Barnet is

16 www.barnet.gov.uk

givingtoroadrepairand
maintenance.

However, we are not
responsible forthe M1,
A1,A41and

the North Circular Road which
togethercarry 250,000 vehicles a
daythrough Barnet. Earlier this
year, Barnet, along with Enfield
Council, challenged Transport
for London’s decision to
abandon majorimprovements
tothe North Circular Road at
three major congestion points:
Bounds Green, Henlys Corner
and Brent Street. This
intervention hasensured that
the schemesremain firm

proposalssubjectto TfLsecuring
funding. Such improvements
will furtherreduce the need for
driverstoratrun.
Betterstreetlighting reduces
the fear of crime. Italso helps
cuttheincidence of nighttime
road accidents and improves
the way streets look. We will
aimtoinvestatleast£3mon
modernising street lighting
over the life of the
Corporate Plan.
Everyresidenthasthe
rightto expectthe
borough’sroadsand
pavementsto besafeto
use. Thatiswhy we
will make Barnet
streets better by
repairing and
replacingworn
roadsand
pavementsand
work toimprove
streets, street
lighting and the
way streets
look.

The five key priorities of the

Corporate Plan are:

M Afirst class education service

M Tackling crime

M Supporting thevulnerablein
our community

M Acleaner, greener Barnet

I Repairing roads and

pavements

Wantto know more?

Togethold ofacopy of Barnet
Council'sCorporate Plantelephone
02083597022 ore-mail
claire.johnston@barnet.gov.uk




£1.7 million boostforchildren
N \West Hendon and Undernill

The West Hendon and Underhill
areas are settoreceive amassive
boosttoservicesforveryyoung
children and their families whena
local Sure Start programmeisin
full swing.

Barnet Council hasreceived
Governmentbackingfora
programme of initiativesto
improve life chances for children
and familiesin West Hendon and
Underhill with funding worth
£1.7 million over threeyears.

Children will benefitfrom
acquiring betterskills before
starting school, increased
supportand health advice for
mums-to-be and for families
when babies are born. There will
be more supportavailable for
parentsto explore educationand
employment opportunities
through closer links with
Jobcentre Plus, local training
providersand further/higher
educationinstitutions. Computer
training for mothers wanting to
returntoworkisjustone

envisaged project.

Activities planned when the
programme is fully operational
include: extra health visiting
hours, training opportunities for
parents, parenting groups,
additionaltoyandbook library
services, extra child and family
psychological supportand
development of full-day nursery
provisionaswellasanincreasein
the number of toddler groups.

Barnet Council hasbeen
working with the Primary Care
Trustand local voluntary groups
todevelop astrategytoincrease
the availability of high quality
and affordable childcare, plus
education and health services for
families, with a particular focus
onWest Hendon and Underhill’s
722 underfours.

Barnet’'slocal Sure Start
programme is partofan
important national strategy to
end child poverty which isaimed
atimproving opportunities for
children and their families.

Community Plan
competitionwinners

The Community Plan affects
everybody living and workingin
Barnet. It provides a strategy for
tackling the key issues affecting
local people by getting the
borough’s differentagencies to
work together.

Aquestionnaire wassentto
every householdinthe borough
asking for feedback on the draft
Community Plan and residents
whoreturnedtheir

qguestionnairres by the 12
September deadline were
enteredintoafree prizedrawto
win one ofthree £50 shopping
vouchers.

Over 3,500 completed
questionnaireswerereturned
and congratulationstothe
winners of the prize draw: Mrs L
Asher of Mill Hill, Ms M Hoff of
New Barnetand MrJ Edwards of
Whetstone.

BIARINIE|T!
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The Mayor of Barnet, Councillor Melvin Cohen
plays his partin the CivicService

Barnethonours
first citizen

Mayors from all over London
gathered together at Od Yosef
Hai Synagogue in Hendon to
take partin the borough’s
annual Civic Service. The
service, which has been held
every yearsince 1965, pays
homage to the current Mayor
and asks for a blessing on his or
heryearin office.

Also attending thisyear
were local MPs, councillors,
magistratesand
representatives of
organisationsthat have been
giventhe freedom of the
borough or which have been
‘adopted’ by the council.

www.barnet.gov.uk 17
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Religious leaders
show faith in Barnet

=

Delegatestake partinthe first faith conference.

