2017 School level census files

Metadata Specification

DESCRIPTION

This document describes the data contained in the 2017 school level census files, which provide a school level breakdown of schools and pupil characteristics.  
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Overview

The information contained in the school level files is sourced from the School Census which was collected in January 2017 from all schools in England.

Pupil level data is collected from nursery schools, primary schools, secondary schools, city technology colleges, academies, special schools and pupil referral units (including alternative provision academies and free schools).  Independent schools and general hospital schools complete a school level census return.

Information on school characteristics has been sourced from EduBase at the date of the School Census.

If summed, the data supplied in this file may not total national or Local Authority figures due to suppression.  If national or Local Authority figures are required please see tables in the Statistical First Release, ‘Schools, Pupils and their Characteristics, January 2017’ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education/series/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers . 
A full description of the methods used in the collection of this data can be found in the PDF version of the above SFR.
File format and conventions

Format

Rows in the files are identified as each individual school that completed a School Census return in January 2017.

Rounding Convention

Figures shown are as reported by the schools.  

Where figures are rounded to one decimal place, any fractions of 0.05 and above are rounded up, and anything less than 0.05 is rounded down, e.g. 11.45000 is rounded to 11.5 and 11.4459 is rounded to 11.4.

Some of the data shown is not collected from certain school types, where this occurs “..” is published.

Coverage

The list below details the school types that are included in the file:

Nursery
–
maintained

Maintained primary

Maintained secondary

City technology colleges

Academies
-    primary sponsored 


-    primary converter



-    primary free school

· secondary sponsored

· secondary converter

· secondary free school

· university technical college

· studio school

· special converter

· special sponsored

· special free school

Special
–
maintained (including general hospital)

· non-maintained

Pupil Referral Units (PRUs) including alternative provision academies and free schools
Independent schools

Infant/junior schools

There is no fixed definition of an infant or junior school, but additional indicators (left hand column of table below) have been added to the file ‘SFR15_2015_school_level_ncyear_UD’ to enable these schools to be identified.

	Number of nursery pupils (years N1 and N2)
	
	
	
	Schools with pupils in both nursery/ reception and key stage 4 could be considered as “all through schools”

	Number of reception pupils (year R)
	Schools with only pupils in these columns could be considered “infant schools”
	
	Schools with only pupils in these columns could be considered as “primary schools”.
	

	Number of key stage 1 pupils (years 1 and 2)
	
	
	
	

	Number of key stage 2 pupils (years 3 to 6)
	
	Schools with only pupils in this column could be considered “junior schools”
	
	

	Number of key stage 3 pupils (years 7 to 9)
	
	
	
	

	Number of key stage 4 pupils (years 10 and 11)
	
	
	
	

	Number of key stage 5 pupils (years 12 to 14)
	
	
	
	

	Number of pupils not reception or key stage 1 to 5
	
	
	
	


Abbreviations and definitions

	Abbreviation
	Definition

	URN
	Unique Reference Number

	LA
	Local Authority

	FTE
	Full-time equivalent

	FSM
	Free School Meals

	SEN
	Special Educational Needs


Notes for fields

This section highlights any issues with fields or gives a description of what is included.

	Field name
	Issue / description

	Open Date
	Open date of the school sourced from Edubase, the Department’s register of educational establishments. Open date is not available for all schools.

	Phase-type grouping
	Replaces phase information given in previous years to more accurately mirror how data is broken down in the statistical release tables.

	Type of establishment (name)
	The type of school as listed on Edubase on the day of the school census.

	All through school
	New field added this year calculated from Edubase where:

The statutory lowest age of pupils that could be admitted to the school is below 7.

AND

The statutory highest age of pupils that could be admitted to the school is above 14.

	General Hospital school
	State-funded special school (based in a hospital) that has completed the school level annual school census.

