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YOUR PRIORITIES ARE OUR 

PRIORITIES: 

1. Low Council Tax 

 

2. New School Places 

 

3. A Green Borough 

 

4. Better Roads and Pavements 

 

5. New Homes 

 



Foreword by Cllr Richard Cornelius, Leader 

of Barnet Conservatives 

Barnet is a great place to live. We have wonderful green open 

spaces, the best schools in the country and safe and 

harmonious communities. In addition, Barnet has both high 

quality council services and low council tax. 

To reach this position has been a challenge. Due to the need 

for our national government to tackle the huge debt and deficit 

inherited from Labour, our funding has been cut by 26%. Since 2010 we have 

successfully saved £68m from the council budget, with further savings of £39m to be 

delivered in the next two years. Despite this, satisfaction with council services has 

increased. 

Because we have taken tough decisions early and cut back office costs, frontline 

services have been largely protected and we have also been able to cut your council 

tax. 

We froze your council tax for four years, we have cut it this year and we promise a 

further two-year freeze at this level if you re-elect us on May 22nd. Under our plan 

you will benefit from a real-terms cut in council tax of over 20% between 2010/11 

and 2016/17, saving a Band D household £290 per year against inflationary 

increases. 

Over the next four years we will continue to bear down on costs, making services 

more efficient whilst improving their quality. We will keep tax low to help our 

hardworking residents. We will continue to deliver the much needed new housing 

and provide more excellent school places. We will protect the Green Belt and our 

open spaces. We will make services more responsive to your needs. 

With your help we can continue to meet the challenges of reduced funding, continue 

to offer you value for money and continue to make Barnet a better place to live. Vote 

Conservative on May 22nd. 

 

 

 

Cllr Richard Cornelius 

Leader, London Borough of Barnet 

 



Keeping Council Tax down and bearing down on 

bureaucratic costs 

Barnet is a successful and efficient council. We have: 

 Seen Barnet become ranked among the very best boroughs for the number of 

services which are officially rated as high quality and low cost. 

 Dealt with significant cuts in our funding, with the taxpayer now having to contribute 

26% less to the council. 

 Saved £68m from the budget since 2010, on top of £93m worth of savings between 

2002 and 2010. 

 Made 77% of the savings since 2010 from efficiency in the back office, including 

saving £1.1m from senior management pay. 

 Gained £165m of guaranteed savings from two contracts with Capita to outsource 

back office functions and set up a joint-venture to deliver development and regulatory 

services. 

 Looked at how best to deliver each service and implemented a mixed economy of 

models. 

 Pioneered Early Intervention schemes such as our Troubled Families programme to 

save long term costs to the public purse. 

 Ensured satisfaction with the Borough and council services has been increasing in 

the last four years. 

Alongside this we have kept Council Tax low: 

 Council Tax frozen for 4 years from 2010/11 to 2013/14. 

 We have cut Council Tax by 1% for 2014/15 and will freeze it at this level for a further 

two years. 

 Under our plans, families in Barnet will have seen a 20% real-terms cut in council tax 

between 2010/11 and 2016/17, saving the average Band D household £290 per year 

against inflation linked increases. 

Barnet receives much less funding than most London Boroughs. If Barnet received the same 

level of funding as Westminster Council, our Council Tax could be cut by over £700 to just 

£390 per year.  

In the next four years we will: 

 Continue to bear down on costs to deal with an anticipated further 20% funding cut, 

whichever party is in office. 

 Keep council tax low by following this year’s 1% cut with a further two year freeze. 

 Ensure the leanest workforce to maximise our efficiency. 

 Hold contractors to account to ensure the success of our outsourcings and 

partnerships. 

 Further increase the number of services which are both high performing and low 

cost. 

 Reduce costs by helping people live healthier and more independent lives.  



Schools and Libraries 

Barnet has the best schools in the country:  

 90% of our schools are rated as ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 

 Barnet is in the top 5% of authorities nationally for GCSE results. 

 We have three of the top ten state secondary schools in the country (including those 

ranked first and second). 

 We have a real educational mix with academies, exciting new free schools, faith 

schools and grammar schools alongside our local authority maintained schools. 

We will: 

 Continue to improve the attainment of our pupils and extend the opportunity of a first 

class education to all. 

 Support our faith schools and enable more parental-led schools to open. 

 We have invested £55m in order to provide new school places. We will add 1300 

new school places this year so that we will have created 7852 new places in the last 

five years by expanding existing schools and assisting new schools to open. 

Barnet’s Libraries are in good shape. 