The leaders of faith
communities within Barnet
have come togetherina
landmark meeting, chaired by
Clir. Aba Dunner, to discuss the
possibility of an inter-faith
network within the borough.
The conference came about
after representatives from
major faiths suggested that
Barnet would benefit from
religious communities working
togetherinthe future. This
would be particularly beneficial
during the possibility of
terrorist activity, or events that
affect minority communities
such asthe SARS outbreak
earlierthisyear. There were
discussions at the conference
about how faith communities
will help shape the future of the
major planning and
regeneration schemes taking
place within the borough.

18 www.barnet.gov.uk

Grant forlegal service

helping the vulnerable

£76,600 grant from
Barnet Council will help
ensure that the most

vulnerable peopleinthe
borough will continue to have
access to high quality legal
advice on avariety of social
welfareissues.

The 2003/4 funding for
Barnet Law Service (BLS), an
independent charity based at
Bell Lane, Hendon, has been
given the go-ahead.

Funding totalling £78,515in
2004/05 and £80,480in 2005/06
was also agreedin principle
pending approval of abusiness
planandtargets being agreed.

BLS isanindependentlegal
service specialisinginsocial
welfare law for disadvantaged
local groups-in particular older
and disabled people, those with
mental health problems, people

on low incomes, minority ethnic
groups, refugees and asylum
seekers.

These groupscould be ata
disadvantage when faced with
legalissues, either because they
do notunderstand the law, are
unabletorepresentthemselves
effectively or cannot find
someone torepresent them.

The service works with the
voluntary sector to provide free
legal help coveringissues
including employment, housing,
immigration, mental health,
community care and welfare
benefits, representing clients
from disadvantaged groups at
appeals, tribunals and lower
courts. BLS takes referrals from
‘front-line’ voluntary agencies
operatinginthe borough such
asBarnet Citizens Advice
Bureau.

A massive Rangoli was created at Brent Cross Shopping Centre by
women from local Indian communities to celebrate Diwali.
RangoliisanIndianartformtraditionally using colouredrice
powder which is carefully sprinkled on the floor to make patternsand
images.
Thestunning project was a partnership between the shopping
centre, the council, artsdepot and community groups.




Some of the history making Ravenscroft School students: (L-R) Sarah Prior, Catherine Amaro and Donna
Oddiwho notched up 41 GCSE passes at A*-Cbetweenthem

Avyear of
achievement

History making examresults, sporting
excellence and personal stories of triumph
against the odds - it has been quite ayear for
the Ravenscroft School in Totteridge.

The school celebrated the
achievements of pupils pastand
currentatits presentation
evening.

Over 100 awardswere
presented including aSpecial
Award for Community Languages
toZahraZana, who achieved 14
A*-Cgrade GCSEsdespite arriving
attheschoolthreeyearsagofrom
Afghanistanspeaking no English
atall.

The Governors Award for
Excellence wentto Emma Abotsi,
whois now studying at St.
Martin’s College of Artand
Design.

Mohammad Dehabadi
received the Chair of Governors
Award for hisstaggering 14 GCSE

passesat A* or Agrade.

Special Awards forsportwere
giventoRoberta Akpan, whois
the Barnetchampionin 100 and
200 metres and highjump and
Simon Dawkins who plays
football forthe Tottenham
Hotspur Academy and also
represents England Schoolboys.
Boxer Gary Barkeralsoreceived a
Special Award after winning the
Junior Olympictitleandisthe
Amateur Boxing Association
Schoolboy Champion.

Cllr. Lynne Hillan, Cabinet
Member for Education, Children
and Lifelong Learning presented
the awards praising the school for
opening up “so many routesto
success”.
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BarnetFirstis givingits readers
the chance to win £20 worth of
Marks and Spencer’s vouchers by
putting theirlocal knowledge to
thetestinaprizedraw.
Ifyourecognise the three
landmark buildings featuredin
the photographsbelowwriteand
letusknow what they are.

SendyourentriestoBarnetFirst
Landmark Competition,
Communications Unit, Room 75,
Hendon Town Hall, The
Burroughs, NW4 4BG. Closing
date forentriesisJanuary 7th.
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Diwali- also known as the
Hindu ‘Festival of Lights' — got
off to agreatstartthisyearas
Barnet Council laid on agiant
lightdisplay atthe Sangham
Centre on Burnt Oak Broadway.

The display marked the
largesteverinvestmentinthe
festival by the council, and kick
started awhole host of events
acrossthe borough.

Anumber of events have
beensupported by Barnet
Councilincluding the Barnet
Asians Old People Association’s
Diwali Celebration, the Jain
Sangha of Europe Diwali Dinner
atthelndian YMCA, and a
Diwalilunch for Barnet Council
staff atthe North London
Business Park site.

