
  
Barnet & Harrow Legal Services – Inter-Authority Agreement 
 
Redacted information 
 
This document details the information redacted from the published Inter-Authority 
Agreement for the delivery of Legal Services between the London Boroughs of Barnet and 
Harrow. Below is a table of the information redacted from the document, followed by a 
Refusal Notice in line with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  

1. Table of withheld information 
 
  

A. 
REDACTION 

NUMBER 

B. CLAUSE 
REDACTED 

C. FOIA 
EXEMPTION 

APPLIED 
D. REASON 

1 

RECITALS, 
BANK 

ACCOUNT 
DETAILS 

S 43(2) 
DISCLOSURE 

WOULD BE 
LIKELY TO 

PREJUDICE 
THE 

COMMERCIAL 
INTERESTS OF 
THE COUNCIL 

Disclosing this council bank account 
number and sort code would be likely 

to increase the risks of fraudulent 
activity against this council account, 

which would be likely to prejudice the 
councils commercial interests. 

2 

AMOUNT IN 
EXPENDITURE 

DEFINITION 
SUB CLAUSE ( 

C) 

Section 43(2) as 
1C above 

Publishing these costs would be likely 
to damage the council’s commercial 

interests as it would allow the 
calculation on the charges of various 
commercial activities which would be 

likely to reduce the council’s 
bargaining position and strength in 

future negotiations. 

3 

SIGNATURES 
OF THOSE 

SIGNING THE 
AGREEMENTS 

SECTION 40 (2) 
THIS IS THE 
PERSONAL 

INFORMATION 
OF THE 

INDIVIDUALS 
CONCERNED 

The signatures are the personal 
information of those concerned and it 

is not reasonable for them to be 
disclosed. 

4 
APPENDIX 2 
CLAUSE 2.5 

Section 43(2) as 
1C above 

The specific details of the clause 
relate to the values the parties have 

agreed.  Disclosure would be likely to 
prejudice the council’s commercial 

interests as future potential 
contractors would be in an 

advantageous bargaining position and 
the council’s ability to negotiate 

expenditure in similar situations could 
be negatively impacted by public 
knowledge of a sum precedent. 

5 
APPENDIX 2 
CLAUSE 2.6 

Section 43(2) as 
1C above 

As 4 D above 



6 
APPENDIX 2 
CLAUSE 5.2 

INITIALS 

SECTION 40 (2) 
AS 3 C ABOVE 

AS 3 D above 

7 

APPENDIX 2 
CLAUSE 5.2 

BANK 
ACCOUNT 
DETAILS 

Section 43(2) as 
1C above 

AS 1 D ABOVE 

8 

ANNEX 1 
AGREED 

OVERHEADS - 
AMOUNTS 

Section 43(2) as 
1C above 

AS 4 D ABOVE 

9 

ANNEX 2 
SET UP COSTS, 

AMOUNTS 
APART FROM 
SUB/TOTALS 

Section 43(2) as 
1C above 

AS 4 D ABOVE 

10 

HARROW 
CABINET 
MINUTES 

3X 
CERTIFICATION 

SIGNATURES 

SECTION 40 (2) 
AS 3 C ABOVE 

AS 3 D ABOVE 

11 

APPENDIX 7 
THE ENTIRE 
APPENDIX 

 

SECTION 40 (2) 
THIS APPENDIX 
CONTAINS THE 

PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF 

THE 
EMPLOYEES 
WHO WERE 

TRANSFERRED 
UNDER THE 
AGREEMENT 

This appendix contains the personal 
details of the employees who were 

transferred under the agreement it is 
the personal information of the 

individual involved, and it would be 
unreasonable for this to be disclosed. 

 
 

2. Refusal Notice 
 
We consider that the absolute exemption set out in Section 40 (Personal information) 
subsection 2 applies to some of the information requested. Therefore, we have decided to 
withhold the information. 
  
We consider that the qualified exemption set out in Section 43 (Prejudicial to commercial 
interests) subsection 2 applies to some of the information requested. Therefore, we have 
decided to withhold the information.  The reasons for withholding the information is provided 
in the table above. 
 
In applying the section 43(2) exemption, we have had to balance the public interest in 
withholding the information against the interest in favour of disclosure. 
  
Factors in favour of disclosure 
 
Public interest in spending of public money 
Transparency 



  
Factors in favour of withholding 
 
The council has a fiduciary duty to its residents to obtain the best value in commercial 
negotiations.  Disclosure would be likely to adversely affect the Council's commercial 
interests.  The redacted information contains commercially sensitive information over terms 
of the IAA.  Disclosing council bank account number and sort code would be likely to 
increase the risks of fraudulent activity against this council account, which would be likely to 
prejudice the council’s commercial interests.  Publishing costs would be likely to damage 
the council’s commercial interests as it would allow the calculation on the charges of 
various commercial activities which would be likely to reduce the council’s bargaining 
position and strength in future negotiations. The future potential contractors would be in an 
advantageous bargaining position and the council’s ability to negotiate expenditure in 
similar situations could be negatively impacted by public knowledge of a sum precedent. 
  
In all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
  
  