We have: 

 Kept Barnet’s libraries open – neighbouring Brent closed half theirs. 

 Established two community libraries.  

 Provided all libraries with free wifi. 

 Installed RFID technology e.g. self-service kiosks in many of our libraries 

We will: 

 Pledge not to sell the Friern Barnet library building. 

 Deliver improvements to library buildings where required and have new buildings 

planned e.g. Finchley Church End library. 

 Examine the potential for libraries to expand their offer and become community 

spaces. 

 Look at community involvement and assist local people to actively support their 

libraries. 

 

Green Spaces 

We have: 

 Maintained Barnet as a green and leafy borough making our open spaces the envy of 

many north London Boroughs.  

 Invested in parks to deliver improvements in facilities, particularly for children and 

families. 

 Protected the Green Belt from development, focussing building on brownfield sites. 



We will: 

 Continue to treasure our green and open spaces, maintaining their beauty and 

access for local people. 

 Protect Green Belt land from development. 

 Help local communities to become more involved in their parks and green spaces. 

 

Roads and Pavements 

We have listened to residents and focussed attention on our roads and pavements. We 

have: 

 Invested an additional £4m on roads and pavements in the last year – part of a £10m 

programme of investment over the last three years. 

 Resurfaced 7.8 miles of road in the last year. 

 Repaired 4544 potholes in the last year. 

 Invested in street cleansing by introducing 23 new street cleansing machines and 

establishing a new town centre regime. 

We will: 

 Bid for part of the government’s £200m new fund for potholes. 

 Conduct exploratory cores on road repairs, ensuring that if repairs are not up to 

scratch contractors return to fix them at no cost to the council. 

 Further street cleansing by using a new street scrubbing machine to remove chewing 

gum from town centres. 

 

Recycling, planning and housing 

 

Recycling has been overhauled. We have: 

 Brought the recycling service in-house as of October 2013. 

 Made it easier to recycle more by introducing co-mingled recycling. 

 Achieved huge increases in the amount the Borough is recycling. For the first 4 

months of the new service, 9,240 tonnes of dry-recycling were collected compared to 

6,138 tonnes the previous year. 

 Introduced separate food waste collections allowing us to recycle about 150 tonnes 

of food waste per week compared to 200 tonnes per year. 

 Seen 16,600 tonnes of waste diverted from landfill in the first four months, reducing 

the cost to the council in landfill taxes. 

 



We will: 

 Work to ensure residents can get the most out of the new service. 

 Increase the Borough’s recycling rate to make the waste service greener and more 

efficient. 

 Take advantage of the government funding to deliver weekly waste and recycling 

collections. 

 

Housing is an important issue for people. We have: 

 Progressed with our 7 major regeneration schemes delivering new homes for 

residents. 

 Worked with developers to begin meeting the high demand for private housing. 

 Built 965 new affordable homes between 2011 and 2013. 

 Completed the first new council houses in the Borough in more than 20 years. 

 Amended our housing allocation policy to create a fairer system. 

  

On regeneration and housing, we will: 

 Continue to deliver on Barnet’s 7 major regeneration schemes, which are set to add 

20,000 new homes and 30,000 new jobs to the Borough. 

 Provide much needed private housing to meet the high demand of a desirable 

Borough. 

 Deliver a substantial number of affordable homes as part of the regeneration 

schemes. 

 We have identified capacity for 300 more council houses, with the next 38 to be 

delivered in the next two years. 

 Set rent levels to ensure fairness, including for the taxpayer, and maintain the 

changes in tenure so that, whilst those in need are given suitable accommodation, 

people are not necessarily able to claim a council house for life. 

 Take action to tackle the issue of HMOs. We will shortly initiate a process of requiring 

planning approval for HMOs. 

 

Growth, Business Rates, NEETs and Jobs 

We have: 

 Seen the number of businesses in Barnet continue to grow to now surpass 17,000. 

 Created the conditions for new businesses to flourish with Barnet having one of the 

highest start-up rates in London.  

 Helped unemployment in Barnet to fall by 24%.  

 Supported the government to finally make work pay by capping out of work benefits 

and increasing the personal allowance to deliver a tax cut to 25 million working 

people. 



 Delivered our £1m Platforms Programme for young people not in education, 

employment or training (NEET), engaging young people in the local economy and 

reducing the proportion of those classed as NEET from 3.5% to 2.3%, now well 

below the London average of 3.8%. 

 

We will: 

 Support existing and new businesses by lobbying for a reduction in red tape. 

 Continue to support people into work. 