The Diwali Festival in Barnet
hasbecome animportantpart
oflocal life forthe Hindu
community, andis traditionally

marked by the lighting of
candles, lights and fireworks to
celebrate thevictory of good
overevil.

Councillor Brian Coleman
GLA, Cabinet Member for
Environment, said: “lam very
pleased that we were able to
fundthe Diwalilights, which
shows the council’s
commitmenttothe many
different communitiesthat
make theirhome withinthe
borough.”

Councillor Katia David,
Cabinet Member for Human
Resources, Equalities and Social
Inclusion, said: “Earlier thisyear
Barnet Council gained Beacon
status forthe work it
undertakeswith ethnic
communities, and the Diwali
celebrationsbuild onthe
council'swork with the local
Hindu population.”

Deputy Mayor Cllr. Wendy Prentice (third fromleft), ClIr. Brian
Coleman (centre) and Cllr. Katia David (right) with representatives

fromthe Sangham Centre

CllIr. Peter Davis and Cllr. Aba Dunner
atthe Holocaust Memorial Arch
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Victims ofthe
Holocaustremembered

Holocaust Memorial Day will
take place on Sunday January
25th, and will remember those
thathavelosttheirlivesin
Holocaust situations across the
world. Lastyear’s event attracted
thousands of people, many of
whom were Holocaust victims
themselves.

Tocommemorate the lives of
the 1.5 million children who were
killedinthe Holocaust, the
councilislooking to plant
snowdrop gardens across the
borough. Launched lastyear, the
scheme hasalready attracted
interest from community groups
and local residentswho are keen

to establish theirown memorial
gardens. The council haswritten
toeveryschoolinBarnettoseeif
theywould like to set up their
owngarden, and already there
hasbeen anenormousresponse.

Barnet Council’s Parks Team
hasalso planted asnowdrop
garden withinthe Hendon Park
sothatresidentscangoalong
and pay theirrespects.

Want to know more?

For more information call Renae

Randle on 020 8359 2339 orgoto
www.barnet.gov.uk
holocaust




Top tips for safe toys

Barnet’s Trading Standards officers wish all families

and their children a happy-and safe - festive season.

These are theirtop 12 tips for
buying safe toys.
1.Buytoysonly fromrecognised
outlets
2.Makesurethetoyissuitable for
the child—check theagerange
and consider healthissues
3.Beparticularly careful with toys
forchildrenunderthree
4.Bewaryofyoungchildren
playingwith older children’s toys
5.Check forloose hair, small parts,
sharp edges, pointsand
entrapmentproblems
6.Ensure gardenswingsandslides
arerobustandthereisno
strangulation hazard
7.Checktoysregularly forwearor

damage-dispose of themwhere
necessary
8.Keeptheplayareatidy
9.Followtheinstructionsand
warnings provided with toys
10. Alwayssupervise youngchildren
atplay
11.Keepthe address of the toy
supplier/importer, which should
be nearthe CE mark. Thismarkis
mandatory and indicates the toy
meetsthe requirements of Toy
Safety Regulations
12.Becarefulwheninstalling
batteries. Makesure theyare
thecorrectonesandareinserted
the correctway round. Dispose
of old batteriesimmediately.
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Fair view
restored for
residents

Going, going gone! The Somerton Road flatsare
turnedtorubble.

Thirty three luxury apartments
builtin the wrong place have
been demolished followinga
decision by the council.

The £6 million luxury
apartmentson Somerton Road
NW2 were bulldozed after being
built over four metres out of
place, in breach of the original
plans.

Althoughthe developers,
Fairview, argued this was of little
consequence, the Government
Planning Inspectorate ruled that
the flatsmust be demolished.

This followed retrospective
planning permission being
refused by the Council’sPlanning
and Environment Committee.

Cllr. Kanti Patel, Cabinet
Member for Borough
Developmentand Planningsaid:
“Thisfive metre error meantthat
the building wassituated too
close to existing residential
properties nearby, disturbing the
privacy of those living there.”
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Planning alocal event”? \Wantfree
oublicity” Barnet first can help you.

Send us detailsand we'll publiciseiton

this page (space permitting) and we'll
also putitonbarnet's website
(www.barnet.gov.uk).

Soifyouareholdinganeventatyour

local pub, youth club, sportscentre or
whereversend details (including a

contactnumber)to Susan Segar, Barnet

First Magazine, The Town Hall, The
Burroughs, Hendon, NW44BgG, fax:
02083592677 oremail:
susan.segar@barnet.gov.uk

Barnetfirstis delivered to over
130,000 homes and businessesinthe
borough.The nextissueisoutin
February.