	Pupils by age fields
	Age as at 31 August 2016

	Fields showing pupil numbers
	Includes sole and dual main registered pupils.  For PRUs also includes pupils registered with other providers and further education colleges unless otherwise stated in this section

	Number of pupils (used for

FSM calculation)
	Includes solely and dually registered pupils and boarding pupils

	Number of pupils known to be eligible for FSM
	Includes solely and dually registered pupils and boarding pupils

NOTE: Durham, Newham and Wolverhampton local authorities participated in a pilot to provide universal Free School Meals to maintained primary schools in 2010 and 2011. Care should be taken when FSM figures in these authorities with other local authorities for these years. For general hospital schools, includes pupils who are solely or dually registered, aged 4 or over and in national curriculum year group reception to year 11 and where national curriculum is not followed includes only those pupils aged 4 to 15. 

	Number of pupils (used for

FSM calculation in Performance Tables)
	Includes solely and dually registered pupils and boarding pupils who are full time and aged 0 to 15 or part time and aged 5 to 15

	Number of FSM eligible pupils taking a free school meal on census day
	The number of pupils eligible for FSM who took a meal on census day

	Number of Infant Pupils who took a lunch census day
	The number of infant pupils who took a free school meal on census day under the UIFSM programme. This will include those FSM eligible pupils in infant year groups who took a free school meal.

	Number of infant pupils who did not take a lunch on census day
	The number of infant pupils who did not take a free school meal on census day.

	Percentage of Infant Pupils who took a lunch on Census day
	The percentage of infants who took a free school meal on census day under the UIFSM programme, as a percentage of infant pupils in the school.

	Number of pupils known to be

Eligible for FSM (used for

FSM calculation in Performance Tables)
	Includes solely and dually registered pupils and boarding pupils who are full time and aged 0 to 15 or part time and aged 5 to 15

	Number of pupils of compulsory school age and above
	Pupils aged 5 and above as at 31 August 2016

	Number of pupils by

ethnic group
	Includes pupils of compulsory school age and above only

	Unclassified ethnicity
	Includes pupils where the ethnic group was refused, not obtained or was invalid/not supplied

	Number of pupils by

first language
	Includes pupils of compulsory school age and above only

	Unclassified first language
	Includes pupils where the first language was refused, not known, invalid language code, or pending classification

	Class Size data
	Includes classes taught by one teacher at a selected period on the day of the Census. Key stage 1 classes include reception classes.


Free School Meal Eligibility Definition

Information on pupils eligible for free school meals has been collected at school level since 1997 and at pupil level since 2002.  Pupils should be recorded as eligible only if a claim for free school meals has been made by them or on their behalf by parents and either (a) the relevant authority has confirmed their eligibility (e.g. via the DFE free school meal eligibility checking system), or (b) the school or the Local Authority have seen the necessary documentation (for example, an Income Support award notice) that supports their eligibility, and the administration of the free meal is to follow as a matter of process.  It is not known how many pupils meet the eligibility criteria but do not make a claim. Estimates were provided in the Department’s research report “Pupils not claiming free school meals”, which was published on the 19 November 2012.

Current Free School Meals Eligibility Criteria
Children whose parents receive one or more of the following are entitled to receive free school meals:

· Income Support

· Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

· Child Tax Credit (provided they are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and had an annual gross income of no more than £16,190, as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs)

· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

During the initial roll out of the benefit, Universal Credit (this category was added from 29 April 2013)

· Calculations for fields

	Field
	Calculation

	Headcount of pupils
	Full-time + part-time pupils

	FTE pupils
	Part-time pupils divided by 2 +
full-time pupils

	% of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals
	Number of pupils know to be eligible for FSM expressed as a percentage of the total number of pupils

	% of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals (Performance Tables)
	Number of pupils know to be eligible for FSM (Performance Tables) expressed as a percentage of the total number of pupils (used for FSM calculation in Performance Tables)

	% of pupils classified by each ethnic group
	Each ethnic group expressed as a percentage of the total number of pupils of compulsory school age and above

	% of pupils by first language category
	First language category expressed as a percentage of the total number of pupils of compulsory school age and above

	Average class size
	Number of pupils divided by number of classes