 Work with our schools to ensure we have a highly skilled workforce, with students 

being helped to develop workplace skills as well as gain academic or vocational 

qualifications. 

 Lobby government to try and hold onto more of the proceeds of local growth, via 

Business Rates, in order to enable the council to invest back locally to make Barnet 

the best place to do business as well as live, work and study. 

 Push ahead with the Brent Cross Cricklewood project to revitalise the shopping 

centre, build 7,000 new homes and provide community spaces for local people. With 

the support of the Mayor and the Treasury we will improve the transport 

infrastructure, including by building a new Thameslink Station as part of the 

development. 

 

Parking 

We will continue to regularly assess parking charges and restrictions and provide local 

solutions to local problems where they arise. 

We have: 

 Reduced charges in many town centres by 35% 

 Introduced new tariffs that enable free parking periods of between 15 minutes and 2 

hours. 

 Converted loading bays to split-use bays with short stay free parking. 

 Introduced 59 pay-by-card meters across the Borough to provide an alternative to 

pay-by-phone and the scratch cards. 

We will: 

 Aim for 85% occupancy in both on-street and off-street parking to ensure that there is 

a high level of usage, but that there is a steady enough turnover to enable people to 

find a space. 

 Continuously review parking charges and introduce ‘wave and pay’ when developed. 

 Review signs and lines to make sure drivers have clear information. 

 



Health and Families 

We are working to make Barnet healthier: 

 Last year the council took over responsibility for Public Health and Barnet is already 

ranked fourth nationwide for tackling health inequalities.  

 We are installing free to use Outdoor Gyms in many of our parks and delivering 

Marked and Measured Routes in ten locations.  

 We have established a successful community partnership with Saracens with people 

of all ages and abilities able to share in the fantastic facilities on offer there.  

 Worked with the Alzheimer’s Society to establish three Dementia Cafes so people 

with dementia, their families and carers can go and meet socially, engage in activities 

and seek help and advice. 

 We have worked hard to ensure that residents are not delayed in leaving hospital 

because they have nowhere to go. 

 We have launched the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) to ensure the very 

highest standards in child protection. 

We will: 

 Encourage residents to be more active through Fit and Active Barnet. 

 Provide support to people who want to give up smoking or lose weight and generally 

improve their health quality of life. 

 Provide Cancer Pop-Up shops focusing on healthy lifestyles and early diagnosis of 

cancer. 

 Focus on children’s health and general wellbeing through our Barnet Schools 

Wellbeing programme 

 Work more closely with local health partners to reduce duplication and ensure 

seamless transfers between hospital and home care. 

 Provide more tailored support to carers of those with dementia. 

 Focus on helping people live more independent lives to improve their quality of life 

and save costs. 

 

Childcare 

We have: 

 Implemented a Free Early Education Place scheme with government to provide up to 

15 hours per week of childcare and early years education to all 3-4 year olds and for 

2 year olds from low income families. 

 Maintained high quality pre-school services. 

 Our Children’s Services have been highly rated. 

 

 



 

We will: 

 Work closely alongside our Conservative colleagues in government to deliver the tax 

break on childcare for working parents. Working families will have 20% of their 

childcare costs paid by the government up to £10,000 – meaning you could receive a 

tax break of up to £2,000 per year. 

 We are conducting an Early Years Review to ensure the best possible provision for 

our children at a vital developmental stage. 

 

Crime 

We have worked in partnership with the Police and seen crime fall in the Borough: 

 Overall crime down 11% in the last 12 months. 

 Some of London’s most significant reductions in burglary (down 21%) and robbery 

(down 33.5%). This means 747 fewer household burglaries. 

 Serious youth violence down 18% and knife crime down 24%. 

We will: 

 We are in the process of introducing a new high specification CCTV service, which 

will have greater mobility and flexibility in its deployment. We will ensure this is used 

to make residents safer. 

 Ensure the Police will have 24/7 access to the live feeds to enable real-time 

response.  

 We have given residents the chance to shape where the cameras are located and 

will involve the public in any major review of their locations.  

 We are also working with the Police to introduce Automatic Number-Plate 

Recognition (ANPR) and will ensure the authorities use it effectively to catch 

criminals.  

 Continue to lobby for tougher sentences to keep criminals off our streets and ensure 

prosecutions are meaningful deterrents. 

 Support the Police to make Barnet safer.  

 

 

Only the Conservatives can deliver a successful Council 

for a successful Borough. 

Vote for all three of your Barnet Conservative candidates 

on Thursday 22
nd

 May 2014. 