Until 8 February.
'Spike Milligan'.

Possibly the mostinfluential
comedian of the last 50 years,
this small exhibition indicates
the greatvariety of Spike
Milligan's work in radio and on
TVandonrecord and in print. It
includes never before seen
photographs and letters, and
shows his activities, when he
was aresident of Barnet
borough, in preserving the
area's heritage.

10 December - 8 February.
'Edwardian and Victorian Toys
and Games'. Exhibition shows
playthings fromthe 19thand
early 20th centuries: from board
games to building blocks, plush
toys to paper scraps. There will
also be aspecial display of
Christmas angels, fairies and
Nutcracker men. Lots of toys to
see and some to play with.

6 December -6 January The
museum's 1850s dining room
will be decorated for a Victorian
Christmas. Church Farmhouse
Museum, Greyhound Hill,
Hendon NW4. Open Mon-Thurs
10am-1pmand 2-5pm; Sat 10am
-1pmand 2-5.30pm; Sun 2-
5.30pm. (closed 24-26 December
and 1January). Admission free.
For more information about the
above museum events phone
0208203 0130.
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2 December-17 January. Chicken
Shed Theatre Co. presents'The
Night before Christmas'. It's
Christmas Eve and the children
must make ajourney of a lifetime
toreturnasack full of presentsto
their owners by midnight. Chicken
Shed Theatre, Chase Side,
Southgate, N14. Box office
02082929222.

3 December, 7.30pm. Finchley and
District PhilatelicSociety. Talk by
Peter Forrestier-Smith fromthe
London Postal History Group and
display on London Local Posts. The
society meets 1stand 3rd
Wednesdays of the month (not July
or Aug). Carey Room, Trinity
Church Hall, Nether Street, North
Finchley. For furtherinformation
phone 02084443251 orsee
www.stampdomain.com/
finchley

3-7 December. Garden Suburb
Theatre presents Arthur Miller's
play 'Broken Glass'. Upstairs, the
Gatehouse,Highgate.

Box office 020 8340 3488.

6 December, 7.30pm. Barnet Band
Concert. Wind band playing a
selection of musicin aid of the
North London Hospice. Queen
Elizabeth's Boys School, Queens
Road, Barnet. Tickets £6 adults/£3
children from 020 8441 0605.

6 December, 12noon-4pm.
Christmas Bazaar. Meet Father
Christmas, face painting, books,
cakes, craftsand many moresstalls.
St. Mary's CE Primary School,
Littlegrove, off Church Hill Road,
EastBarnet.

6 December 2003-4 January 2004.
Kazzumin association with
artsdepot presentHans Christian
Andersen'sclassictale 'The Little
Mermaid'. The theatre will be
transformed into an underwater
paradise with sea creatures, coral
gardens, shipwrecks and sea
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castles, guarded by sea witches. In
thismagical watery world the
beautiful Alani, daughter of the
greatMerKing, makesa
magnificentjourney beyondthe
deep bluesea. Tickets £9/£7 conc.
and children.

(Every member of the audience
will be given aseashell tokeep
safe until artsdepot opens next
year.Bringitwithyouto artsdepot
and contribute toadisplay inthe
new centre... and receive money
offyourfirsttheatre ticket at
artsdepot!)

30 December and 3 January, 11am.
Creative pre-performance
workshops exploring underwater
themesthroughimaginative,
artisticplay. Tickets £8 (including
12noon performance).
artsdepotatTheBull, 68 High
Street, Barnet, EN55SJ. Box Office
on 0208449 0048 or see website
www.artsdepot.co.uk

7 December from 12noon. Barnet
Town Centre Christmas Party. This
yearthe partyisthe biggestand
bestyet. The High Streetis closing
foran afternoon of festivities
including music (actsinclude local
band Soultaxalong with Spun
Gold and Coast); dance groups;
Barnet Hospital Radio DJ playing
musicand requests; J Manning
Amusements providing rides for
children and adults; the Paradise
Wildlife Park bringing animals for
everyoneto enjoy; Barnet Football
Clubwith a‘Beatthe Goalie’
competition and team players
signing autographs, shirtsand
footballs; the Churches Together
Groupsinging traditional carols.
Along withshopsopeninthe
town, there'sawhole host of stalls
and forthefirst time Barnet
Marketisopening with arange of
Christmas goodies. The Spires
Shopping Centreishaving itsown
Santa’s Grotto, carouselride, carol
singersand some biggerrides.

The whole eventissupporting the
newly registered charity for the
neo-natal ‘Starlight’ ward at
Barnet General Hospital. Further
information can be obtained by
contacting: 0208449 7505 or
07811378582.

8-13 December. 'The Office Party'.
The office can be a minefield of
social and sexual politicsand the
advertising group of Chapman
and Howard is no exception. John
Godber'shilariouslook atthe
office Christmas party. 26-31
January. 'Theatre of Menace' two

oneactplays by Harold Pinter.
8pm. Incognito Theatre, Holly
Park Road (behind Health Centre),
FriernBarnet, N11. Tickets 020
83618310 oremail
graham.sawtell@
btopenworld.com

10 December, 8.30pm. Serci/Page
Quartet. Two fine guitaristsin
complementary styles, Nick Page
and Giorgio Serci. From Flamenco
totheblues-they have performed
with justabouteveryoneinthe
jazzworld and played almost
everywhere from Brazil to
Australia. 17 December, Christmas
BluesJam featuring Billy Chong.
Mill Hill JazzClubat The Three
Hammers, HammersLane NW?7.
Freeentry.

13 December, 7.30pm. Finchley
Chamber Choirand Finchley
Chamber Orchestra. 'The Glory of
Christmas'. JSBach - Sheep May
Safely Graze; Schutz - Christmas
Story (part 1); Sullivan - The Lost
Chord; Richard Cox - Christmas
Fantasia (first performance).
Music by Tchaikovsky and Tavener.
Carolsforalltosing. Conductor
David Lardi. Trinity Church, Nether
Street, North Finchley. Adults
£10/£7 conc./children £3.

13 December, 7pm. Barnet Anglo-
French Club, Soirée de Noél.
Celebrate Xmaswith French food,
wine and ambience. United
Reformed Church, Wood Street,
Barnet. Phone 020 8440 6805 for
more details.

13 December, 7.30pm. Finchley
Choral Society. Carolsand
Christmas music. Richard Harvey
(organ/piano); Channing School
pupils; George Vass (conductor). St
Mary-at-Finchley. £7 adults/£1
children. Box office 020 8445 9666.

13 December, 10.15am-3.30pm.
Amateur Geological Society's
Annual 'Mineral and Fossil
Bazaar'. St. Mary's Hall, Hendon
Lane, Finchley, N3. Entry 50p. For
more details phone
02084453639.

13 December, 7.45pm. Hendon
MusicSociety presentsthe Florestan
Trio. Programme: Mendelssohn -
Piano Trio Op. 66; Mozart-Piano
TrioK502; Beethoven -Piano Trio
Op. 97 Archduke.JohnKeble
Church, Deans Lane, Edgware. For
details of concertprogrammes and
more information phone 0208203
2355. Free tickets toages 8-22 infull
time education (courtesy of
Cavatina Chamber Music Trust).

14 December, 3pm.
Christmas/Chanukah 'Joininand
sing'. Christian and Jewish choirs
singing well known carols, hymns
andsongsreflecting the traditions
of both faiths. Come and listen
and/orsingalong. Vita et Pax
Church, Bramley Road, Oakwood.
For more information phone 020
84408516.

Opening 18 December. The
dramatic 'Milestones of Flight'
exhibition, which exploresthe
first 100 years of flight. Full of
suspended aircraft, splitlevel
viewing, touch screen plinths, a
timeline wall and cutting edge
screen displays. Alongside thisis
the fully restored Grahame-White
Factory. Visitors can enter thistime
trip building, one of the first ever
purpose builtaircraft factoriesin
the UK. Alsothereis the exciting
new Aeronauts Interactive centre
aswellasthe collection of
legendary aircraft. Royal Air Force
Museum, Grahame Park Way,
London NW95LL. For further
information phone 020 8358 4849
orsee website
www.rafmuseum.org Free
admission and parking.

Walk for Life Programme. Walks
opentoanyoneand led by trained
volunteers. Free of charge. For
details phone the co-ordinatoron
02083597816.

BarnetElderly Asians Group
(Finchley) Walks. For details phone
Premchand Savlaon

0208445 3644.

BarnetAsian Old People's
Association (West Hendon) Walks.
For details phone Sangita Pandya
on 0208202 4414.

Barnet Karate Club. Traditional
kyokushin karate and self
defence. Saturdays, adults 1-
2pm, £5; juniors (ages 7+) 2-3pm,
£3.Beginnerswelcome. LA
Fitness, 18 East Barnet Road. For
more information phone

07976 732103.

Monthly Rapidplay Chess
Tournaments. 10.30am-5pm. Six
rounds, not a knock-out, all
players get 6 games, cash prizes.
Hendon Chess Club meets
Thursdays, 7.30-10pm. Ages 6+
are welcome. Golders Green
Church Hall, West Heath Drive,
NW11. For more information see
website www.adamraoof.tk or
phone 0208202 0982.

Ramblers' Association (Finchley
and Hornsey Group) organise a
shortandlong walk every
Sunday and sometimes midweek.
Phone 0208883 8190 for more
details.

First Tuesday in the month,
8.30pm, dance and jive to music
of 1920s/30s period. Dance/jazz
orchestra playing Duke
Ellington, Fletcher Henderson,
Frankie Trambauer etc. numbers.
Torrington Arms, Tally Ho Corner,
North Finchley. Entrance £5/£3
conc. For more details phone
Dave Burman on 020 8445 3462.

Chipping Barnet Folk Dance Club
meets alternate Mondays, 7.45-
10.15pm for English Country
Dancing and Barnet Barndance
Group meetson the alternative
Monday, 8-10pm forsimpler
barndancing, sometimesto live
music. Church House, Wood
Street, Barnet. For more details
phone 0208883 8190.

10January, 7.30pm. The London
Welsh Male Voice Choir. Musical
director Dr. Haydn Jones. In aid of
Cherry Lodge Cancer Careand
The North London Hospice. Pre-
concertcheese and wine £10
(limited to first 200). The
Cathedral & Abbey Church of St.
Alban. Tickets £15, £12.50, £5
available from 0208216 4486.

Salsa classes. Tuesdays, Beginners
8-9.30pm; Improvers9-10.30pm.
£5. Christ Church Hall, High Road,
North Finchley. Also dance classes
forbeginners(chacha, rumba,
jive, waltz, quickstep, foxtrot)
7.30-8.30pm, Wednesdays, £5. St.
Mary'sHall, Hendon Lane,
Finchley, N3. For details phone
02038444 0280.

31January, 7.45pm. Finchley
Chamber Orchestra.'AGala
Nightin Vienna'. Schubert-
Symphony No. 8'Unfinished';
Mozart - Exsultate jubilate; music
by Suppe, Lehar and the Strauss
Family. Conductor David Lardi.
Trinity Church, Nether Street,
N12. Adults £10/conc. £7.
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artsdepot, hosting events and projects
throughout the borough from spring 2004
and due to open with a full programme in
September 2004, will offer a vibrant mix of
performance andvisual artsalongsidea
diverse range of education activities forall
ages. artsdepot will have fully accessible,
state of the artfacilitiesin the formof an
extremely flexible 400 seat main theatre,
suitable for classical concerts and full scale
theatre productions; anintimate 150 seat
studio theatre ideal for children’s theatre,
poetry, musicand comedy; adedicated
gallery space which willaccommodatea
wide range of contemporary exhibitions;
education and rehearsal studios for the
provision of dance, drama and visual art. All
of these will be complemented
by stylish café and bar areas
which will be the perfect

"
-
‘B n

depo

meeting place for morning coffee, aquick
bite forlunch, pre-theatre dinneroran
adventurous early evening cocktail!

There are manywaysinwhich Barnet
residents can play their partin this exciting
new arts centre. Toregister your support for
thefuture of the artsin north Londonwhy
notjoin one of artsdepot’s membership
levelstoday and receive an extrasixmonths
membership absolutely free, until May 2005.
artsdepot’s membershiprangesfrom £10-
£100andincludesamembership card,
priority mailingsandselected ticket
discounts on pre-opening eventsat The Bull
until January 2004, eventsaround the
borough nextspring and all eventsinthefull
programme from September 2004.

artsdepothasalsorecentlylauncheda
‘Name a Seat’ fundraisinginitiative which
allowsindividuals, families, couples or

7 groupstonameone ofartsdepot’s 400

theatreseatsafterafriend, alovedone
orthemselves, foronly £250. The chosen
name will be etched, forlife, onan
attractive plaque onthe front of one of
thetheatre’sseats. Naming aseatisthe
perfect gift orideal Christmas present
forthose with alove oftheartsora
longtime Barnetresident who wishes
toleavetheirmark.
Formoreinformation about
artsdepot, the membership or
Name a Seatschemes pleaselog
ontowww.artsdepot.co.uk orcall
02083597767.
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